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Exclusive 
First Editions 


December 2002 


AEC RE, Premier Travel £16.75 
AEC STL, London £16.75 
M B Hopper, First City Bus (London) £16.75 
Plaxton Paramount, United Welsh (DL) £16.75 
Daimler DMS, London sightseeing £16.75 
GM Standard Fleetline, Birkenhead £17.50 
Paramount, Arriva Shires & Essex ud 16,75 


January 2003 


rs pest eS a Hag? oii £21.00 AEC Regent/Weyman, Brighton Corporation. £19.00 AEC RF MkII, Greenline £16.75 
Gor seine eee. Me £21.09 Feltham Tram, London United Tramways, AEC RT, London (green)... £16.75 
eal ee ea : aot é ai ‘ Bristol RELL B, Southern Vectis £16.75 
Daimler CVG6/E. Lancs., Huddersfield Special Edition £29.00 GAA Adantean B. Maidstoneeen itrict £17.50 
iil, - ; : ; Ba 3M Atlantean B, Ma ‘ 17.50 
Bek rT errigy een £21.00 Bristol Lodekka FS, Mac Tours, Edinburgh......£21.00 Leyland Atlantean, Scout (Gay Hostess) £16.75 
Corporation ai state E £21.00 AEC 4Q4, Malta : £19.00 Leyland National, West Midlands re: £16.75 
MODERN VEHICLES nina > Leyland PD3/Queen Mary, Southdown £19.00 Leyland Titan 2 door, Reading Buses..... £17.50 
Leyland Leopard/Panorama I, Southdown........£19.00 AY eke ae 
—_— Balloon Tram, Blackpool 1980’s livery, London Tube Train Stock (Due December) e 
— “a8 Special Bdition £29.00 Driving Carriage A- 1938, Bakerloo Line pacha 
BUT 944IT Trolley bus, Bournemouth Corp...£21.00 Driving Carriage D - 1938, Bakerloo Line. £27.50 
— £ cea ae senna i: s aul Motor trailer car - 1938, Bakerloo Line £27.50 
~~ aon i | Brush Rail Car, Brannigans, Special Edition ..£24.00 — T,ajler Carriage - 1938, Bakerloo Line £27.50 
I~. , Brush Rail Car, Blackpool, Royal Mail, 
. Special Edition £24.00 
Optare Solo, Stagecoach North West £19.00 BMMO CMS, Midland Red £19.00 Alexander ALX Trident, Stagecoach Manchester.£29.00 
Leusksd —— Mk II, Wolverhampton ianue BMMO D9 open top, London (London Zoo) £19.00 Plaxton President open top, Lothian sightseeing... £29.00 
Orporatior . —y . "7 

Bova ious, The Kings Ferry £19.00 AEC Q, Bolton Corporation £21.00 FREE details of our stock other bus models available 

Plaxton Palatine II, Blackpool Transport £19.00 AEC 4Q4, Greenline £19.00 upon request 


TRANSMAC. Dept B, PO Box 124, Leeds LS26 OWJ. Tel/Fax: 0113 282 5349 
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Dates are manufacturers plan. Models will be dispatched as soon as stock arrives. Prices include postage, Air Mail at cost. 
Models can be insured against loss/damage in transit (UK only) - please add £1 per item for this service y 
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A SELECTION OF VIDEOS FROM HOME AND 
OVERSEAS £16 EACH OR TWO ON ONE TAPE FOR 
£12 EACH. SENT POST-FREE WORLDWIDE 
CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 


1006. Ayrshire. UK. Buses. Scotland. August 2002. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer 
featuring bright sunny weather at Irvine, a change to see non corporate 
Stagecoach buses, very busy with buses, then Ayr, much less busy and a hive of 
activity at Kilmarnock. 

1007. Memory Roads. UK. Scotland. 1950 / 60s. Features scenes from the Winter 
collection courtesy of Bob Webster. Roads scenes of general traffic and streets in 
Aberdeenshire and Edinburgh, construction of Forth road bridge plus some 
railway, incl steam, memories. 

1008. Lathalmond 2002. Fife, Scotland, Buses. August 2002. Another 60 minute 
presentation from the open weekend at the Scottish Vintage Bus Museum. A 
superb turn out of museum based buses and guests with cab rides to Dunfermline 


Ppmpvideo.com 


‘cheer up those dark winter nights with a Bus Spot from PMP. Wanted 
loan of cine for future presentations. Here are some recent releases.’ 


on a bright sunny autumn day mainly at the bus station, very friendly drivers and 
the lighting just right, all operators as seen with fleet or registration announced to 
aid identification of buses. 

1019. Showbus. UK. Buses. Sept 2002. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer , the first of 
two volumes covering the annual EFE Showbus at the Imperial War Museum, 
Duxford with arrivals from 8.30 am through to mid morning, variable 
weather sunshine and clouds. 

1020. Showbus. UK. Buses. Sept 2002. 55 minutes by Dave Spencer , the 
second part of our 2002 Showbus coverage which leads up to the special 
‘gold’ parade, a convoy of buses arrive to celebrate the Queens 50th 
anniversary, most in special liveries. 

1021. Wigan 100. UK Buses. September. 2002. 60 minutes by Dave 
Spencer at the Haigh Hall near Wigan, a rally to celebrate 100 years since 
the municipality took over local tram services, over 120 buses plus lorries 
and a few cars arrivals set against a glorious setting. 

1022. Lincolnshire. UK. Buses. September 2002. 60 minutes by Dave 
Spencer. A bright late summer Saturday, September 28th when we admire 
the many operators in Grantham then move on to the county town of 


, internal services and static exhibits. 

1009, Brighton. UK. Buses. December 2001 / August 
2002. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer featuring a 
contrast in visits in winter and summer but linked by 
bright sunny weather and the continual addition of 
new deckers the latest including the Queen's jubilee 
livery. 

1014. New Zealand. 1976. Buses. Trolleybuses. An 
archive feature from cine by Alan Mortimer, superb 
quality film which reflects a scene barely changed 
from the 1950s and 60s, Dunedin, Christchurch, 
Wellington, Nelson, Queenstown, Napier, New 
Plymouth, Auckland. 

1015, Scotland, UK. Buses. July / August. 2002. 60 
minutes by Dave Spencer featuring scenes taken in 
Paisley on a sunny day 1st July 2002, this is followed 
by scenes at Lanark, Dumfries and Dunfermline 
giving a wide spread of operators in central and 


ey Tal where Road car has a very varied 
leet. 

1023. Bus Spot Wolverhampton. UK. 
Buses. 60 minutes of cine and video 
derived material drawn from throughout 
the PMP archives with a_ natural 
y soundtrack added to the cine section, 
covers the period from 1960s to 2002 includes 
1990/ 91 / 94 / 96 / 97 / 2000 and 2002. 

1024. Trolley Spot Wolverhampton & Walsall. UK. 
Trolleybuses 57 minutes with selected scenes 
drawn from throughout the PMP cine archive 
4 reflecting the two Black Country trolleybus 
systems from the early 1960s through to the 
closure with the addition of natural period sound 
effects. 

1025. Bolton 2002. UK. Buses. October 2002. 60 
minutes by Dave Spencer featuring all operators as 


ag 


southern Scotland, 

1016. East Sussex. UK. Buses. August / September 2002. We start with a look at 
buses in Lewes in December 2001 before moving forward to Eastbourne with 
views taken on a weekday and weekend in August and September 2002, also 
features scenes in Hastings in Sept 2002. 

1017. West Country. September 2002 . UK. Buses. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer, 
starts on a blustery early autumn morning in Plymouth, the municipal fleet is a Dart 
/ Merc minibus mix, then moves on to Torquay where the sun shines and the 
drivers are very friendly. 

1018. Wolverhampton. September 2002. UK. Buses. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer 


PMP, 


seen on mid week visits to Bolton, Bury and Saturday services in Oldham. Of note 
are the Blue Bus ex Lancashire United services in many colours other than blue. 

1026. Birmingham. UK. Buses. October 2002. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer 
features all operators as seen with fleet numbers announced to assist 
identification of buses, the work around Bull Ring continues, the crews are friendly 
as usual and plenty of new deckers . 

1027. Bus Spot. Walsall. UK. Buses. 60 minutes drawn from throughout the PMP 
archives we start in the 1960s with dubbed cine through to 1970 and the WMPTE 
and the end of trolleys, then seven video visits between April 1990 and 
September 2002. 


1028. Northern Ireland. UK. Buses. October 2002. 60 minutes by Dave Spencer 
featuring visits to Newtownards, Bangor, Antrim, Magherafelt, Cookstown, 
Dungannon, Armagh, Portadown, Downpatrick, Newcastle and Belfast, plenty of 
REs and Leopards. 

ire. UK Buses. October 2002. 62 minutes by Dave Spencer filmed in 
October 2002 with 
working day afternoon 
visits, Preston _ still 
hangs on to the large 
bus station and 
Stagecoach Ribble, 
Fishwicks etc but 
Accrington is 
Lancashire United and 
Pilkingtons. 

1030. Walsall. UK. 
Buses. September 2002. 
60 minutes by Dave 
Spencer starts with 
continuation of our 
October Birmingham 
coverage with 
spectacularly busy city 
centre scenes, then 
Walsall in September 
2002 in bright sunny weather, filler material from Coventry. 

1031. Dudley. UK. Buses. November 2002. Continuing our coverage of the West 
Midlands in the autumn of 2002, 60 minutes by Dave Spencer starting in West 
Bromwich then moving on to Dudley bus station and finishing up at Coventry for 
city centre redevelopment. 

1032. Bus Stop Great Yarmouth. UK. Buses. 60 minutes drawn from throughout the 
PMP archive including previously unseen cine footage, starts in 1956, regular 
coverage through the 1960s, 70 and 80s, video from 1992 revisited 1997, 98, 2000 
and June 2002. 

1033. Bus Stop Ipswich. UK. Buses. 60 minutes drawn from throughout the PMP 
Archive including cine ( with dubbed sound) and video. Shots of trolleybuses in 
1956 then scenes from the 60s, 70s and 80s, video from 1992 revisited 1997, 98, 
2000 and 2002. 

1034. Bus Stop Preston. UK. Buses. 60 minutes , material from the PMP archives 
(with dubbed sound ) starts 1960s then good coverage from 1970s and 1980s, 
video from 1988-2002, regular visits with municipal, independent and company 
fleets. 

1035, Bus Stop Bolton. UK. Buses. 60 minutes, a short archive sequence of Bolton 
in the municipal era then coverage from the late 1980s through to 2002 with 
regular visits including all operators, progress of GM fleet and Ribble through to 
First and L United. 
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The quarterly glossy magazine - London Bus Magazine (no. 122) 
includes 16 full colour pages featuring Where are they Now and the 
best of the Gold buses in London, part 2 of 130 years of garage 
codes, as well as the usual Around & About quarterly review - 


£4.50 (£3.50 to members). 


Regular supplementary publications - the latest is SUP37N - 
Greater London Area Route Working Index - up-to-date to 
14th December 2002 - £3.00 (£2.00 to members). 

Regular historical publications - the latest is TLB Extra 1973 - 
TLB style Vehicle News for this the year when DMSs, Leyland 
Nationals, Metro Scanias and Bristols arrived in quantity and the 
XAs departed to Hong Kong; 72 pages, with illustrations - 


£5.50 (£4.50 to members). 


And membership entitles you to the Quickest and MOST UP-TO- 
DATE information on the ever changing London Bus scene. 
members of LOTS receive our monthly Newsletter, The London 
Bus (TLB), which in one (colour) illustrated Newsletter covers all 
of the current operators in the former London Transport area. 


Fore more details of the benefits of membership of Britain’s largest 
Bus enthusiasts society, or our latest sales list, why not check out the 
web site, or alternatively send a large stamp addressed envelope to: 


Postal Sales or Membership Secretary, (as applicable) 
London Omnibus Traction Society, 
Unit 8, Battersea Business Centre, 
103-109 Lavender Hill, London SW11 5QF 


http://www.lots.org.uk 
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dave@pmpvideo.fsnet.co.uk 
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Whatever you Drive 
Whenever you Drive it 


Insurance policies from Footman James provide 
top quality cover at competitive premiums for 


classic, veteran, vintage and historic vehicles 
with unique discounts for limited mileage 
FOR INDIVIDUAL SERVICE 
AND COMPLETE PEACE OF MIND 
CALL US TODAY 
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EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 


Pleased send all articles, letters, press releases and colour photographs 
to the Editor at PO Box 3759, Glasgow, G41 5YN, UK. Information (not 
photographs) for Fleet News should be sent to the relevant author at the 
addresses shown in the regional sections for England & Wales, Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic. 

We are pleased to consider articles and suitable quality photographs 
(colour transparencies or prints only please) for possible publication in 
Buses. Material accepted will be retained and paid for at our standard 
rates on publication. Items that cannot be used will be returned if 
accompanied by a stamped self-addressed envelope. 

Photographs should be clearly marked on the reverse (or on the 
transparency mounts) with your name, address and subject details. Such 
material is provided at the contributor’s own risk; we regret that lan Allan 
Publishing Ltd cannot be held responsible for loss or damage howsoever 
caused. The opinions and views expressed by authors and contributors 
within Buses are not necessarily those of the Editor or lan Allan 
Publishing Ltd. 
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Alexander ALX300-bodied MAN 18.220, has become 


SURINEUING: heen the group’s new national numbering system. 


Cover picture: Stagecoach Western 606, (V606 GCS), an 


ur Publicity Matters column this month contains several 

lessons for today’s bus industry about the importance of 

getting its message and product across to existing and 
potential new customers. But, above all, this sorry tale of a senior 
busman apparently hounded out of his village by irate car owners 
is a reminder of how hard it’s going to be to sell bus travel to the 
more affluent, articulate motorists of Middle Britain. 

While it can only achieve big time growth if it starts winning over 
large numbers of commuters with a choice of how they travel, that 
doesn’t mean it’s going to be pushing on an open suburban 
Mock Georgian door. As the people of Easter Pencaitland, East 
Lothian told FirstGroup — and their counterparts in 1,001 other 
Brookside estates up and down the realm are likely to tell other 
operators — they don’t much like having buses that close to their 
front drives. 

Yes, these may well be the same people who, in their pubs and 
golf clubs and round each other’s dinner tables may well say that 
public transport isn’t good enough for them and that it will have to 
offer something a lot closer to their perception of the benefits of 
their car before they’re going to hang up their keys. 

Some of them may even be those people who drive their 
powerful cars around the narrow streets of their quiet estates at 
inappropriate speed. But the issue the bus industry has to face is 
that in today’s risk averse society, they choose to live in places 
where they minimise the chance of other people — like bus 
drivers, taxi and van drivers and commuters taking short cuts — 
endangering their children, domestic pets and, indeed, their peace 
and quiet. And if it’s a big, seemingly empty bus that’s intruding 
their perceived sanctuary, they'll use their powers of 
communication to chase it off their patch. 

So, much as the industry might imagine these people are crying 
out for a door-to-door service from home to work, they are likely to 
consider that the drawbacks at least equal the benefits. 

No doubt this is the sort of issue that FirstGroup will address 
with its ambitious Showcase project to deliver 30% growth in 
Yorkshire, but it does seem that the bus must behave more like a 
tram or train if it's going to win big numbers of new riders. After all, 
trains are usually the beginning and end of much of Middle 
Britain’s perception of public transport. And how do middle class 
commuters use their trains? They drive to them. 

Neither trains nor trams weave their way through Brookside 
estates. They often don’t even come within a mile of them, but are 
built with car parks which happen, by the way, to be income 
generators in their own right. They also often come with half- 
decent waiting areas that offer a far higher standard of comfort and 
privacy than your average kerbside bus shelter. 

There’s no earthly reason why bus services cannot be 
provided on the same basis. Rapid, direct routes reached 
within short driving or walking distance of low density housing. 
Run from funny modern little buildings that might just come to be 
called ‘bus stations’ if the word ‘bus’ isn’t seen to be so redolent of 
social failure. 

And if all this sounds like some kind of fantasy, it’s what's going 
on big time in one of the greatest cathedrals to the God Car on this 
planet. In Los Angeles, southern California. The land of the gas 
guzzler and the multi-lane freeway. 

As our Global News pages report this month, two dozen rapid 
bus lines, with traffic light priorities, quality buses and roadside 
stops of light railway quality are starting to deliver real growth on 
corridors that don’t yet justify trams or trains, or where buses can 
deliver a quick fix in the years before tracks can be laid. 


That is far more likely to 
change travelling habits 
than sending buses in 
where they’re regarded as 
more of a nuisance than a 
saviour. The industry needs 
to win over the ABC1s, not 
get up their noses. 


At least 30 of First Western National's 
remaining Bristol VRTs are set to be 
withdrawn in a radical shake-up of the 
company’s Cornish network on 2 March. 


The company — which sits uneasily in a 
group that’s happiest in heavily populated 
urban areas — is understood to be under 
pressure from FirstGroup headquarters to 
improve its bottom line and called in the 
Preston-based TAS consultancy to review the 
network. 


Beside the question of viability, the 80-plus 
VRTs in the fleet, dating from 1977-81 (some 
were cascaded from Eastern Counties last 
spring), cannot be helping the maintenance 
situation there. Another traffic commissioners’ 
public enquiry was due in January. There is 
also recognition within the company of the 
need to improve the reliability record. 


The network changes are expected to 
concentrate on major flows, in the same way 
that First has done elsewhere with its 
Overground network. These include a 15min 
service between Camborne and Truro, a 


30min service between Penzance and St Ives 


and a new Penzance-Plymouth limited-stop 


service, bringing First back on to the Liskeard- 


Plymouth corridor which it abandoned more 
than two years ago. There also will be a 
Newquay-Exeter limited stop coach link. 


Four more of its 33 outstations and depots 
in Cornwall are to be closed, at Helston, 
Delabole, Padstow and Bodmin, but although 
this will require some relocation of jobs, the 
company doesn’t expect any redundancies 
among its 500 staff. 

Managing director Paul McGowan says this 
is Western National’s first major shake-up in 
Cornwall since 1986. ‘We felt that the time 
was right for this review and to come up with 


an improved, much better network of services. 


Our current network is overly complicated. 
‘Over the years we have added and added to 
it in response to requests from local 


authorities for extra services. We have tried to 


do our best to meet all their needs but it has 
not worked.’ 

Consequently, it intends to lessen the 
dependence on schools services, which is 
expected to lead to the withdrawal of 31 VRs 


NEW NAME FOR OXFORD PROJECT 


favour of the scheme, and is to 
carry out environmental impact 
assessments and engineering 
feasibility studies before beginning 
public consultation. 


The company behind plans for a 
guided bus network in Oxford 
started the new year with a new 
name. 


GTE for Oxfordshire, in which 


SERVICE REVISIONS WILL SLAUGHTER WESTERN NATIONAL’S OLD BRISTOLS 
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Above: First Western National Bristol 
VRT 1236 (WTH 9611) in Truro last 
summer. It was new to South Wales 

Transport and at one point had its 
original Leyland 501 engine replaced 
by a Gardner 6LXB. TONY WILSON 


Right: The single-deck content of the 
Western National fleet is to be 
increased. One of the more unusual 
current examples, seen in Penzance 
last June, is 4486 (J459 JOW), a 
Wadham Stringer Portsdown-bodied 
Dennis Dart cascaded from First | 
Capital. SHOLTO THOMAS 


and some ex-London Mercedes- 
Benz minibuses; the VR fleet is 
by far the largest with any of the 
big group fleets. Newer coaches and single- 
deckers will be drafted in from elsewhere 
within First. 

Altogether the fleet is expected to reduce by 
nearly 20%; the peak vehicle requirement for 
Cornwall is 240, which will be reduced by 43. 
It is suggested that Cornwall County Council 
might introduce its own schoolbus fleet. 


1345S JON | 
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Services were being put out to tender during 
January, with results expected in February; 
the expectation is that the growing 
independents in Cornwall — such as 
Truronian and Western Greyhound — will 
become yet more prominent. The south-east 
Cornwall network (principally services from 
Callington, Saltash and Torpoint to Plymouth) 
is unaffected. 


Go-Ahead’s Oxford Bus Company 
is a partner, has relaunched itself 
as Expressway Oxford, the name 
it intends to use when and if 
guided buses come into service 
around the city. 


It hopes that the new name will 
help to win over public opinion in 
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@ Go-Ahead’s Brighton & Hove 
company is retaining its £1 flat 
fare for a third year. 


The Oxford Bus Company launched 
its new Water Eaton Park-&-Ride 
service on 9 December. It uses two- 
door Mercedes-Benz Citaros 
including 825 (MD52 OXF). 

MARK LYONS 
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The first five of Guernsey’s all- 
new fleet of low-floor buses 
were being launched on the 
island during January. 


The States of Guernsey is 
buying 33 narrow width Dennis 
Dart SLFs with East Lancs 
Myllennium bodies and is 
leasing them to existing 
operator Island Coachways, to 
provide a new service network 
developed with assistance from 
Southern Vectis. 


These buses are based on the 
same 2.359m wide Dart chassis 
as supplied to Connex for its 
new operation in Jersey, but are 
longer and have 35 seats, 
standing room for 18 and space 
for a single wheelchair. They are 
painted in a radically different 
new green and yellow livery, 
reminiscent of the final Kentish 
Bus scheme and Warwickshire’s 
County Links livery — and the 
seats are trimmed in a unique 


moquette incorporating the 
Guernsey flag. 

The body has a narrower 
windscreen and engine cover 
than the standard Myllennium 
Dart, but corner panels are the 
same. Each of the bonded side 
windows has two hopper vents, 
while the cabs are air- 
conditioned and heating is by a 
blown convector. 


The combination of bonded 
glazing, slightly different 
dimensions and the Myllennium 
front and rear gives these East 
Lancs bodies quite a different, 
almost cosmopolitan look. 
Indeed, they could be mistaken 
from some angles for the 
previous model A300 from 
Van Hool. 


Below: One of the Guernsey Darts 
nearing completion at Blackburn. 


Above: The unique 
moquette design 
incorporated into the new 
Darts. 


Left: One of the most 
unusual Island Coachways 
vehicles that’s about to be 
ousted by the new low- 
floor Darts is 57 (9969), a 
Renault PP180 with 39- 
seat Leicester Carriage 
Builders body. 

CHARLIE ANDERSON 
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LEYLAND HAS A HAND IN 
SCANIA’S NEW OMNI DEKKA 


The first of Scania’s new East Lancs-bodied Omni Dekka low- 
floor double-deckers — from a batch of 18 for Go-Ahead’s 
Metrobus subsidiary — was expected to be unveiled during 
January. And there is a Leyland connection. 


East Lancs is well advanced in building the 10.5m Metrobus 
vehicles, based on Scania’s N94UD chassis with inclined 
transverse engine and destined to replace Volvo Olympians on 
London Buses route 64 (Thornton Heath-New Addington). They 
will be in a red version of Metrobus’s livery. 


The Leyland connection is that Leyland Product Development, 
one of the surviving rumps of the once mighty Leyland empire, 
assembled the chassis kits for the Omni Dekka. Scania’s original plan 
was for East Lancs to assemble the chassis using the chassis 
manufacturer's own jigs, but that plan has been abandoned. In the 
longer term, Scania may assemble UK chassis at its Worksop dealership 
in Nottinghamshire. 

The combination of full low floor and inclined engine means that the 
Omni Dekkas for Metrobus are only 4.21m (13ft 9 3/4in) high, but 
comply with London Buses' ceiling height requirements. It is also being 
offered in 4.11m and 4.3m versions. Although structurally similar to East 
Lancs’s Lolyne, Vyking and Lowlander bodies on Dennis Trident, Volvo 
B7TL and DAF DB250 chassis, the Omni Dekka has quite different front 
and rear styling that incorporates the windscreen and lower dash from 
the OmniCity single-decker. 

The Metrobus vehicles are 
among 60 Omni Dekkas 
ordered so far. Fellow Go- 
Ahead subsidiary Brighton & 
Hove is also taking 18 from 
May onwards, Suffolk 
independent Beeston’s of 
Hadleigh is taking one and 
Nottingham City Transport — 
true to its tradition of buying 
high capacity buses quite 
unlike anyone else’s — has 
committed itself to buying 
twenty-three 12m 95-seaters. 


In addition, a prototype is 
undergoing trials in Sweden, 
while the Beeston’s bus is 
being put through pull tests 
on its seat belt anchorages. 


The rear and upper deck front 
ends of Metrobus Omni Dekkas 
taking shape on the East Lancs 
production line. The inclined 
engine tucks underneath the 
rearmost lower saloon seats. 


PATCHY FESTIVE CHEER FOR BIG CITY BUS RIDERS 


Many large operators once 
again shut up shop on 
Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day, although there 
was some improvement in 
Boxing Day provision. 


As we reported last 
month, London was one of 
the worst served on 
Christmas Day, with just 
two commercial tourist 
routes provided by 
Ensignbus and a Thames 
Bus route between 
Windsor and Heathrow 
Airport. Airport operator 
BAA, Essex County 
Council and Arriva funded 
a free service on two 
routes serving Stansted 
Airport on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day. 


By contrast, First Glasgow again 
ran a skeleton daytime 
commercial service on 19 routes 
on both 25 December and 
1 January, and a Sunday service 
on Boxing Day and 2 January, 
which is a Scottish public holiday. 

Transport for London provided a 
more extensive Boxing Day 
service, while in the West 
Midlands, Centro funded the first 
Boxing Day buses since the late- 
1980s. Hourly — and in 10 cases 
half-hourly — services were 
provided on 81 routes between 
10.00 and 18.00, while Midland 
Metro trams ran every 20min. 


Travel West Midlands provided 
most buses, but Birmingham 
Coach Company ran six, Zak’s 
Coaches two and Hanson’s 
Coaches ran two in Stourbridge. 


Operators — TWM and 
independents mainly — provided 
a commercial Sunday service on 
New Year’s Day in Birmingham 
and the Black Country. Centro 
funded four hourly circular routes 
in Coventry. Although TWM 
provided the same services on 
Boxing Day, Pete’s Travel 
operated the New Year journeys. 


Centro says: ‘The initiative will 
be used as an experiment to 
assess the usage of bus services 
on Boxing Day before any 
decision is reached about future 
years.’ Leaflets were delivered to 
most households in the region. 

In a repeat of past years’ 
practice, West Bromwich Albion 
hired TWM buses to provide 
special journeys for fans attending 
the football club’s Boxing Day 
home game against Arsenal. 


The situation in Greater 
Manchester was at least as bad 
as in previous years. As in 2000, 
the only Christmas Day service 
was Greater Manchester 
Community Minibus’s pre-booked 
hospital link. Although Metrolink 
trams again operated a Sunday 
service on Boxing Day and New 
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Year’s Day, First 


Manchester didn’t repeat 
the previous year’s 
experimental operation of 
six trunk routes into 
Manchester. 


The only services 
provided on those two 
days were by Bullock, 
Cheadle (43: Stockport- 
Manchester), three 
Bluebird routes into the 
city from Moston, 
Middleton and White 
Moss, Stagecoach 
Manchester 43A to the 
airport and Arriva’s 
Trafford 
Centre Shuttle 
to Stretford 
Metrolink 
station. 


The only 
Merseyside 
Christmas 
Day services 
were 11 
Merseytravel- 
secured free 
hospital links 
in Liverpool, St Helens and Wirral. 
On Boxing Day and New Year’s 
Day, a full Sunday service was 
operated from 10.00, with 
Merseytravel securing non- 
commercial routes which were 
operated by Arriva, First PMT, 
Glenvale Transport and Liverpool 
Motor Services, but not CMT. 
Over 150 routes were operated, 
most of them half-hourly. 

No services operated in Leeds 
and Bradford after 20.00 on 
Christmas Eve, on Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day or New Year’s Day. 


There were no operations by First, 


Arriva, Blazefield or independents. 
First ran some night services into 
News Year’s Day in Leeds, but 
couldn't stretch to its customary 
afternoon football specials. 


Aztecbird operated two-hourly 
service 757 to Leeds-Bradford 
Airport on Boxing Day and New 
Year’s Day, but yet again could 
not use Leeds bus station 
because Metro had closed it. 


Top: Once again, Black Prince Buses provided Leeds with a 
double-decker repainted in a Christmas livery — designed by 
Stephen Whiteley and executed in the company’s own workshop. 
Former Stagecoach Hull Scania N113DRB/East Lancs 811 

(H811 WKH) emerged on 29 November looking like a wrapped 
present. It was due back in red/yellow/maroon fleet colours in 


early January. STEPHEN WHITELEY 


Above: How West Bromwich Albion promoted its Boxing Day 
“Baggy Bus’ service. As Frank Skinner fans will know, the team 
has long been known as The Baggies, but the buses used were 


nothing like this ultra-short Routemaster. 
Picture supplied by RAY ANSTIS. 


Community groups and political 
parties ran about four free 
services in Huddersfield, 
Dewsbury and Leeds but the most 
significant attempt was by 
Keighley Bus Museum on 
Christmas Day, which ran several 
routes in the Keighley area using 
three preserved buses (see p58). 


In South Yorkshire, there were 
no services on either of the three 
days, but Stagecoach Supertram 
operated a limited football service 
to Sheffield Wednesday's ground 
on Boxing Day and a Sunday 
service from 10.00 on New Year’s 
Day. 

The commercial bus network in 
Tyne & Wear also shut down for 
the three days, but Nexus secured 
a skeleton service from 11.00 to 
18.00 using 60 to 70 vehicles from 
all operators along all major 
corridors. 


DIARY DATES 

28 January Omnibus Society 
Presidential Address. Ted Hesketh, 
Translink MD, on | Buses i ‘in Ulster. 


headquarters, 55 Broadway, swi 
(over St James's Park Underground 
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| MD, 75 Years ada 18.45, 

| London Underground headquarters, — 

| 55 Broadway, SW1 (over St James’s 
Park Underground station). 


REGISTRATION 
NOTES 


By David Stanier 


Progress of 52 registration marks 
has followed a similar pattern to 
that in the previous two half-year 
periods (51 and 02). Remember 
that 03 numerals start in March 
and should be around dealers’ 
premises during February. 


In Northern Ireland, the 
situation by early December was 
that Armagh was issuing KLZ, 
Ballymena JKZ, Belfast RCZ, 
Coleraine DNZ, Downpatrick EJZ, 
Enniskillen WIL, Londonderry 
(MUI (close to issuing NUI) and 
Omagh DHZ. 

FMN-Y was reported for the Isle 
of Man several weeks ago, so 
confirmation of GMN-A, GMN-B 
etc is awaited. 


CAETANO TO 
BODY DAF 


Volvo has confirmed that it will 
offer the Hampshire-built 
Caetano Nimbus body as an 
alternative to the Wright Cadet 
on its versions of the DAF 
SB120 midibus later this year. 
It’s still not clear whether DAF, 
Volvo or no badges will 
appear on DAFs sold through 
the Volvo network. 


Volvo will also offer a lower 
version of the Sunsundegui 
Sideral coach body on its 
rear-engined B7R. The high- 
floor version is already offered 
on the B12M and B12B. 


@ Hispano-bodied B7L, p18 


SUPER-LONG 
MAN FOR UK? 


East Lancs and MAN may launch 
a full low-floor single-decker here 
next year to take advantage of 
increased vehicle lengths. 


Although they were considering 
building an 11.8m version of the 
new 14.220 midibus, a more likely 
option now looks like being based 
on the two-axle NL223 full low- 
floor chassis, and this would be 
offered at lengths of over 12m. 


BUSES 


An Essex independent once 
renowned for its Bedfords finally 
bowed out of business on New 
Year's Eve. 


James Amos & Son was 
based at the quintessentially 
named village of Belchamp 
St Paul on the Suffolk border 
and had begun trading in 1901, 
when the final owner’s 
grandfather offered horse-drawn 
transport to various stations on 
the Stour Valley railway linking 
Sudbury and Haverhill. 


Latterly, it only operated an 
Essex County Council- 
supported service into Sudbury 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 


Bolton-based Blue Bus has 


opened a new 14-vehicle depot at 
Eccles, servicing its M10 (Eccles- 

Manchester) route taken over from 
Lancashire United last summer. It 

closes its Horwich base at the end 
of January. 


Saturdays. But in the early 
1950s, when it also ran cattle 
trucks and owned the village 
shop, it operated into Halstead 
and Bury St Edmunds on 
market days. 

Proprietor Billy Amos, now 
aged 80, drove his ex-Brighton 
Dodge S56 on the last journey 
out of Sudbury, with five 
enthusiasts and a handful of 
regular passengers. His 
daughter provided a bunch of 
balloons to decorate the interior. 


Far from retiring, he has 
agreed to become a part-time 
minibus driver for a small 
operator in Wickham St Paul. 


Above: Amos’s final journey of its 
Sudbury service was operated 
using D457 YPN, an Alexander- 
bodied Dodge $56 new to 
Brighton Buses. GEOFF MILLS 


Left: A reminder of Amos’s 
operations of old, with this 
October 1983 view of Bedford 
SB5/Plaxton TPR 205L in 
Sudbury. ALAN MILLAR 


While it is ceasing to operate 
between Bolton and Manchester, 
and is axeing an underperforming 
Bolton-St Helens route, it has 
increased frequencies on other 
routes and is replacing two 
minibus routes dropped by First. 


Ted Hesketh, this year’s Omnibus Society president, is taking early 
retirement after eight years as managing director of Translink, the 
Northern Ireland bus and train operator. He was MD of Ulsterbus 
and Citybus from 1988 and joined Ulsterbus in 1971. He is 57. 


Chris Hilditch has returned from Coach USA to succeed 

David Bray as managing director at Stagecoach Devon. 

One of the most eminent transport historians of the 20th century, 
Michael Robbins CBE, has died, age 87. A railway enthusiast from 
the age of 14, he joined London Transport in 1939 and became LT’s 
managing director (railways) in 1971. He played a big part in 
ensuring that today’s London’s Transport Museum got off the 
ground, But perhaps his most lasting work was the two-volume 

A History of London Transport written jointly with Theo Barker and 
first published in 1963 (Vol 1) and 1974 (Vol 2). This is still regarded 
as the definitive history of LT and its predecessors up to 1970. 
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Russell Richardson, who founded 
Optare 18 years ago and has 
been its driving force ever since, 
has surprised the industry by 
stepping down from day-to-day 
control of Britain’s second biggest 
bus manufacturer and handing 
over to an American with no prior 
experience of UK buses. 


Russell Richardson, who at 54 
says he will now have ‘some time 
for other activities outside the bus 
industry’ has stepped down as 
Optare managing director and will 
also relinquish his post as parent 
company North American Bus 
Industries’ chief operating officer 
during the year. But the 
Hungarian-owned company says 
he will remain Optare’s ‘principal 
external face to the various 
markets and media’ in a new 
position as executive chairman. 
He remains on the NABI main 
board. 


The MD’s role is taken over by 
Wayne Joseph, vice president and 
general manager of NABI’s United 
States business. He has spent 30 
years in American bus 
manufacturing, eight of them with 
NABI and before that with the now 
defunct Flxible Corporation. 


Russell Richardson, a former 
Leyland and Duple plant manager, 
set up Optare initially as an 
employee-owned company to 
acquire the former Charles H. Roe 
body plant in Leeds, which 


Leyland closed in 1984. 
After taking on some 
routine coachbuilding 
work to get the business 
started, he soon 
established the company’s 
reputation for being 
innovative by developing 
its first all-new product, 
the Volkswagen-based 
CityPacer minibus. 


He has also steered the 
company through several 
subsequent changes of ownership, 
first to become part of the Dutch- 
owned United Bus. He led the 
reacquisition of Optare after 
United Bus collapsed, securing it 
against strong competition from 
the Cowie (now Arriva) group, 
before negotiating its sale to NABI. 
Optare also acquired Metro- 
Cammell Weymann’s bus designs 
and Autobus Classique, and now 
has a modern plant in Rotherham 
as well as the original Leeds 
factory. 


Below: Russell Richardson: Stepping 
back from day-to-day control. 


Bottom: The Solo is typical of the Optare 
products developed under 

Russell Richardson’s management. 
Bracknell-based Courtney Coaches is 
using YE52 KPR on a new shuttle service 
in Basingstoke, linking the Festival Place 
shopping centre with the town centre, 
railway station and out-of-town car 
parking. JOHN MARSH 
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It looks like lrisbus may sell part of 
its loss-making Ikarusbus 
business back to its former owner. 


While Irisbus — the former 
Iveco/Renault joint venture bus 
maker now owned 100% by Iveco 
— appears to have rejected Ikarus 
Vehicle Industry's offer to buy 
back all of the Hungarian business 
(Global News last month), it has 
asked Ikarus to make a firm offer 
for its order-starved city bus 
factory in Szkesfehrvr. lrisbus 
currently owns 75% of Ikarusbus, 
Ikarus the other 25%. 


During a visit to Szkesfehrvr in 
mid-December, Irisous chairman 
Elois Pascual ruled out selling the 
company’s Budapest factory, 
which builds custom-made 
vehicles against specific orders — 
including those exported to the 
UK. But he declined to disclose 
the company’s plans for the city 


IRISBUS MAY SELL ONE IKARUS PLANT 


bus plant, which has suspended 
production through a lack of 
orders for 2003. He expects the 
Hungarian market to pick up again 
within the next two years and says 
Irisbus will try to revitalise sales by 
securing domestic orders. 


Ikarus chairman Gbor Szles — 
who blames a lack of corporate 
strategy by Irisbus for the 
problems at Szkesfehrvr — 
believes Irisbus is prepared to sell 
the city bus plant and that a sale 
could be agreed in the near future. 
Ikarus Vehicle Industry is involved 
in other parts of the automotive 
industry and recently secured a 
contract to supply body pressings 
to Saab, for a car assembly plant 
in Hungary. 


Typical of the sorts of buses that 
Ikarus built by the thousand for Soviet 
Bloc fleets, this 200-series coach was 
operating in Riga, the Latvian capital, 
in 2001. 


NATEX DERAILS IN OZ 


National Express Group has 
pulled the plug on its loss-making 
tram, suburban and country train 
operations around the Australian 
city of Melbourne, but it is keeping 
its buses in Australia. 


Following extensive negotiations 
with the Victoria state government 
when it sought additional state 
funding, NatEx terminated its 
franchise from 17 December, and 
administrators were appointed at 
M-Tram, M-Train, V-Line 
Passenger and Bayside Train 
Maintenance six days later. 


NatEx says the franchises, 
which made a £9.4 million 
operating profit in 2001, lost 
£2.3 million in the first half of last 
year and are projected to make 


significant losses in 2003 and 
beyond. Rampant fare evasion on 
trams and trains and a troubled 
ticketing system are apparently to 
blame for the situation. 


Interim arrangements have been 
made with Transdev, Melbourne’s 
other tram company, to take over 
operation of M-Trams and Connex 
is to take over the running of M- 
Trains. Most of the country rail 
services are, in fact, coach 
operated by contractors who will 
continue for the time being. 


NatEx is continuing to run bus 
services in Melbourne and 
Brisbane, and the group retains its 
extensive bus operations in 
Sydney and Perth. 
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ROUND THE WORLD. 


Further variety is about to be 
delivered to the bustling streets of 
Hong Kong, when Kowloon Motor 
Bus takes delivery of the first 
Wright-bodied bus for the former 
British colony. 


KMB is to evaluate the tri-axle 
12m Volvo Super Olympian with a 
lengthened, air conditioned Wright 
Eclipse Gemini body. 


The Super Olympian, or B10TL 
in Volvo terminology, is built in 
Volvo's Polish plant and was 
developed specifically for the Far 
East market. The model is 
expected to be superseded by a 
Euro 3-engined chassis powered 
by the Qlitre Volvo engine, which is 
produced in one of the French 
factories acquired with Renault's 
truck business. 


OPEN-TOPPERS FOR MADEIRA 


x ee 


ES BRE 


pe gd fl 


Carris Tur has introduced a new 
open-top double-deck bus route in 
Madeira, branded as Funchal 
Sightseeing Tours. 


Carris — the public transport 
operator in Lisbon — shipped one 
of its Volvo B10R single-deckers, 
rebodied by Camo as an open-top 
double-decker, from the 
Portuguese capital to launch the 
service, which began in December 
after the bus was used to lop trees 
along the route. 


Eleven 65min trips are made 
daily from 09.00 to 18.00, with the 
last departure being one of the 
most popular for the Christmas 
lights. The 11-stop hop-on/hop-off 
route starts on the Avenida do 
Mar. 7.5 adult tickets also entitle 
holders to unlimited access to 


ordinary Horarios do Funchal 
services for the rest of the day. 


Another of these rebodied 
B10Rs, easily the biggest to 
operate on the island, was being 
shipped in January, ready for the 
tour being stepped up to hourly 
from 09.100 to 21.00 


Madeira’s last centre entrance 
bus, an UTIC-AEC U2075 with 
Rodoeste, was out of use in 
October, but a virtually identical 
bus that spent 20 years as a non- 
psv at Funchal airport, has turned 
up on Porto Santo, where it has 
been working for Moinho Rent-A- 
Car for more than a year. 


The Camo-rebodied Volvo B1OR that 
Carris Tur is using on its new Madeira 
sightseeing route. K. MACLEOD 


BERLIN GOES OFF LONG RIGIDS 


BVG, the Berlin public transport undertaking, appears to have fallen out 
of love with 15m single-deckers and intends to buy more articulated 


buses this year. 


After buying large batches of 15m MAN and Mercedes-Benz Citaro 
rigids, it has invited manufacturers to tender to supply 30 12m rigids and 
64 18m artics. This follows supplementary 2002 orders for 29 12m rigids 
and artics, mainly from Volvo and Solaris (Global News last month). 


Reports from Berlin say that there is widespread body damage on 
some of BVG’s 15m buses, and this latest development follows an 
emerging trend in mainland Europe, with coach operators opting for more 
vehicles in the 12.5m to 14m range than full 15m examples. 


LA LAUNCHES FIRST OF TWO 
DOZEN NEW RAPID LINES 


The Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority launched the first phase 
of a 24-line expansion of its Metro 
Rapid bus network in December, 
when the 11.9-mile Vermont and 
10.5-mile South Broadway lines 
opened for business. 


‘Metro Rapid has been a huge 
success story and has generated 
considerable interest from other 
large cities that are trying to 
grapple with congestion,’ says LA 
Mayor and MTA board member 
James Hahn. ‘These new Metro 
Rapid lines on Vermont Avenue 
and South Broadway will take a 
large bite out of the daily 
commute time of thousands of bus 
passengers and I’m confident that 
once again Metro Rapid will 
attract many new riders.’ 


The new lines are part of a 
$110.5 million expansion of the 
Metro Rapid system that will be 
completed by 2008. They 
complement the 26-mile 


Wilshire/Whittier and 16-mile 
Ventura lines opened in June 
2000. Since then, total bus 
ridership on the Wilshire/Whittier 
and Ventura Boulevard corridors 
has increased by nearly 40%, with 
one third of the increase coming 
from passengers new to public 
transit. 


‘Metro Rapid is one of the most 
effective tools in our mobility tool 
box and an innovative way to 
transport our customers to jobs, 
medical facilities and places of 
recreation quickly and safely,” 
says MTA chief executive Roger 
Snoble. ‘It has demonstrated that 
when transit makes sense, people 
will ride it.’ 

Key to their success is the 
combination of traffic signal 
priorities for buses, low-floor 
buses and waiting facilities similar 
to those found on light rail 
systems. Bus stops are also 
spaced at similar intervals to 
those found on light railways. 


MORE GAS BUSES FOR BRISBANE .. . 


The Australian city of Brisbane has 
ordered another 100 gas-powered 
Scania L94UB single-deckers. 


The buses, with Volgren 
aluminium bodies and roof- 
mounted gas tanks, are due for 
delivery over the next two years 
and follow a previous order for 120 
similar vehicles. They form part of 
the city’s plan to improve the 


environment and boost public 
transport patronage over the next 
five years. 

Scania says it has doubled its 
bus and coach sales in Australia 
over the past year, giving it 20% of 
the market there. It also is the 
company’s biggest market for gas 
buses, with this latest order taking 
its total above 320. 


- - - AND 20 MORE FOR HAMILTON 


The Canadian city of Hamilton, 
Ontario has ordered 20 natural 
gas-powered buses, and expects 
them in May. 


The city’s transit agency, the 
Hamilton Street Railway Company, 
plans to use the 40ft New Flyer 
buses — with 280hp Cummins 
C Gas Plus engines — to replace 
some of its oldest diesel buses. 
This is the gas version of the 
8.3litre ISC diesel engine used, for 
example, in the UK version of the 
Dennis Trident. 

Hamilton Street Railway was the 
first North American transit system 
to buy gas buses back in 1984 and 


the new buses will take the gas- 
powered content of its 200-vehicle 
fleet up to 60%. 


Although over 1,200 C Gas Plus 
engines — sold by joint venture 
company Cummins Westport — 
have gone into United States 
fleets, these are the first for 
Canada. ‘We are pleased that with 
this purchase the C Gas Plus has 
found recognition in Canada as a 
low-emissions alternative to diesel 
engines. We will continue to focus 
our attention on other opportunities 
for powering buses in Canada,’ 
says Cummins Westport president 
Hugh Foden. 


TOKYO GOVT ADOPTS FUEL-CELLS 


Summer 2003 will see the national debut of low-emission buses in 
Japan, when the Tokyo metropolitan government inaugurates fuel-cell 
bus services between Tokyo railway station and the city’s new 


waterfront area. 


The vehicle contractor was expected to be formally announced in 
January. Already a hydrogen fuelling station, which will also serve as 
a public information centre, is under construction near Tokyo's Big 
Sight international exhibition complex. 

A prototype Hino fuel cell bus was one of the star attractions at the 
recent Tokyo Motor Show (Global News last month). 
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GREYHOUND FEELS THE SQUEEZE 


The latest financial results from parent company Laidlaw show that 
Greyhound — North America’s legendary coast-to-coast coach 
operator — is continuing to suffer from the aftershock of the 

11 September 2001 terrorist attacks. 


The figures, which echo the problems at Stagecoach’s Coach USA 
division, show that Greyhound revenue fell by 2.5% in the year to 
31 August, while operating profits fell by 36.5% to $58 million. The 
rate of decline has slowed considerably since immediately after the 
terrorist attacks on New York and Washington; revenue was down by 
3.4% in the first quarter of 2001/02. 


‘Decreased revenue at Greyhound results primarily from the 
combined effects of lower ridership attributable to travellers’ continuing 
security concerns,’ it says. This was partly offset by price increases. It 
has also been hit by an increase in the proportion of lower margin, 
long-haul tickets sold and by an increase in its own security costs. 


Laidlaw is the largest private sector bus operator in North America 
and, besides Greyhound, it is the continent’s largest yellow school bus 
operator and it runs contracted transit buses. Its Contract Bus 
Services division is responsible for both these businesses, which 
generated fractionally more revenue in 2001/02 than the year before. 


GLOBAL 


Recent deliveries to TITSA, the principal bus operator on the Canary 
island of Tenerife, include two contrasting types new to the undertaking. 


For operation within confined areas of the hilly capital city of Santa 
Cruz, it is operating (above) Irisbus EuroPolis low-floor, rear-engined 
minibuses with three-door Cacciamali standee bodies and fewer than 10 
seats. These buses — with CCK registrations that might remind some 
British readers of early postwar Ribble buses — are among the first to 
carry the lIrisbus dolphin logo. 

And after buying significant numbers of Irizar Century bodies on Scania 
and MAN chassis, it has reverted to another leading Spanish 
bodybuilder, Castrosua, for some Scania L94IB interurban buses (be/ow). 
These have two-door versions of the company’s Magnus body, with 
around 55 seats. 
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fj ust place yourself in a seat around the 
Cabinet table when the big decisions 


f 
ad 
& are made about funding next year. 
Secretaries of state for health, education et 
al all pressing their cases for the little bit of 
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extra funding available. - 


‘What about this case for more bus 
spending Alistair?,’ asks Gordon Brown. 
‘Well,’ says the transport secretary, ‘what 
we want to do is redistribute the money We a» 


"+>. currently spend as Bus Service Operator 4 
“ee §=Grant (BSOG), so that most of it moves 

a from rural and peripheral services to well 
a used profitable urban bus routes, andthen | 


give local authorities extra cash to buy back § 
the services that will be withdrawn.’ 

Does this sound like a convincing case so |) 
far? At this point we might expect the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to ask just how 
much extra money he will have to find, and 
| just what benefits will be secured. 


There does not seem to be a clear view 
} on how much extra government would have #% 
@ to find to make this switch. It could 
§ apparently be as ‘little’ as £30 million or, 
|, according to some local authorities, may be 
5 a lot more. The Commission for Integrated 
3 Transport appears to give the game away in 
' its report, however, by suggesting that not 
= all of the existing services should operate 
anyway, and proposing a more rigorous 
approach to evaluating what should be 
+4 subsidised. Sounds like many less well- 
; used services would vanish. 


ef ) And what does this switch deliver in the 
+> way of benefits? At Day One, nothing at all. 
=e \f operators subsequently increase 
passenger numbers to get more of this ‘IPP’ 
(incentive per passenger) money then this 
_ is clearly a good thing. But, of course, more 
money will have to be found again to pay 
>)» for this. On Day One, the process is very 
"> much one of robbing the ‘poor’ bus services |) 
| (generally rural, evening, early morning and 
Sunday services) to give to the ‘rich’ (high 
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rs More operators might be tempted to follow Preston 

©) Bus’s practice and terminate their routes in city and 

7, town centres if CAIT’s proposals are ever adopted. 
¥ . . 

os Here, Dennis Trident/East Lancs Lolyne 185 

(X185 RRN) negotiates a roundabout in Fulwood, 

while operating quality corridor service 22/23. 
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| volume profitable services). It is 
therefore difficult to see how this 

| stacks up as an economic case for 

| public funds. 


t pays fo pollute 
There are clearly problems with the 
current BSOG. A colleague pointed out 
to his MP that it may be the only 

| subsidy in the world that rewards 

| pollution. The more fuel thirsty your 
buses are, the more money the 
government will give you, Invest in 


engine management systems or high 


standards of engine efficiency and your 
BSOG will reduce. 


Despite this, BSOG is simple, cheap to 
administer and, almost by default, it does 
approximate to what is being ‘bought’ by 
government — more bus miles and 
therefore higher service levels. It is difficult 
to cheat this system although doubts have 
been cast on the value of giving it for all 
mileage operated, even that which simply 
duplicates that of the established operator. 

But how exactly would the IPP funding 
work? Just think for a minute that it would 
be paid for every passenger, regardless of 


> how far they were travelling, or what fare 


they paid. Contrasting two bus networks in 
Lancashire recently — Preston and 
Blackburn — it was very clear that Preston 
Bus has a policy of running all services as 
radial routes (from the bus station to the 
suburbs) while Blackburn Transport 
operates many of its as cross-town links. 
Preston passengers change buses at the 
town centre, and as a result, Preston Bus 
would get a double IPP payment for these 
journeys. With perhaps 10-12% passengers 


making this type of journey, what would you 


expect Blackburn Transport to do? 


Then there is the issue of passengers 
travelling under a 
free concession 
scheme (although 
CfIT would like to 
kill off such 
schemes). | have 
got my posters 
planned already 
for a ‘free 


the pensioner who 


bus journeys’ 
scheme. | reckon 
| will get 10 times 
as much from the 
extra government 
money as the 
scheme costs me. 
But who will this 
benefit? 


New buy-on-the- 


le , GORDE ON BROWNE |) 


bus day and week tickets are a major 
growth area for big operators like First, and 
with the marginal cost of extra journeys 
being so small, this is a great opportunity to 
® milk an IPP system. Overall, | am sure the 
bus industry could generate a 20% increase : 
we in journeys if this would liberate a 20% : 
increase in funding from the Treasury, but / 
most of these journeys would be artificial or, i 
at best, of little social benefit. ? 


- 


While it its sides a sauce nel eperstors - 4 
}» doing a good job and attracting more 

customers is a sensible one, the IPP 

concept has simply not been thought 

through properly. At around 10p a 

passenger, these payments will not tip the 

balance in favour of higher frequency, ny 
® investment in new buses or other service hee 
improvements. It is not sufficient to make ~~ 
serious investment worthwhile unless there 
is profitable business there already. And if 
there is profitable business there, why do 
we need an incentive? 
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After 30 years or arguing for more money § 
to be spent on buses, | despair that the first | 
serious attempt at this, apparently after 
three years’ work by CflT and several 
hundred thousand pounds spent, is so : 
inept. Brian Souter has firmly nailed his 
colours to the mast in having no faith in this & ; 
scheme, but putting forward proposals that i 
might just work for rejuvenating flagging bus 
networks. At a recent event, | undertook a 
straw poll of bus industry managers — 80% 
of whom did not support the CflT approach. t 
A scheme that costs a lot of money, ° 
causes major disruption, has doubtful ; 
ime 


benefits, is wide open to abuse and does 
not even appear to have the support of the 
industry it is supposed to benefit seems , 
doomed before the debate even starts. 
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Free Test to find your perfect partner! 


How anyone at any 
age can find their 
erfect partner! 


slesiaieeieienienianiananieaionion a ee —_ 


you are fed up being ‘singled out’ | 
[fice Dateline could change your life | Ks Personal Information) 
in the most positive of ways. You | Mr MrsO MissO MsO (sections 4. and 5. Please tick for a like, 
needn’t take our word for it either - the cross for dislike or leave blank for no pref- | 


following quotes speak volumes about what our ; Surname: erence.) 
service continues to achieve for what must, | se ae ; \ 

: te |i > | First Name: 0 Wining/Dining 0 Jazz/Folk music : 
t - H 

quite literally, be many thousands of people | 1 Pubs Pictedl made 


over the last 36 years. ' Address: +“ 
1 y all think it’s a great | 0 Sports/Keep fit 0 Theatre/Arts 


d and caring person - 0 Politics/History O Watching TV 


J.C. Lanes. ie ‘ 0 Reading O Smoking ' 
‘Just a short note of thanks from both of us. We met through | Post Code 0 Travelling 0) Mixing with friends 
your agency a little over six months ago and ate pleased to 5 5 i 
inform you of our forthcoming marriage’ 0 Science/Tech 0 Children 
T.D. and TS. Surrey | Tel: Cinema © Homemaking 


, 

4 

1 

1 

i] 

| 

i 

thank you for your | +4, ‘Animals Oj Gardenin: 
same city and enjoy Cg! A SS OO OR ae eer 2 tie hs . 
without Dateline’s belp | 1 am seriously interested tn meeting someone through Dateline. 0 Pop music 0 Countryside 
} 
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CG. and$.D. Bristol | Marital Status: Single OF Divorced 5. Detai 
‘Once again I, or should I see ‘we’ thank you so much for | ‘ 
helping to bring tus together and we are very happy indeed’. | Widowed 0 Sep arated Minimum age: Maximum age: 
E.0. Roxburghshire | Age: Height: 
elping me find the man | ————— - Height: min. max. Don't mind 0 


{ 
1O ation: 
L.D. Northants | ——— Marital status: 
“{ joined your agency last year when I was feeling really ; ee Single 0 Divorced Oo 
lonely and the response I got was amazing.” | Build: Slight o Widowed 0 Separated o 
V.D. Kent | ; esata 
y what we both have } Medium 0 Don't 
er really thought we | Large 0 Build: Slight 0 
RM. Northants | d Medium 0 
onman’s | Attractiveness: Very attractive og ¥ = 
Recent research reveals as many as | in 5 ; Attractive o i 8 A 
unattached men and women turfi to dating agencies to | Attractiveness: _ Very attractive 0 
start relationships. And the researchers say this figure is | Average 0 Attractive o A‘ 
=f Aes 
set to DOUBLE over the next five years! { Average o 


Social patterns and trends have simply changed 
making the age old role of the matchmaker more 
relevant than ever. 

More and more people are joining from all over the 


On receipt of your completed questionnaire we 
(tick which traits closely describe you) will send you, in strictest confidence, entirely free 


0 Affectionate Fashionable of charge and with no obligation: 


t 

country — from villages, market towns and cities. The 0 Serious 0 Practical + nes nan ee 
pablens of mecing poe eee Oj Considerat © Conventional + Our colour brochure with lots of information 
ticular locality. The backgrounds and occupations of Se — about seeking a partner and meeting people. 
Dateline members are equally varied -— GP’s, ; O Shy 1 Reliable 
surveyors, solicitors, engineers, surgeons, journalists, | CJ Romantic © Adventurous There’s absolutely nothing to lose... 
teachers, secretaries, stockbrokers, nurses, chemists, | ... and so much to gain! 
receptionists, bus drivers and even zoo keepers. Looking ; 52 Is / 
for a partner is not confined to any class or category. 5 F Dateline is a member of the [i 

What all Dateline members have in common is a | (tick for y = cross for no idee blank) Introduction Services Federation iii 
considerate attitude towards meeting new people. , © Do you involve yourself with 

HOW DOES DATELINE WORK? ; community activities? fre e t t 

You choose the sort of people you want to meet | O Are you looking for one special For your q tes 
yourself! After completing a comprehensive | relationship? send this questionnaire to: 
questionnaire your information is carefully compiled | © Does your work make it difficult to eee ee ¥ ; 


and the matching process, in which your data is 
compared with that of every other member 
begins. The most compatible 
matches will be found and 
their details forwarded to 
you immediately. Should 
you wish it, your details 
can likewise show up on 
matches from _ other 
members and they will 
contact you, and so 
a whole new social 

life begins. 


, meet new people? 

' © Do you want to extend your social life 
as well as finding a special relationship? 
' © Do you devote a lot of time to your 
social life? 


We hope to be able to offer a variety of interesting offers from 
ourselves and other reputable organisations. However should you not 
wish us to pass your information to them or to receive these offers, 
please tick this box. (J 
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One of the more innovative short- 


term ideas for solving the 
recruitment problem comes from 


London General. To cope with the 


big increase in staffing 
requirements, it is borrowing 


drivers from Blackpool Transport, 


whose winter needs are lower 
than the summer ones. All have 
special temporary contracts, are 
found accommodation and will 
return to the resort early next 
summer. 


They are working from Putney 
garage, which needed 40 more 
drivers following an increase in 
crew work on the Routemaster- 
operated 14 (Putney Heath- 
Tottenham Court Road). The 
Blackpool drivers, however, are 
working routes 74 (now Putney 
High Street-Baker Street) and 
430 (Roehampton-West 
Brompton), both using new 
Wright-bodied Volvo B7TLs. 


A few years back, 
Kentish Bus (remember 
it?) used drivers from 
parent company 
Northumbria and gave 
them free National 
Express return tickets. 
And last year, the ill-fated 
Durham Travel 
Services/London 
Easylink used some 
drivers from its Durham 
end, who worked down 
and back driving DTS 
coaches on National 
Express services. 

Just how much driver 
needs have escalated is 
emphasised by the 
London Omnibus Traction 
Society. The weekday peak 
vehicle requirement jumped from 
5,849 buses in September 2001 
to 6,389 in December 2002. 
Driver requirements are even 


SOMETHING ON THE SIDE OF 
‘HENDY’S BENDIES’ 


A good feature on the next 
batches of Mercedes-Benz Citaro 
articulated buses for London, 
those for London General and 
Stagecoach East London, is that 
an additional side destination 
display is provided farther back, for 
the benefit of those boarding by 
the third door. 


| am pleased too that a recent 
contract award using Arriva’s 
earlier DAF low-floor double- 
deckers specified the addition of a 
window at the back of the lower 
deck. This was not a cheap mod 
either, since it meant moving 
mechanical components. 

Also of interest is an addition to 
the lettering on the side of the Red 
Arrow artics. Large white letters 
proclaim ‘pay before you board’. 


SHORT HOPS 


That is an interesting variation on 
the ‘pay as you board’ wording 
used in the experiments in the 
mid-1940s with seated conductors. 
Those experiments were not a 
success, since at busy stops there 
wasn’t sufficient room for those 
queuing to pay the conductor, the 
buses needed more running 
time . . . Just like one-person 
operation, you might say. 
Incidentally, Stagecoach doesn’t 
expect to have all its Citaros — 
nicknamed ‘Hendy’s bendies’ in 
some quarters in honour of TfL’s 
surface transport director 
Peter Hendy — in time for the start 
of new route 453 (Deptford- 
Marylebone). It expects to use 
double-deckers for the first month, 
with passengers paying the driver. 


Blue Triangle takes over route 66 (Romford-Leytonstone) from Arriva 
London North East in September. Eleven new low-floor single-deckers 
will replace six double-deckers on this one-time Grey-Green route. 


Chalfont Line, of West Drayton is operating surprising new weekday 
evening service 800 (Hammersmith Hospital, North Fulham-Charing 
Cross Hospital). The half-hourly service is for patients, staff and visitors. 
There are no cash fares, but Travelcards, Freedom Passes, Bus Passes 
and Saver tickets are all accepted and hospital staff travel free. It is 


funded by various public bodies. 
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higher, because of the big 
increase in night bus routes and 
frequencies. Add yet more 
enhancements and new routes 


ahead of the mid-February 
congestion charging scheme and 
you are talking big numbers. 


Above: London General Volvo B7TL/Wright Eclipse Gemini WVL43 (LF52 ZRA) at 
the Danebury Avenue, Roehampton terminus of new route 430. This is one of the 
routes on which Blackpool drivers have been working. GEOFF RIXON 


BOXING DAY BONUS 


Christmas Day might have been 
a non-event, as | wrote last 
month, but Boxing Day saw 
nearly 350 routes running, 
apparently double the number 
that ran 10 years ago. 


It included what Transport for 
London describes as ‘major’ 
routes, such as 21 (Moorgate- 
Lewisham), 116 (Hounslow- 
Ashford Hospital) and 150 
(Chigwell Row-llford), running for 
the first time in recent years. 
Several of the new routes 
introduced in 2002 also ran on 
Boxing Day, such as 148 
(Shepherd’s Bush-Camberwell 
Green), 205 (Paddington- 
Whitechapel) and 440 (Stamford 
Brook-Park Royal). 

Probably the greatest area of 
interest was the augmented 
service in the early hours of New 
Year’s Day. After the tube closed 
at 01.30, 700 buses worked the 
night bus routes, as opposed to 
the usual maximum (on 
Friday/Saturday nights) of 560. 

Incidentally, TfL has taken me 
to task for my remarks about the 
absence of Christmas Day 
services. It says it would support 
any such commercial operation, 


but | take that to mean publicise, 
not provide financial help. And if 
you note that First Glasgow ran a 
skeleton service on 19 routes on 
Christmas Day and New Year’s 
Day, then you have to agree that 
London’s effort is pretty poor. 


Ensignbus tells me that it 
carried nearly 1,500 passengers 
on its two Christmas Day 
services, when five Ensign and 
nine City Sightseeing buses ran 
between 09.30 and 17.00. ‘Most 
were obviously passengers for 
the tour, although we did carry a 
higher proportion of local fares 
than in other years,’ says its 
Ross Newman. ‘No doubt this 
was helped by TfL referring all 
calls for Christmas Day travel to 
us, resulting in us being asked 
for such strange things as the 
first bus from Luton to London.’ 

By chance, two experts 
appointed by Mayor Ken 
Livingstone to study London’s 
efforts to attract tourists reported 
just before Christmas. They said 
London didn’t promote itself well. 
Perhaps running a few buses that 
day would be a good start toward 
better things. 
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ROOF LOSS POSES QUESTIONS 


It's not that unusual for double- considerable weight and strength 
deckers to be decapitated beneath _ built around the lower deck roof, 
low bridges, but an accident since chassis frames are not the 


A few months ago | mentioned that London Buses was looking for 
part-time loading reporters to observe bus services between 07.00 
and 20.00 on weekdays, 10.00 to 17.00 on Saturdays and 14.00 to 


involving one of Connex’s 
Alexander ALX400-bodied Dennis 
Tridents ought to be investigated 
thoroughly by experts. 


The bus was on route 3 (Crystal 
Palace-Oxford Circus) in central 
London when it caught a tree, 
which hit the nearside corner 
upright of the upper deck, 
fracturing it and causing the whole 
roof to detach itself in one piece. 
Modern double-deckers have 


WSR 
FR WHAT 


sturdy things they used to be, and 
upper deck structures have to be 
relatively light if the bus is to pass 
the tilt test. But a hit on one corner 
support shouldn’t cause a 
complete roof to come adrift. 


One of Connex’s latest delivery of 
Dennis Trident/Alexander ALX400 
double-deckers, TA121 (LG52 XYY), 
crossing Westminster Bridge on newly 
double-decked route 211. MARK LYONS 
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Above: Over 250,000 tickets have been sold on Chessington-Kingston 
Christmas park-&-ride service K50 since it began in 1994. This year’s 
service was operated by Armchair, with Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 
P4690 RWU seen leaving Kingston on 27 November. Epsom Buses ran the 


service a year ago. GEOFF RIXON 


Right: The first 13 double-deckers for Hackney Community Transport, Dennis 
Tridents with 68-seat East Lancs Myllennium Lolyne bodies, were being 
completed at the coachbuilder’s Blackburn factory shortly before Christmas. 
They will operate on route 388 (Mansion House-South Hackney) and are 
the first Myllennium Lolynes for a TfL contract. ALAN MILLAR 


17.00 on Sundays. The implication was that anyone prepared to 
work a couple of days a week could be welcome. 


But my readers have been disappointed by the response. There’s 
a huge form of pages to fill in. It includes questions about 


communications skills, previous experience dealing with 
customers, of team work and working with others, for which you 
have to write a supporting statement. 


You have to specify what days and hours you are prepared to 
work, with an implication that if you say ‘no’ to anything you will not 
be considered. The impression is also given that you will have to 
work every Sunday, probably stood outside a closed Underground 
station directing people to buses and if few people bother to apply, 


I'm not surprised. 


League tables can be a mixed 
blessing, and when used 
indiscriminately can cause the 
wrong things to be focussed on. 
But the first official performance 
tables produced by Transport for 
London provide food for thought. 


The worst performer is Connex’s 
322 (Crystal Palace-Elephant & 
Castle). This fairly recent 
introduction is one of those real 
round-the-houses routes, which 
needs short Dennis Darts, and 
serves Brixton Market — a 
particular congestion problem. 


Metrobus’s T33 (West Croydon- 
Addington Village) and Arriva East 
Herts & Essex’s 327 (Waltham 
Cross circular) were, respectively 
the best performing high and low 
frequency routes. The 327 doesn’t 
even have a bus of its own, but is 
worked with Varios off another 
Ware garage route. 

| am sure the new style quality 
contracts have helped bring about 
big improvements, though many 
routes will not come under this 
system until due for retendering. 
Route controllers also continue to 
appear at new locations. 


Looking at the figures for excess 
waiting time for operators with 
over 5% of the network, 
Stagecoach Selkent was best, with 
London United second and First 
London East (Capital Citybus to 
you and me) third. Five out of 10 
operators were below average, 
with the worst results recorded by 
Metroline. Armchair was best 
smaller operator, Connex the 
worst. But for departing on time 
London United was best and 
Metroline worst among large 
operators, while AirLinks was best 
— but it only has one five-bus 
route — and Connex Bus was 
worst. All the information was 
based on 12 weeks’ data, up to 
mid-October. 


Yet another set of data, for the 
three months to 30 September, 
covered all 323 high frequency 
and 188 low frequency routes. 
Year-on-year, bus passenger 
numbers were up from 354 million 
to 376 million, while scheduled bus 
mileage was 103 million against 
97.3 million. But the mileage lost 
for traffic reasons was up from 
1.3% to 2.1%. All that traffic light 
rephasing and road works is 
having an effect. 


Whatever happened to...? 


THE EDITOR’S SIDEWAYS LOOK AT BUS 


_..Eastbourne Buses 


Exactly a year ago, we published 
a three-page profile of Eastbourne 
Buses, the smallest of the English 
council-owned bus fleets and the 
first to be part-sold to French- 
owned Keolis. 


You could be forgiven for 
imagining that the long-drawn-out 
sale of 20% of the equity would be 
enough trauma for an undertaking 
that celebrates its centenary this 
year, but it was only the start of a 
period of exciting change. 


When | met managing director 
Steve Barnett in November 2001, 
he was developing plans for a 
radically recast route network, was 
starting to exchange some of his 
late model DAF DB250/Optare 
Spectra step-entrance double- 
deckers for some of Reading 
Buses’ ex-Cardiff low-floor Optare 
Excels and was selling his last 
high-floor Dennis Javelins and 
Lances. By comparison with what 
would follow, this was 
chickenfeed. 


The biggest of the past year’s 
events came in April when 
Stagecoach closed its depot in the 
town and Eastbourne took over 


four of the six routes and 30 of its 
70 employees. This deal took 
Eastbourne Buses as far inland as 
Tunbridge Wells and led to an 
expansion of the 35-vehicle fleet. 
Six Wright-bodied DAF SB120s 
arrived in the summer, but 
pending their delivery, eight of 
Stagecoach’s under-loved Lances 
stood in. Further expansion came 
in the shape of three DAF SB220s 
from Arriva Bus & Coach’s hire 
fleet and two ex-Wilts & Dorset 
Leyland Olympians. 


You could also be forgiven 
for imagining that the fleet is 
even bigger than it is, as the 
step-entrance vehicles have 
been renumbered in groups that 
take buses up to 282 and coaches 
to 905. 


Eastbourne Buses 26 (P9706 PWW) — 
since renumbered 126 — is one of the 
three Northern Counties Paladin-bodied 
DAF $B220s acquired from Arriva Bus 
& Coach. Along with one of the new 
$B120s, it was painted in this golden 
jubilee livery, which is to be modified to 
mark the undertaking’s centenary this 
year. GEOFF RIXON 


WONDER BUS OF THE MONTH 


WRITE DIRE 
MILLAR’S TALES? 


Please send a 


ny stori 
other informati Fee nto 


ri j : 
on on off-beat ne ints or slides), cuttings and 


matters direct to: 
Buses i 


PO Box 3759, Glasgow, G41 SYN 


1 
AND COACH EVENTS 


This month’s Corgi 1/76th scale prize model — for the 

weirdest bus image you've sent in for publication — CORGI 
goes to Geof Dickson for his early 1980s view of West 2 
Yorkshire Road Car’s Ford A-Series Wonder Bus. 

He'd like you to believe that the contraption on the back was a cycle- 
operated raft bus used when York occasionally floods. But having 
extracted his tongue from his right cheek, he tells me that it was the 
National Bus Company subsidiary’s entry in an annual raft race 
organised by the city’s Sea Scouts. 

To win Corgi diecasts in future issues of Buses, all | ask is that you 
send me what you believe is the most offbeat colour picture of a bus- 
related subject (prints or transparencies only, please) that you’ve taken 
at any time and in any place. Just let me know what it is and why 
it’s So unusual. 

For further information on Corgi, visit the website at 
www.corgiclassics.com or for details of your local stockist, call Corgi 
customer services on 0845 603 9070. 


TURNING BUSES INTO ART 


Not for the first time, Mrs M and | fled the winter gloom to spend 
Christmas in the warmer, sunnier Canary Islands. In Tenerife, to 
be exact. As some of you may recall from a few years back, 
Canarian buses — like those in Cuba — are known universally and 
with some affection as ‘guaguas’. Even bus stations are ‘guagua 
stations’. The word is pronounced wah wah and might have 
something to do with the sound of their motor horns 70 or more 
years ago. 


The point of this is that they are seen as an integral part of 
Canarian society and it could be that the good folk of TITSA, the 
Tenerife bus company, may have another lesson we could usefully 
adopt in Britain, where the bus struggles to be accepted by the car- 
owning middle classes. 

For when | ventured into the spacious, modern, clean terminal 
building of the guagua station in the capital city of Santa Cruz, part of 
the floor area was occupied by what turned out to be TITSA’s eighth 
exhibition of paintings and photographs that show how much the 
guaguas are interwoven with daily life. 


So how about it, you operators of Mrs Gloag’s Wee Knitting Buses, 
Barbie’s Magenta 
Motors et a/. Might the 
sponsorship of an art 
exhibition help improve 
your public image? 
After all, was this not 
what the great Frank 
Pick did at London 
Transport 
and the Underground 
Group before it in the 
1920s and 1930s? 


ONE-UPMANSHIP DOWN UNDER... 


My item on the Southern Vectis 
flowerpot in the shape of a 
Volvo Olympian (December 
‘Tales’) prompted Peter Caunt to 
indulge in some justifiable one- 
upmanship from his home 

Down Under. 


As a Mancunian transport man 
who emigrated to Australia just 
over 20 years ago, he could 
hardly contain his enthusiasm 
when his wife suggested that 
their garden would be livened 
up by a flowerpot. He doesn’t 
say what she had in mind, but 
he had no hesitation in turning 
his hand to producing 
something unique. A planter 
in the shape of a prewar 
Manchester streamlined 
trolleybus. 

Then there’s the family 
mailbox. it is also in the shape 
of a bus — an Australian one 
this time. The nearside is in the 
livery of Entrance Red, the 
offside for Peninsula Buslines. 
He worked for both companies 
and his wife ended up as 


assistant operations manager 
with another Sydney company, 
Busways, which took over 
Peninsula in 1994. In deference 
to Mrs C, he has applied a 
Busways fleetnumber to 

the offside. 


DOWNMANSHIP 


New Zealand-based Alan 
Smeaton, meanwhile, 
discovered a piece of Australian 
eccentricity while holidaying in 
New South Wales. 

He says it’s far too boring to 
believe that the pretend London 
Transport bus stop at Katoomba 
in the Blue Mountains is hanging 
upside down because a screw is 
missing. Rather, he would like to 
believe that this is a reminder to 
visitors that they really are 
Down Under. 

Should you think that the 
upside-down depiction of an LT- 
liveried Bristol VRT is fanciful 
nonsense, he tells me — and 
this is for real — that a Series 2 
VR in just such a livery 
(despite it having no 
London connections) 
turned up to carry 
tourists. And just for the 
record, this bus most 
definitely was 
operating upright. : 

Not that such : lees 
harmless fun is confined fi + 
to the antipodes. One of 
the more notable buses 
at last year’s Showbus 


was ex-Ribble VR OCK 988K 
painted in LT livery, complete 
with fictional fleetnumber BT988, 
garage and running plates, 
destination blinds and even 
London advertising. Purists may 
squirm with horror, but it shows 
a certain sense of humour. 
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A CLASSICAL MISUNDERSTANDING? 


Chris Duncombe, who may have 
paid more attention at his Latin 
classes than | did 35 years ago, 
tells me | may be perpetuating a 
myth by suggesting (November 
‘Tales’) that Arriva is equally 
meaningless in 15 European 
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languages. ‘Arriva is the third 
person conjugation of the verb 
“arrivare” meaning to arrive,’ he 
says. ‘So Arriva actually means 
“You/he/she/it arrives”.’ Which, | 
guess, is what the company aims 
to achieve. 


VIRTUAL WALES LIVES 


ON AT GATWICK 


Back in October 2001, | regaled 
you with Mike Greenwood’s 
revelation that he and his son 
were issued with two pre-decimal 
Newport Corporation Transport 4d 
tickets for their £1.25 journey on a 
hotel shuttle bus at Gatwick 
Airport. It seems that there’s such 
an almost inexhaustible stock of 
these things that some sort of 
Virtual South Wales lives on 
around London’s second airport. 


John Wilson, latterly managing 
director at Sovereign into 
Blazefield days, was among a 
group of enthusiasts and former 
MDs who returned from a trip to 
Athens and then stayed at the Ibis 
Hotel at County Oak, Crawley. 
‘This must have been opposite the 
former Southdown Café, which 
was the comfort stop on the hourly 
Brighton express in my early 
days,’ observes John before 
revealing that these tickets have 


doubled in value in whatever 
currency applies in Virtual Wales. 


On boarding their Connexions 
Dennis Dart shuttle bus back to 
the airport, they paid their £2.50 to 
the driver of what some of John’s 
more expert colleagues swore was 
a Mistral rental formerly with 
London Transit, the newcomer in 
North Essex/Herts. Their bleary 
eyes were opened far more by the 
sight of the Ultimate ticket 
machine and even more when 
they saw the pink Newport tickets. 
John’s was numbered 90707 Fu, 
which may or may not mean 
anything. It certainly gives no clue 
to how many of these remain in 
Virtual Wales, for the Greenwoods’ 
were 23859/60 Zd. 


And in case your knowledge of 
£sd currency isn’t up to speed, the 
2002 4d ticket was for a 600d fare. 
‘And | thought any receipt had to 
be for the actual fare paid,’ muses 
John in all innocence. 


- 
( YEARS AGO 


the demise of the halfcab double-decker outside London. 


Co: February 1983 issue chronicled two more milestones in 


Leicester’s final nine open platform PD3A/12s had been 
retired at the beginning of the previous October, with the city’s Lord 
Mayor on hand to act as their last conductor, although 
Mike Greenwood reported that five of them lived on for another day 
to run a city tour as part of the city transport department's open day. 
His article also revealed that these East Lancs-bodied buses might 
not have been Leicester’s last PD3s, as a batch of rare ECW-bodied 
Atlanteans had originally been ordered as ECW-bodied PD3A/12s. 
Now they would have been even more unusual. 


Rossendale’s last PD3s also had East Lancs bodies, but these 
were exposed radiator PD3/4s and a PD3/14, all with forward 
entrances and sliding platform doors. They had been bought by 
Rawtenstall and Haslingden Corporations, which merged to form the 
Rossendale fleet in 1968. Following the final conversion of services 
to one-person operation, these buses had spent the second half of 
1982 on a free shuttle service for an Asda supermarket in 


Rawtenstall. 


As our correspondent, R. G. Fox, noted, their withdrawal left 
Blackpool as the last operator of PD3s in stage service in Lancashire. 


Shoppers board Rossendale PD3/4s 35/9 (MTJ 435C, XTJ 939D) at the 
Rawtenstall Asda store in July 1982. ALAN MILLAR 
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e want to be able 
to offer a choice 
right across the 7 


range — with the Hispano 
B7L we can now do that,’ 
says Volvo’s 

Adrian Wickens, explaining 
why the 12m B7L single- 
decker is now available in 
the UK with a Spanish-built 
body as an alternative to the 
Wright Eclipse. 


The other reason Volvo 
has turned to Hispano is its 
capacity; the Zaragoza 
factory can turn out over ; 
1,400 bodies a year and this § 
means you can get a B7L at jim 
shorter notice than was ; 
previously possible — even 
for sizeable quantities. It 
also works out a little 
cheaper than the Wright 
product; manufacturers are 
always coy about prices and 


all we could get out of Volvo is that it would 


be ‘a few percentage points cheaper’ than 
the Eclipse. 

Hispano Carrocera is not especially well 
known in the UK, although the Mercedes- 
Benz 0.404 Vita was brought into the UK 
with the Spanish-built body rather than as 
an integral, which was considered too 
pricey for the UK market. Hispano also 
built bodies on right-hand drive DAF 
SB220s for Singapore, a few of which 
have since found their way into service 
in Britain. 

The Habit — styled by the Pininfarina 
design house — is available in lengths 
from 10m to 15m plus an 18m artic on 
diesel-engined chassis from Iveco, MAN, 
Mercedes-Benz, Scania and Volvo, and 
also on trolleybus chassis. It is offered in 
low-floor and step-entry form, the latter 
still favoured in many parts of 
mainland Europe. 

Hispano says it ‘combines avant-garde 
flair and design; its stylish, sober lines give 
it a modern look that is ideal for the new 
century towns and cities’. The UK 
prototype’s silver and grey demonstration 


Top: The Volvo B7L with its new choice of Hispano 
Habit stainless-steel body. Styling is by Pininfarina. 


Above right: Rear end is tidy; the half-width rear 
window, needed because of the full depth nearside 
engine compartment, is disguised by black glass, a 

feature of the body as a whole. 


Opposite: Interior of the Hispano body is neat, and 
uses First-inspired light-coloured curved mouldings. 
Seats towards the rear, next to the engine 
compartment, are rather cramped and a bit noisy. 
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livery emphasises the sobriety, when 
coupled with Mercedes Citaro-style deep 
and very dark-tinted bonded glass which 
goes right up into the cantrail. Internally 
the windows are deep by any standard, 
and despite the dark tint give a sense of 
lightness and space, though look rather 
more conventional than the exterior. 

All round it has an appearance of 
Continental sleekness, with a stark but 
effective front end with a deep one-piece 
screen and simple equal-sized circular 
lights, with identical marker lights at roof 
level. But the simplicity of line is combined 
with an uncompromising squareness that 
gives it a utilitarian aspect. 
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Built in steel 


It certainly gives choice from the Eclipse; 
subjectively, buyers will likely favour the 
looks of one or the other. But beneath the 
skin it differs from the aluminium Eclipse, 
as it is a steel body. Mild steel is standard 
on the Habit in Southern Europe, but there 
is an option of stainless steel, which is 
what Volvo will be bringing into the UK. At 
11,260kg unladen, it is fractionally heavier 
than its 11,240kg Wright equivalent. 


Volvo is prepared to offer an articulated 
version, but expects greatest demand to 
be for the rigid, which is slightly under 12m 
long. In order to understand British needs, 
Volvo brought Hispano representatives to 
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York, to study standard FirstGroup ‘Barbie’ 
buses, the interior of which it considers 
represents a benchmark for the UK. So 
internally light-coloured, curving plastic 
mouldings predominate to good effect. 
Some of these have been created 
specifically for the UK version. 

No doubt Volvo hopes to tap new 
markets with this version of the B7L single- 
decker, which — in contrast to the highly 
successful B7TL double-decker — has not 
been a huge seller in the British Isles. So 
far, around 260 are in service, 208 with 
First (including 35 B7LA artics), with 24 
soon to be in service with Bus Eireann and 
20 B7LAs at Dublin Bus. Otherwise 
Whitelaw of Stonehouse has four and 
prototypes are in service with Arriva 
(including its ‘Bus of the Future’) and 
Travel West Midlands. The Hispano 
prototype is to enter service with Arriva. 

The newcomer has 41 seats, and like all 
B7Ls has a completely step-free gangway 
and entrance. There are a couple of 
steepish ramps towards the rear, one to 
clear the rear axle, the other leading up to 
the rear, and all but 11 seats are on 
footstools, including singles on the front of 
both front wheelarches and at the rear of 
the offside front wheelarch. Two on the flat 
are side-facing tip-ups. There are also 
rear-facing seats over the rear 
wheelarches. 

Generally, passenger spacing is 
good, and the ‘bus spotter’s’ seats over the 
front wheelarches are much more spacious 
and usable than is often the case. 
However, access to the seats towards the 
rear is more tricky, especially those 
opposite the engine compartment, which 
takes up the space of four seats in the rear 
nearside corner. 

The back seat is a three-seater, with 
restricted legroom and would only ever 
accommodate three adults who knew each 
other well and enjoyed each other’s 
company, though children might be less 
fussy. Indeed it would be cosy or 
claustrophobic for two, depending on the 
level of their relationship. With the engine 
and its ancillaries tucked away in its ‘toilet 
compartment’, seating can extend right to 
the back of the bus on the offside, and 
unlike some designs there is a half width 
rear window. 

Heating is by Purmo-style radiators in the 
front half of the bus, with a simple on/off 
switch in the cab, though the driver is 
better catered for by an independent 
heating system with a sophisticated 
electronic control system. Controls on the 
shelf below the cab window have an 
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electronic display to show how much heat 
has been selected, but this is virtually 
impossible to see, especially if the sun 
shines on it. 

The cab area is attractively laid out and 
spacious, with the dash panel sweeping 
attractively into the substantial cab door. 
This is opened, unusually, by leaning in 
and pressing a switch on the dashboard, 
and incorporates some storage and a neat 
little cash drawer. The switch arrangement 
is handy when you’re getting out, but a bit 
of a fiddle when you're getting in, and it’s 
anyone’s guess quite what happens if you 
have an assault screen. 

Most of the switches, including door 
controls and kneeling switch, are on a 
panel on the dashboard, in coach style, 
and also reminiscent of a coach are the 
cord-operated sun blinds on front and side 
windows. The signalling window is 
mounted unusually in the middle of the 
main cab window. 

The cab is a pleasant place to be; in 
addition to the individual heating, vents are 
built into the substantial window pillars 
which can carry conditioned air to the 
driver. Visibility is superb, apart from a 
blindspot caused by those thick pillars. The 
electronic destination screen is set 
behind the windscreen and controlled 
from a console above the driver’s 
head; this also incorporates 
additional ventilation and lighting. 
The heated and electrically 
adjustable mirrors are set well 
forward on arms, and are excellent; 
they don’t get in the way at 
roundabouts and appear unlikely to 
give careless alighting passengers a 
nasty headache. 

Independent front suspension gives 
Volvo’s buses a distinct edge over 
their rivals, and engine noise is 
indistinct in the cab. It is surprisingly 
manceuvrable for a 12m vehicle, and 
even the worst that Warwick and 
Leamington town centres could throw 
at us presented no difficulty. 


Five-speed ‘box 

Volvo is standardising on five-speed 
gearboxes when ZF is specified 
(although it is looking at a new six- 
speed automatic for coaches), and 
the bus was fitted with a 5HP502 
gearbox. This doesn’t get into fifth 
until about 40mph in normal driving, 
though an effective kick-down 
enables you to change down virtually 
at will. It has an NBS system to 


select neutral at bus stops, though there 
was a slight delay in regaining a gear 
when this kicked in. 


Until recently, a 7.3litre engine would 
have seemed small for a full-size bus, but 
the demonstrator has the D7C-250 
version, which produces 250hp and is fine 
for the job. It is electronically controlled 
and the bus features a complex electronic 
system giving diagnostic capabilities and 
other functions via a stalk control in the 
cab and a small screen on the dashboard. 
It also provides speed limiting, which turns 
the power off effectively as soon as you 
reach 50mph. It also shuts off the 
accelerator if the doors are open. 

The B7L may be quiet at the front, but is 
fairly noisy if you sit at the back, with the 
engine right alongside you. It is, however, 
commendably free from vibration. The 
body itself had quite a few rattles, mainly 
round the front, an issue Volvo seems 
keen to address with Hispano. 

UK demand for heavyweight 12m single- 
deckers is low; much investment in new 
buses is going into London, which requires 
10.5m single-deckers, double-deckers, but 
the Hispano body does widen the range 
and it’s likely to get noticed. 


The 
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JOHN G. LIDSTONE shares his thoughts on the diecast model bus market 


e’ve an established diecast 

model bus industry we can be 

proud of, thanks largely to 
Corgi and EFE, which have lifted us 
out of the Dinky Toy/Corgi Toy era for 
good. But even the first EFE castings 
which opened up the 1/76th scale market 
for provincial types nowadays look almost 
like Dinky Toys did then, when compared 
with the best the contemporary market can 
now Offer. 


How things have moved on and may | 
acknowledge that improvement with 
gratitude to all manufacturers? The huge 
explosion of interest in Hong Kong (no 
mass media coining insults like ‘anoraks’ 
means it’s a socially acceptable interest 
there) has opened up a whole new 
market, which influences UK trends 
and innovations. 

Comparison between the UK and Hong 
Kong model markets is interesting. 
Generally, the standard of overall accuracy 
has been better for the exacting Hong 
Kong market (premium prices allowing in 
new manufacturers and detail 
enhancements) and each new casting 
looks right without question. However, 
while we pay an agreeable price for UK 
market diecasts, | maintain that some 
Hong Kong models are grossly overpriced 
for the UK. 
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In the UK, while 
we can now have 
innovative things 
like indicator 
handles, we can 
also still get new 
castings where the 
basic shape isn’t 
right, or there are 
design faults. EFE, 
on balance, has 
the best track 
record. The shape 
you expect is what 
you'll get. 

Corgi has given = 
us some gorgeous castings (e.g. Plaxton 
Excalibur, AEC Q Type double-decker), 
but can still chuck out one that isn’t. The 
Bristol Lodekka FS is an example. It has 
basic errors and it shouldn’t as there are 
enough FSs around to check it out and get 
it right. How irritating the inaccurate upper 
saloon front windows, sloping over-bonnet 
cab-side window (should be parallel top 
and bottom), lack of depth in upper deck 
side panelling and rear wheelarches that 
almost touch the windows. Then it’s 
weakened almost to a farce on the Fife 
example by inappropriate grey window 
edging to try and mimic ECW’s cream 
window rubbers. In Hong Kong, errors like 
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these don’t happen. Shape and detail will 
be perfect every time. 

Firmly to Corgi’s credit, 2002 saw the 
gap between UK and Hong Kong model 
casting standards closing. Corgi has now 
established photo-etched wipers and scale 
mirrors as a UK standard and only Corgi 
has given us opening bonnets/cab doors 
and steerable wheels. It’s led the way 
consistently for enhancements as well as 
livery and printing excellence (and variety). 

By comparison, EFE is trailing here (but 
its prices aren't so far behind). EFE has 
both feet firmly set in tradition, having only 
just offered rearview mirrors for the first 
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time. Let’s not forget that EFE 
refused for ages to even give us 
registration numbers. 

Until recently, there’s been a 
trade-off between price and 
gimmickry between UK and 

Hong Kong; now the casting 
gap has closed and | reckon 
Corgi’s just about got it right — 
as long as its prices don’t go 
up any more. 

People won't sustainably pay 
£39 for a UK 1/76th-scale model 
(as we have to for Hong Kong 
ones). And talking to dealers, it 
seems there’s a stigma about 
breaking that £19.99 ceiling, which 
suppliers should heed if they want 
to retain volume sales. 


Is it time to turn attention to getting 
interiors better as well? Why do models 
still have steering wheels so chunky they 
would be about 6in thick in real life? Why 
can’t halfeab cabs have handbrakes and 
instrument panels? We still have Dinky 
Toy interiors with seats all moulded 
together in one colour, same colour as the 
floor and without seat-top rails or squab 
colouring. And let’s also get rid of ugly 
construction poles inside. 


As exterior detailing has improved, we 
notice what’s inside all the more. Corgi 
started this in the BMMO coach with its 
anti-macassars and tri-colour interior. 
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Hong Kong models started to fit scale 
people — drivers pre-fitted and 
passengers you could put in by 
dismantling the model (a good thing to be 
able to do, for those who want to paint). 
This seems to be dying away again now, 
and the UK market has never offered us 
this. On balance, it seems better without. 

But, outside again, a plea. Please, it’s 
high time to ditch the silvered headlamp. 
Hong Kong models have had lenses for 
ages. Surely this isn’t too expensive. The 
question will then follow, what about 
sidelamps and rear light clusters? Well, 
these look good as lenses too. It’s time 


indicator displays were set in recesses 
behind glazing. Well done, Corgi for 
innovating this on the single-deck Q Type 
last year. 

And, EFE, please no more bulkhead 
windows represented by silver patches 
and let’s have all models fully detailed, all 
round. The time has passed to leave 
undetailed flat metal devoid of beading 
wherever a decal might be applied. On 
EFEs, | can live without photo-etched 
wipers and the like as long as the price 
stays down. So if you raise the price, then 
match the detail. 
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Maybe separate market niches for Corgi 
and EFE could be emerging here, 
especially as EFE dives Underground with 
its pleasing 1938 trains. 


The Hong Kong market shows that there 
is a market for one-off vehicles and rarer 
types but here, EFE and Corgi still shy 
away from other than the ‘bulk livery 
possibility’. 

Ideas like a Warrington Foden PVD6, 
Stockport Crossley, Cardiff single-deck 
trolleybus, Chester Guy Arab V, Belfast 
Daimler CW rebody, Maidstone & District 
AEC Regal open-top (1/50th would be 
fun), Llandudno Guy, Glasgow AEC 
Regent V, Southport PD2 open-top, 
Eastern National KSW open-topper, an 
Albion Victor FT39 or Birmingham 
‘standard’ come to mind. We have a rich 
heritage. Let’s get the variety in our 
model parc. Thanks to Gavin Booth 
and Classic Bus for teasing out the 
popular wants. 

More ideas are a Mancunian Fleetline, 
Palatine |-bodied Volvo Olympian, ECW- 
bodied Olympian coach or a selection of 
Dennis Trident open-toppers or even a 
Ford Transit. Corgi’s new East Lancs- 
bodied forward-entrance casting will offer 
the chance for the first UK Daimler CVG6 
and | hope it’s a start to ‘lesser’ types 
being captured. 

It's a pity 1/50th scale seems to have 
died. 1/50th offers scope you just don’t get 
with 1/76th — e.g. for painting and 
modification; also, it offers a downright 
satisfying model you can get hold of. 
Maybe people’s available space for 1/50th 
scale filled up and flattened the market 
before possibilities had run their course. 
Imagine a Mercedes-Benz 709D, Plaxton 
President, open-top Metroliner, Leyland 
TD1 or new ALX500 to this scale. They'd 
be magnificent. Maybe the inexcusably 
weak 1/50th scale Corgi Routemaster 
damned the breed. 


I’'d like to ask (in an area allegedly 
crawling with enthusiasts) why nobody 
has produced a single model in Southend 
Corporation colours. Southend had its 
own shade of blue. Other municipals like 
Leigh, Chester and Lincoln could also do 
with an airing and what about a Kelvin 
Scottish RM? 


Some Hong Kong market models have 
started to include souvenir badges — 
the wonderful Best Choose S-class 
Guy has a superb Indian’s Head tin-front 
badge replica. Corgi gave us cap badges 
a while ago. How about some badges to 
pep up interest? 

Competition is good, as long as it raises 
standards and keeps a guard on price. 
Maybe our space for 1/76th scale models 


fa 


is now nearly full too, as 
| see quantities of 
unsold EFEs and Corgis 
almost littering every 
bus rally | go to, with 
tent after tent stacked 
high. This suggests 
market saturation and/or 
over-supply, something 
both EFE and Corgi 
have addressed by 
reducing release totals 
last year. 

Because there is less 
variety of new types in 
Hong Kong, that market 
has gone retro to keep 
vibrant. Some of the 
best halfcab models 
ever are now being 
produced — such as 
the wonderful Best 
Choose S-class and the 
KMB Daimler CVG5 
from Cars Workshop. A 
shame that ABC has 
gone to the wall, having 
given us a first foray out 
of Hong Kong with its 
magnificent Sydney 35- 
seater saloon. How 
about some overseas 
halfcabs like a Madrid 
Leyland PD2/20 
or a Singapore 
Albion Victor? 

What do you want 
the model 
manufacturers to 
produce? What do 
you consider to be the 
right balance between 
price and detail? Do 
you want more 
castings of today’s 
buses or those of 
days gone by? Write 
to the Editor (address 
on p4) with your 
thoughts and ideas. 
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A Condor that could also be a Dragon and exports that later became imports? 
MIKE FENTON provides the answers 


t is interesting how happenings in the bus world have a habit Under the name Condor, Dennis supplied the model only to 
of going full circle. Take Hong Kong, for example. In the 1970s | CMB although the Dragon, sold to both KMB and Citybus, was 
and 1980s, operators were desperate to increase their fleets’ identical. To add further confusion, the chassis plate on Northern 
carrying capacities and both the China Motor Bus Company Blue’s G452 FVX proclaimed the model to be a Dominator which, 
(CMB) and Kowloon Motor Bus Company (KMB) bought of course, was shorter and had only two axles. 
secondhand double-deckers from UK operators, 
many of the later acquisitions being former London 
Transport DM and DMS-class Daimler Fleetlines. 


Citybus also obtained vehicles from this source, 
augmented by buses from other UK fleets, and the 
Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation obtained 
several South Yorkshire PTE MCW Metrobuses 
in 1988. 
In the new millennium, however, secondhand 
buses were travelling in the opposite direction, with 
former New World First Bus stock, which had 7 


originated with CMB, purchased by UK operators [Eg , | dy ve 
via importer and dealer Ensignbus. ‘ | f 


These were no ordinary vehicles, being three- <— ° im NGL 
axle, 12m Metrobuses and Dennis Condors with = 1 @ F 
Duple Metsec bodies. The first Condor to appear 
was a 1989 example, new as CMB DL43 with 
Hong Kong registration EJ 1293, and this entered 
service on a school contract with Burnley-based 
operator Northern Blue in September 2001, 
converted to single door. 


he latest addition to Corgi’s Original Omnibus Company range of 1/76th 


scale diecast bus models is one of the classic designs of the late-1950s ; 
and early to mid-1960s — a 30ft forward entrance East Lancs halfcab. . e | oul 


Over 100 were built on a variety of Leyland, Daimler and AEC chassis 
between 1959 and 1969, and these buses operated for a variety of mainly 
municipal fleets. Some had centre rear emergency doors, while others had 
an offside door. Some had jackknife folding platform doors, others a sliding 309] & 
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door. All of these variants will be offered by Corgi. 

First into the shops will be St Helens Corporation K199 (KDJ 999), é 
a 1959 AEC Regent V with sliding platform door and rear emergency door. ° 
It was the only forward entrance double-decker bought by St Helens. 

Corgi is making a rare hand-painted prototype of this bus available 

to one BUSES reader. These unboxed prototypes are the Penny Blacks 
of the model bus world. They sometimes differ in tiny detail from 
the production models and, consequently, change hands for much 
higher prices. 

To be that lucky reader, just answer the questions below and send in your 
answers to arrive no later than Monday 3 March. All correct answers will be 
entered into a draw and the winner will be announced in the April issue of BUSES. 


Name | 5 
1) Where is East Lancs Coachbuilders based? 
[ |Blackpool [_|Blackburn [| Hyndburn Address | | 


2) Which of today’s operators runs what used | | 
to be St Helens Corporation? 
[_]Arriva [_|FirstGroup |_| Stagecoach Postcode | | 


The Editor’s decision is final and no correspondence can be 

entered into. The prize is as described and there is no cash Please mark your answers with a tick and send this coupon (or a photocopy) to BUSES 
alternative. The competition is not open to employees of lan ; 

Allan Publishing or Buses magazine. Model Competition, PO Box 3759, Glasgow, G41 5YN 
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lan Allan tHe WORLD'S LEADING TRANSPORT PUBLISHER 


LONDON COUNTRY IN THE 1970s 
Steve Fennell ISBN: 0711028869 280mm x 215mm HB £14.99 


A lovely large format book which takes a thorough and detailed journey through London Country's long 
history. Although the operator experienced many problems, often as a result of its ageing fleet when 
first established, it was to become one of the major forces within NBC by its demise, a transformation 
reflected graphically in this fine selection of photographs. Hugely entertaining for all followers of 
London Country and its operations. 


Also of interest... 

LONDON COUNTRY BUSES: A COLOUR 
PORTFOLIO 

Michael H.C. Baker ISBN: 071105576 184mm x 240mm HB 80pp £14.99 


HEYDAY OF THE RT 


Kevin McCormack ISBN: 071102927X 184mm x 240mm 80pp in colour 
HB £14.99 


Also of interest... 


HEYDAY OF THE HALF CAB 
Kevin McCormack ISBN: 0711028893 184mm x 240mm 80pp in colour HB : : 
£14.99 > 


GLORY DAYS: NORTHERN GENERAL 
Bob Kell ISBN: 0711028737 184mm x 240mm 96pp HB £16.99 
Also of interest... 


GLORY DAYS: BRISTOL VR 
John Hypher ISBN: 0711028702 184mm x 240mm 96pp HB £16.99 


GLORY DAYS: MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT 
Colin Morris ISBN: 0711028583 184mm x 240mm 96pp HB £16.99 
Also of interest... 


GLORY DAYS: BOURNEMOUTH TRANSPORT 
Colin Morris ISBN: 071102877X 184mm x 240mm HB 96pp £16.99 


STREETS OF EDINBURGH 


Gavin Booth ISBN: 0711028664 184mm x 240mm 80pp in colour HB 
£14.99 


Also of interest... 


STREETS OF LONDON 
Colin Morris ISBN: 071102877X 184mm x 240mm HB 96pp £16.99 


LITTLE RED BOOK 2003 
Tony Pattison ISBN: 0711029083 2235mm x 172mm 224pp HB £30.00 
Also of interest... 


BUSES YEARBOOK 2003 
Stewart J. Brown ISBN: 0711028494 235mm x 172mm 128pp inc colour HB £13.99 


PUBLISHING 
Order via post, fax or e-mail: 


Or order on-line from lan Allan’s new website — MAIL ORDER Pap 
UK - 10% of cost, min 


IAN ALLAN PUBLISHING MAIL ORDER DEPT (BX), 7 Srey adit: £4.00 max 
4 WATLING DRIVE, HINCKLEY, LEICS LE10 3EY ‘ianallan Over £50 Post FREE 
Tel: 01455 233747 Fax: 01455 233737 BFeb/f nog se. z coe 
min UU, (J 
E-mail: midlandbooks@compuserve.com com orders over £150 
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he recent appearance of EFE’s 
PP evcree & District Leyland 

Fleetline diecast model reminds me 
of an amusing story that nearly caused an 


‘incident’ and also got me into some hot 
water with my then boss. 


In February 1994, when Greater 
Manchester Buses South was sold to its 
employees, Stagecoach (which had bid to 
buy the company) set up its first Stagecoach 
Manchester, a Ribble subsidiary that began 
operating on one of GMB South's principal 
core routes, 192 (Manchester 
Piccadilly-Stockport—Hazel Grove). Its brand 
new, well-lit Alexander-bodied Volvo B6s 
competed against the under-funded 
incumbent's tired, dowdy and poorly lit GM 
Standards and Metrobuses. The omens for 
GMB South were not good. Loadings on the 
192s showed that passengers preferred the 
newer operator and opportunities for 
retaliation were limited. 

Eventually, GMB South identified an 
opportunity to retaliate in Lancashire where 
Ribble enjoyed a monopoly on the old 
established X43 express between Colne, 
Nelson, Burnley, Rawtenstall and 
Manchester. Charterplan — GMB South’s 
coaching business — ran the rival service 
with a 99p return fare instead of over £5 
charged by Ribble. 

Ribble then doubled the frequency and 
reduced its fares to 95p. The battle ended in 
February 1995, when Stagecoach halved its 
Manchester operation and Charterplan 
withdrew from the X43. 


Grubby Tigers 

Charterplan was my employer in 1994 and 
so, from late that March, | was liable to find 
myself driving one of several rather elderly 
and grubby Tigers or Volvo B10Ms on our 
version of the X43. And while only people 
with direct contact to the relevant 
boardrooms can say how relations were, at 
platform level drivers of whatever political 
persuasion were apt to compare notes over 
a mug of tea, and at such time was a bit of 
mischief concocted by yours truly . . . 

Some of GMB South’s Standard Fleetlines 
were being repainted blue and cream — the 
old Birkenhead Corporation colours — in 
preparation for the launch of Birkenhead & 
District. This was another retaliatory move, 
as MTL had greatly expanded its services 
around Manchester in October 1993. 

Those repainted first were put to good use 
until the whole fleet was available for 
transfer to its new home on the Wirral. And 
what better place than the Wilmslow Road 
corridor where competition was rife and 
buses in yet another hue were unlikely to be 
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HOWARD J. PILTZ recalls a moment when mischievous gossip 


noticed by the traveling public? 
Except, that is, the bus 
enthusiast, and so one morning during a 
layover on the X43 at Chorlton Street Coach 
Station, the conversation went something 
like this: 

Ribble driver/enthusiast: ‘So what's those 
blue and cream ‘deckers all about, then?’ 
Me — thinking faster than usual: 

‘Well... they were going to Merseyside, but 
there’s been a change of heart and | believe 
there’s a new registration gone into the 
traffic commissioner to see them in Burnley 
on the 152 to Blackburn and Preston.’ 
[Another lucrative Ribble route] 

Ribble driver, somewhat shocked: ‘Oh!’ 

After that bit of brainstorming, | thought 
nothing more about my little bit of mischief. 
After all, in a day or two it would be April 
Fool’s Day. Oh, how little did | realise, for 
later in the day another Ribble driver 
accosted me: ‘Did you know?’ . . . Oh, oh, 
here goes ... ‘GM has registered a new 
route from Burnley to Preston and it starts 
next Monday.’ 

Me: ‘OA!’ Now it’s well known in the 
industry that idle chatter, gossip and rumour 
can make a 10.00 pimple into a serious skin 
disorder by noon. So early next morning, as 
| was preparing for another day on the X43s 
at Charterplan’s 
Charles Street, 
Stockport depot, there 
was this bellowing from 
the boss's office. 

‘HOWARD! Commest 
hither and explain!’ He 
was not a happy bunny, 
having been disturbed 
late the previous 
evening by his contact 
within Stagecoach. 
What was going on? 
Why was Perth — no 
less — getting all of a 
flap? What had | been 
saying? Did | know just 
how much trouble I'd 
caused? Funny how he 
knew it was me, 
without 
even asking. 


Suitably chastised? 
| have to confess to being more than a little 
mildly amused even if | had to appear 
suitably chastised, but the last laugh was yet 
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may have rattled a certain boardroom in Perth 


to come. The whole purpose of the exercise 
was to cause as much discomfort to 
Stagecoach as possible, and if insufficient 
coaches were available, then anything was 
to be used to comply with the route’s 
registration. Anything. Even, perhaps in an 
emergency, the yard cleaner’s wheelbarrow. 


And it wasn’t unknown for one of our 
service buses to be turned out, even one of 
the three infamous Dennis Falcon Vs. A few 
trips to Burnley in one of those and you sure 
knew you'd done a day’s work. And what 
could | see being parked up after a visit to 
the paintshop at the adjacent GM 
Engineering, all pristine in blue and cream? 
You've guessed it, so it was no surprise to 
hear me commenting to the boss what an 
interesting idea it might be to see what the 
Stagecoach staff at Burnley might make of 
that bus turning up there? 

Retreat rapidly, Howard, very rapidly, to the 
dying strains of the boss’s pained voice at 
full, hoarse volume with office door 
slamming sharply behind: ‘No!’he 
screamed, ‘Absolutely, unequivocally, 
undoubtedly No! On pain of instant 
dismissal!’ 


‘Oh well, never mind,’ | thought. ‘Nice Try.’ 


BEAD B DISTRICT. 


Above: The true purpose of GM Buses South’s blue 
Northern Counties-bodied Fleetlines was revealed 
on 31 May 1994, when it launched Birkenhead & 
District in direct competition with MTUs Wirral 
routes. Immaculately turned out 4043 (ANA 43T) — 
complete with windscreen advertisement for free 
travel on the first day — stands in front of an MTL 
Ailsa at Liscard Village. JOHN YOUNG 5 
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L. GARDNER & 
LIMITED, LEGE 
ENGINEERING 


GRAHAM EDGE, GINGERFOLD 
PUBLICATIONS, ISBN 1 902356 10 1, 
280MM x 210MM, 208pp, 
HARDBACK, £24.50 


Graham Edge 
probably knows more 
about lorries than 
buses, but this book is 
still a most welcome 
definitive history of 
the company behind 
the diesel engines 
that transformed both 
industries in 

the 1930s. 


It's no exaggeration 
to say that Gardner 
— based at 
Patricroft, outside Manchester — 
also changed ordinary British people’s everyday 
lives. Or as the author puts it: ‘The 
achievements of the Gardner family . . . and the 
revolutionary impact they had on road transport 
in this country has never been fully 
acknowledged. They changed the economics of 
moving goods and people; in itself a 
magnificent accomplishment.’ 


It's remarkable enough that the 6LW engine 
installed in new buses in the mid-1960s 
changed little from the first one built in June 
1931, simply because Gardner got it right first 
time. But consider also that although it had 
been around since 1868 and had become an 
industrial and marine engine specialist, the 
company had built nothing like the LW or its 
similarly small, fast-revving L2 marine engine 
launched two years earlier. It was so successful 
that the labour force at Patricroft almost tripled 
during the 1930s as Gardner cornered a large 
slice of the emerging market for automotive 
diesels and went on to prosper postwar. 


Yet this also was an insular, ultimately 
arrogant company that sowed many seeds of its 
ultimate downfall. On one hand, Hugh Gardner 
— a third generation family member who 
became chairman in 1955 — was the 
engineering genius behind the 6LX engine of 
1958. But he persisted in charging a premium 
for engines that often were in short supply and 
was vehemently opposed to turbocharging 
them. His determination to keep the company in 
family control put several dutiful employees on 
to the board on the apparent understanding that 
they paid for their discounted canteen lunches 
by following the chairman’s voting instructions 
at half-yearly board meetings. 

‘In the unlikely event of anything being 
queried,’ says Edge, ‘Hugh Gardner would 
retort: “I am the largest employer of labour in 
Eccles. I’ve got a 12-month order book and | 
make a respectable profit. Where am | wrong?” 

Hugh Gardner was 73 when Hawker Siddeley 
bought the company in 1977 and tried in vain to 
stem the loss of Gardner’s market share by 
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investing in new turbocharged engines. Perkins 
took it off its hands in 1986, but ran the 
business down and new owner Texas Group 
has since ceased manufacturing and 
reconditioning Gardner engines. 


ALAN MILLAR 


LONDON’S GOLDEN 
JUBILEE BUSES 


DAVID STEWART, CAPITAL TRANSPORT, 
ISBN 185414 264 X, 200MMx210MM, 
80pp, SOFTBACK, £9.95 


Back in 1977, the task of painting 25 London 
Transport Routemasters silver to commemorate 
the Queen’s jubilee must have been daunting. 
During 2001, the Golden Jubilee Office 
approached Transport for London with the 
view to preparing 50 gold buses, this time of 
varying types and belonging to different 
operators. On top of the logistics involved, it 
was specified that advertising contracts would 
only be for seven months and vehicles should 
not remain in livery beyond December 2002 
(hence the application of quickly removable 
vinyls on most of the buses). 


This lavishly illustrated book from Capital 
Transport chronicles the hectic process, starting 
with initial mock-up designs to entice potential 
sponsors and a photograph of optional (but not 
used) special seat moquette and printed vinyl 
floor coverings. There are also photos of buses 
having gold vinyls applied, their first rather 
unimpressive appearance in service minus 
adverts and logos and taking part in the golden 
jubilee pageant on 4 June. 

The square format of the publication allows an 
excellent selection of large colour photos of the 
buses featured mainly in sunny locations in and 
around the UK capital with helpful caption notes 
and observations (many drawing attention to 
the distinct differing shades of painted gold on 
areas such as window frames where vinyls 
were difficult to apply). Golden RT4712 is 
featured in two chapters — the first showing 
some of the special events in which it took part 
and the second concentrating on routes on 
which it ran. 

My only disappointment is that the book does 
not contain a complete list of the vehicles in 
company order indicating their sponsors. 
Otherwise an essential purchase at an 
affordable price, not only for London 
enthusiasts, but also for those who would enjoy 
a fascinating account of an unrepeatable 
snapshot in time. 


RICHARD WALTER 


EPSOM COACHES 
A DRIVING FORCE 


SINCE 1920 


ROY and ANDREW RICHMOND, 

DTS PUBLISHING, ISBN 1 900515 65 2, 
250MM x 170MM, 112pp, 
HARDBACK, £11.95 


Quite simply, this is 
the autobiography of 
one of south-east 
England's longest 
established, best- 
known and most 
respected coach 
companies. 

Roy Richmond is the 
77-year-old son of the 
company’s founder, 
while Andrew is his 
younger son. 


While the book is also 
written for the local 
history market, there is 
plenty for the enthusiast. 
Indeed, as with so many operator histories, it’s 
as much a history of the coach and 
independent bus industry of the 20th century 
and of the people who made it all possible. 


It takes us from the primitive charabancs of 
the 1920s, vehicles so poorly lit that they were 
seldom taken out after dark, through postwar 
boom years when bodybuilders like Whitson 
and Yeates held sway, to today’s Volvos, Setras 
and Dennises. Besides the wealth of anecdotes 
and excellent colour and black and white 
pictures, there’s a full list (courtesy of the PSV 
Circle) of every coach and bus the company 
has owned. 


Epsom Coaches 


A driving force since 1920 


Roy and Andrew Richmond 
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PRESERVED BUSES, 
2002 EDITION 


PSV CIRCLE (30 Bonnersfield Lane, Harrow, 
HA1 2LE), No ISBN number, 148MM x 
210MM, 180pp, SOFTBACK, £14.00 


The third edition of this invaluable publication is 
to the same landscape format as previously. 
However, the page count has increased by 28, 
there are now 20 monochrome illustrations and 
the covers are in colour. 


As previously, all the photos were taken at 
rallies or museums and, to this eye, are terribly 
sterile as a result. | cannot believe that it is not 
possible to have photos included that show now 
preserved PSVs in their previous working 
environment. But that is purely a personal 
quibble. The book is a marvellous work of 
reference, although some mistakes are 
perpetuated from the previous edition. 


And where someone is trying to track the 
history of a particular preserved PSV, this 
publication can be frustrating in that it is not 
always consistent in identifying previous 
owners. For instance, BUT 9611T GFU 692 is 
quoted as being ex-Cleethorpes, suggesting it 
never operated for either Grimsby-Cleethorpes 


BUSES 


or Walsall, which it did. While it is impossible to 
quote all the ownerships through which 
preserved PSVs have passed, surely a 
consistent record should be maintained, quoting 
either the operator to which the vehicle was 
delivered or the final operating owner. And | 
wish that the entries were grouped by 
manufacturer and model type, rather than the 
identifying-by-registration-number system used. 


MICHAEL DRYHURST 


MY FIRST 44 PHOTOGRAPHS 


OF THE RED & WHITE 


PETER DAVEY, BRISTOL OMNIBUS 
PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTION (4 Downs Park 
East, Bristol, BS6 7QD), No ISBN number, 
210MM x 146MM, 20pp, SOFTBACK, 
£5.00 (cheques payable to ‘Peter Davey’) 


This follows the format of Peter Davey’s 
earlier ‘First 44’ 
books of Bristol, Wi 

Western & Southern My ANA 
National and Sit 


London Transport Pbologryphe 
buses. This one of the 
runs from Albions in RED & WHITE 


1947 and 1950 
through to MWs and 
REs in 1968, and 
includes Bristol 
Tramways wartime 
K-types rebodied 
with Duple bodies 
from unwanted Red 
& White Albions. 


o 
Peter Davey 


SCOTTISH TRANSPORT No. 54 


Edited by IAN STEWART, SCOTTISH 
TRAMWAY & TRANSPORT SOCIETY 
(PO Box 78, Glasgow, G3 6ER), 

ISSN 0048 9808, 210MM x 146MM, 
A8pp, SOFTBACK, £6.00 


While the STTS maintains some interest in 
today’s transport scene and casts its eyes 
beyond its beloved trams, this latest edition of 
its now annual magazine wallows entirely in 
nostalgia — and trams fill all but 11 pages. 


Besides a useful analysis of the Scottish tram 
market, there’s a detailed account of the last 
days of the Glasgow system and the 
preparations for the final send-off 40 years ago 
last September. That includes the revelation 
that the schoolboy son of the transport 
department’s general manager drove the last 
working tram of all back to its depot. 

The main bus article describes double- 
deckers that Western SMT ran on former 
Caledonian Omnibus Company routes in the 
early-1950s. There also are some splendid 
colour pictures of other Western buses in the 
1950s and early 1960s, while buses sneaking 
into tram shots include the speeding image of 
an ex-London RTL of Central SMT. 
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FAGEOL & TWIN 


COACH BUSES 


HALF-CABS REMEMBERED 


1922-1956 PHOTO ARCHIVE 


WILLIAM A. LUKE, ICONOGRAFIX PHOTO 
ARCHIVE SERIES (PO BOX 446, Hudson, 
WI 54016, USA), 215MM x 255MM, 
126pp, SOFTBACK, US$29.95 


Where would we be without Buses? Tucked 
away in the ads section of the November issue 
is ‘Showbus Leylands at Duxford’ and the point 
of this allusion is the windscreen of the 
Westnederland 1975 Leyland National, that six- 
piece ‘lantern style’ so beloved of Dutch 
operators. Where, | asked myself, had | seen 
this originally? 


And before long, recall finally kicked in. Twin 
Coach. Yes, with its post-WW2 range, Twin 
Coach introduced exactly that style of 
windscreen in 1947, and is it more thana 
passing coincidence that in that same year 
eight Twin Coach 41-S were exported from the 
USA to . . . Holland? 


This seventh book in the Iconografix bus 
series is a must for anyone interested in the 
American bus and, for that matter, the 
development of the British bus, for the original 
Twin Coach transit bus was powered by two 
side-mounted engines. Which British bus 
designer/engineer had experience of working in 
the USA? Which British company produced a 
model with a side-mounted engine, and who 
was its designer? ‘Nuff said... 


And given the current British ‘discovery’ of the 
articulated bus (that road space-grabbing 
monster that takes up the area of two double- 
deckers without the same amount of capacity), 
Twin Coach introduced such a vehicle in 1938, 
with the four-axle 58-seater Super Twin. 
However, it did not bend left nor right, but only 
vertically and, as the caption states, ‘making it 
difficult for the bus to round corners’. And they 
say Brits are given to understatement. 

This book is copiously illustrated, covering all 
models produced of bus, coach and trolleybus, 
from the start of Fageol production in 1922 to 
1956, with the transfer of production to Fixible. 
Besides its stylish designs, Twin Coach was 
also in the export business, supplying Brazil, 
the Netherlands, Switzerland and Turkey. 


MICHAEL DRYHURST 


Twin Coach produced many trolleybuses, 
including this, one of ninety 44TTWs delivered 
to San Francisco Municipal Railway in 
1949-51, and photographed in 1969. 

Note the trademark six-piece 

windscreen. MICHAEL DRYHURST 


NOVA HOME VIDEO 
60min GUIDE PRICE £12.99 


BRITISH BUSES 2002 


DD VIDEO 88min GUIDE PRICE £14.99 


Although they are distributed under different 
labels, both of these videos are Nova 
productions, with well-delivered commentaries 
by Andrew White of Nova. There is some 
overlap of content, and with other recent Nova 
videos. 


Nova is one of the better bus video producers 
and its strength is the quality of its filming and 
editing — especially some well-thought-out links 
between sequences — and generally of its 
commentary. But it films a lot of its work in or 
near its base in South Yorkshire and the 
commentaries aren't perfect. The 2002 film 
includes such bloopers as moving 
Willowbrook’s factory from Loughborough to 
Cannock, a three-axle Metrobus described as a 
Duple Metsec and a rare preserved Sunderland 
Corporation Atkinson filmed at the Gateshead 
Rally without any explanation of what it is. 


Half-Cabs Remembered is quasi-educational, 
describing the development of halfcabs from the 
1920s to the 1960s in a most logical way. It 
does this largely through footage of preserved 
examples, with a small amount of archive film 
from Sheffield and London and enlightening 
interviews with local experts. Few are more 
enlightening than Tony Peart’s description of 
Doncaster AEC Regent III 122, a bus sold 
quickly because it was too wide for the 
corporation’s bus wash. 


Perhaps ‘Remembered’ isn’t the right word for 
a video that relies so heavily on recent rather 
than archive footage and indeed for one in 
which several of the subjects are static or slow 
moving. For surely we remember halfcabs as 
much for their distinctive sound effects, few of 
which are captured in anything other than 
frustratingly short snatches. 


There’s a better selection of bus sounds on 
British Buses 
2002, a 
compendium of 
some of the 
year’s bus and 
trolleybus rallies, 
interspersed with 
a look at some 
museums and at 
modern buses 
carrying real 
passengers in 
everyday service. 
Music of the 
instrumental and ese tare 
electronic variety is Fiat Sass 
banished from the \uliil D.. 
soundtrack, which 
ends with title 
sequences rolling to 


Nova 


the melodious sound H, VOvE 
of a manual gearbox a 
AEC labouring up a aN Cabs 5 ag 


slow gradient. And in 
case you’ve not yet 
realised it, this film 
reveals that an 
Optare Solo rumbles = 
like no other 
contemporary bus 
— proof indeed that 
character hasn't yet 
been engineered 
out of today’s 
vehicles. 


ALAN MILLAR 
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G41 5YN 


or e-mail alan@millar1.demon.co.uk 
(Please quote postal address if communicating 
by e-mail) 


| The answer to Geoff Slocombe’s question, ‘Is 
this why London Easylink failed?’ (You Write, 
| December) is ‘no’. First, | believe the story is 
| far from simple. | suspect we will never know 
the full story for this dramatic failure. 


| Reverting to Mr Slocombe’s suggestion that 
blinds were linked to the failure of DTS, | 
believe both routes were awarded as quality 
contracts. These pay the operator for 
operating a reliable service irrespective of how 
many passengers are carried. Any revenue 
collected is paid to Transport for London. As 
someone who has driven on route 185 since 


to meet quality targets if fewer passengers 
were carried. So it would help if potential 
passengers did not know where the buses 
were going. 

Despite having Disability Discrimination Act 
compliant blinds, Easylink’s buses did carry 
via points. | believe that route 185 did not 
require DDA compliant blinds as the vehicles 
were in build before January 2001, but there 
was an agreement between DTS and TfL 
to do so. 

Buses on route 42 used similar blind 
displays (although modified to meet DDA 


single-deckers in London since around 1990. 


There is a debate about the benefit of via 
points. With the traditional London double- 
deck displays, the points are served in the 
opposite order for 50% of all journeys (not a 
problem with the Easylink blinds as the via 
points were on the ultimate destination blind). 


Further confusion is caused because via 
points remain on display after the point has 
been served. My views on via points changed 
to being against them when on one occasion | 
drove to the terminus and two passengers 
remained on the bus. These passengers had 
boarded my bus after the point they wanted 
but they had boarded because the bus had 
their destination on the front as a via point. If 
the bus had not had via points they would 
have asked if it was serving the point they 
wanted and | would have advised them they 
were on the wrong bus. 


Easylink’s demise, | believe it would be easier | 


requirements) to those that had been used on J 


Until we get reliable and clear electronic 
blind displays that only show via points in the 
correct order and remove them once they 
have been passed, | think via points should 
not be shown. 


Anyway, | wonder how many, apart from my 
confused passengers mentioned above, 
actually read via points or even the 
destination. Plenty of people board buses | 
am driving and ask where it is going, even if 
the destination is on the front, so | think that 
answers Mr Slocombe’s final question. 


Keith Nason 
London, NW9 


| was concerned to read the article referring to 
the Maltese operators’ order for 110 Turkish 
Falcons (Global News, November). 


There has been a number of occasions 
where there have been claims by third parties 
to the Marshall Bus (UK) Ltd designs, 
manufacturing licences and even the use of 
the flying ‘M’ logo following the recent demise 
of the Marshall Bus company. We would like 
to put the record straight and end any 
confusion or misunderstanding that your 
readers may have regarding Marshall Bus. 


We purchased the assets, stock, work in 
progress, all design rights to the Marshall bus 
| products and flying ‘M’ logo in August 2002 
and formed our new bus manufacturing 
company, MCV Bus & Coach Ltd. Production 
| has moved to a brand new 30,000sqft facility 
at Sutton, near Ely in Cambridgeshire and 


we are producing our first contract to supply 
Warrington Borough Transport with five 10.8m 
city bus bodies mounted to the Dennis Dart 
SLF chassis. 


There is no current licensing arrangement 
approved for any third party and it is certainly 
not our intention to enter into such an 
agreement at this stage in our company’s 
development, or even consider the third party 
use of the flying ‘M’ logo. It is our objective to 
build on the previous reputation that 
Marshall’s earned and remain an independent 
| British bus manufacturer. 

Hopefully, the publication of this letter will 

| allow your readers to understand the situation 
a lot clearer and without any further doubt to 
what happened to Marshall Bus (UK) Ltd. 


| 


Vernon Mclay Edwards 
Commercial Director, 
MCV Bus & Coach Ltd 


commenced in October. At the time of writing, | 


| Adapt, 
| Dunstable 


The letter from Robert Percy (You Write, 
November) on the proposed Translink busway 
contained several huge inaccuracies that 
need correcting. Only the largest ones are 


| tackled here. 


He suggests that the money to create 
Translink is in place and only the Association 
for Dunstable Area Passenger Trains (Adapt) 
was preventing it from happening. Thanks. 
Had we such power one wonders why the line 
is not up and running too. There are three 
major obstacles ranged against Translink. 
First, the people of Dunstable are showing 
understandable reluctance to accept a 
busway being foisted on them and are backed 
totally by their town council. It in turn is armed 
with extensive referendums measuring the 
real support of local people for a railway. 

Second, damning reports by government- 
appointed consultants show the busway 
scheme fails to deliver on most acceptable 
benchmarks. The most recent report, by Ove 
Arup, was very critical, as was the first by 
WS Atkins. Both reports have gradually come 
into the public domain but were withheld 
initially from councillors, as is the norm when 
Translink doesn’t want to face the truth. 


The latest report expresses the view that the 


| cost benefit is as low as 1: 1.05 — essentially 


not worth the investment of £70 million. 
Incidentally, that is a figure far in excess of 
providing a modern electric rail link. The 
report identifies that on a 30-year forecast, the 
busway shows a ‘negative benefit’. In other 
words, not sufficient income to justify renewal 
when the concrete is life expired. 

The third problem is that HM Treasury has 
asked Luton to find ‘upwards of 25%’ from the 
private finance initiative as its contribution to 
the £70 million. This excludes the new bus 
fleet required. Luton councillors had this 
described to them as ‘possibly of up to 25%’ 
and from their own resources. Most schemes 
come in at a 50/50 breakdown. 


The notion suggested by Mr Percy that the 
funds are in place has surely come from the 
Translink team. | suggest that Mr Percy asks 
Translink for a full copy of the Ove Arup report 
and to form his own informed view. 

As his objective of establishing a trolleybus 
system was his real desire, he could also 
ask Translink if it has correctly, as per 
government planning criteria, evaluated 
such a sensible idea. The answers would 
be interesting to read. 


L. Freitag 


Mr Percy tells us that Translink has been fully 
researched by professional transport 
consultants. ‘Rome has spoken, the matter 

is finished.’ 

My recollection is that the consultants 
‘costed’ four options. These were 1) an electric 
railway, 2) a railway on which diesel multiple 
units (DMUs) would operate, 3) a tramway and 
4) a guided busway. They told us that the 
guided busway would use existing depot 
facilities, but expensive depot facilities would 
be necessary for the DMUs and for 
the trams. 


We were told that the nearest servicing 
facilities for DMUs were at Bletchley, 40miles 
away by railway and that this was too far. My 
understanding is that the units used on the 
Carlisle-Whitehaven-Barrow service go to 
Newcastle for servicing, which is a good 
deal farther. 


| had the chance to discuss the figure 
‘costed’ for the tramway depot with one of 
those involved in planning Croydon Tramlink. | 
was told that this figure was excessive and 
could only be justified if the trams were all 
kept under cover at night, which is not 
present practice. 


Mr Percy points out that the Luton and 
Dunstable railway has not been used for many 
years. This is because a long stretch at the 
Luton end was moved to the north to make 
way for a new road. This, like anything else 
local authorities do in Luton, took time. While 
the railway was being moved, the cement 
traffic — which up to then had 
been carried on it — went by road and it 
remained on the roads when the railway was 
eventually finished. Therefore, a brand new 
stretch of railway has never been used. It is 
this stretch which will be removed to make 
way for the busway. 


If, as Mr Percy tells us, the railway is single 
track and unable to accommodate double 
track because of its geography, how is a 
busway going to be fitted into its trackbed? Is 
the busway also to be single track with 
passing loops so that buses already delayed 
in Luton or Dunstable traffic congestion at 
either end of the busway will be still further 
delayed by waiting at loops for buses coming 
the other way? 


| have only once ridden from Luton to 
Dunstable on a bus within the time stated in 
the timetable. | cannot see the proposed 
busway bringing about a real improvement 
here. Buses will have to get off the busway at 
either end as does traffic on the new road that 
it would parallel. Mr Percy is quite right about 
the peculiar road layout in Dunstable town 
centre but, according to the plans | have seen, 
the busway will not go anywhere near 
Dunstable town centre. 

|, too, lived in Luton for several years. | 
consider that transport planning there is only 
too typical of that in the rest of the country. | 
do not think we can blame Mr Deaves for the 
situation in Luton. His complaint to the 
Advertising Standards Authority was upheld. 
The local authorities have only themselves to 
thank for their failure to deceive us into 
accepting a flawed plan. 


Terence de Freyne-Martin 
Westward Ho! Devon 


... and counter- 
productive bus lanes 


Your November editorial says that bus 
operators should demand road space and 
Robert Percy’s letter in the same issue 
supports my local guided bus project. But is it 
possible that operators will alienate their 
potential customers by demanding a greater 
share of road space? 


February 2003 


For example, a series of bus lanes is 
planned down my main route to town and 
across town. They will involve cutting down 
trees and narrowing pavements that 
schoolchildren walk along for a mere handful of 
buses that use the road. Have the operators 
(Arriva and Lutonian) considered that if the bus 
lane goes ahead, many people will respond by 


Mm actively avoiding using 


buses, this being their only way of getting 
back at the unnecessary bus lane? | would 
imagine that this already happens around 
existing bus lanes. 


And there are other ways in which bus 
operators annoy and potentially alienate other 
road users. Some run 8ft 6in wide buses (The 
maximum permitted width of UK buses is 2.55m 
or 8ft 4 1/2in — Ed) down lanes that must have 
been too narrow for 7ft 6in buses (local 
examples: Arriva’s 88 and 45, Sovereign’s 366), 
with the result that they are effectively expecting 
to take a foot from oncoming vehicles. Others 
run unnecessarily long vehicles down roads for 
which they are unsuited, causing delays as they 
try to manceuvre and threatening other road 
users with their tail swipe. | suggest that bus 
operators would be better advised to join forces 
with car and lorry drivers to demand more and 
better roads 
for all and avoid causing nuisance to other 
road users. 


The proposed Luton Translink is another 
example of buses wanting reserved space that 
could better be used by other modes. The 
majority of the route was kept as a railway at 
great expense when the parallel relief road was 
built. Now Translink is planned and one of the 
justifications is that no train operator was 
interested in a rail alternative. This is not 
surprising. The offered alternative was a shuttle 
with 30-year-old diesels, ignoring the more 
obvious option. 

Contrary to Mr Percy’s letter, it would be 
entirely feasible to link the branch to the 
Midland Mainline and once electrified, all the 
Thameslink trains that currently terminate at 
Luton could be extended to Dunstable, one of 
the largest towns without a station. This would 
surely be the best public transport that money 
can buy. 


Clive Johnson 
Luton 


Why patriotic bus buying 
is a thing of the past 

The comments by Messrs Hyslop and Fowler 
(You Write, September) are the sort of talk that 
we used to hear some 20 years ago. 
Remember the ‘Buy British’ campaign? Those 
days have long gone and as Ralph Brown so 


rightly points out (You Write, October), times 
have changed. 


Quite irrespective of whether or not an 
operator is publicly owned, markets have 
changed, financial accountability is greater than 
ever, engineering is so much more sophisticated 
— development now consuming vast amounts 
of money — legislative requirements continue 
apace, and that is not to mention the effects of 
globalisation of industry in its entirety. 

The assumptions made by the previous 
writers that Berlin, Germany's capital, is totally 
loyal to its native manufacturing base is 
obviously by those not knowing the facts. Berlin 
bought 30 Austrian-built Volvo/Steyr B10Ls in 
1996 and added 12 two-year-old near identical 
models and has just taken delivery of 37 Polish- 
built Volvo 7000s and four Solaris Urbinos. It 
has followed those with orders for a further 14 
Volvo 7000s and 12 more Urbinos. 

In addition, Berlin has several services 
operated by private operators and the vehicles 
operated must meet with the BVG criteria. 


Indeed, they are numbered in the BVG fleet, 
only they do not have BV registrations or the 
BVG logo. In those fleets, one will find some 12- 
year-old DAF/Den Oudstens, which have spent 
their entire working lives operating in Berlin, 
quite a few Renault Agoras and a pair of recent 
Urbino 12s. Patriotism in Berlin? No, times 

have changed. 


Me Has Paris not also ordered MANs? Go to any 


country and one will find all makes of vehicles. 
In Spain, for example, while | cannot comment 
on what is operated in Madrid, generally one will 
find plenty of Setra, Volvo, Scania, Iveco and 
Mercedes-Benz operating both on coach and 
bus services. 


Like cars, manufacturing has also changed. 
No longer are all Mercedes and MAN products 
built in Germany, for example. The Mercedes 
0.350 coach is built in Turkey. Some MAN Lion 
Star is built in Turkey. The MAN SU313/SG313 
are built in Turkey. And there are others. What’s 
more, many Volvos are built in Poland, and in 
Germany you will find many of those makes 
in service. 


British products are sold elsewhere in the 
world, so why shouldn’t London have Citaros if 
that’s what is the most appropriate purchase for 
that operator at the time? 


With regard to John Benton’s letter (You Write, 
October) and his comments on the strength of 
the former Deutschmark, most Germans will be 
most interested to read your assertions. | should 
point out that Germany is in recession at the 
moment and came out bottom in the PISA 
European Education survey. 


John Cameron 
Bad Steben, Germany 


During the past 40 years owing to either 
commercial error or political incompetence, a 
once fine and thriving British heavy vehicle 
industry has shrunk to a point where it has 
become almost an endangered species. 


In this climate of change, we find that two of 
our main players — Leyland Truck and Leyland 
Bus — were sold to DAF and Volvo respectively 
without obtaining promises of continued 
production within the UK. Both companies 
subsequently moved production abroad with 
considerable loss of UK jobs. 

At this point, we find that Dennis, which is the 
last successful British manufacturer, forms a 
new alliance that evolves into TransBus. In most 
countries, this would gain support from the 
industry sufficient to ensure its survival, but this 
is Britain. Not only does the industry in part now 
shun TransBus, but also some of your readers 
seem to feel that TransBus’s future need not be 
of importance or interest. 

Volvo is a global company with many 
interests. Back in 1975, DAF offloaded its car 
division to Volvo, the DAF 66 was rebadged the 
Volvo 66, which now lives on today as the Volvo 
S/V40 — made in Holland. We now find that 
Volvo intends to sell the DAF midibus as its own 
to companies such as FirstGroup. 

Hopefully, someone somewhere might 
consider the possibility that it is not in our 
interest to rely so heavily on companies such as 
Volvo — or is it Volvo-DAF? After all, it was 
Aldershot & District's support for Dennis that 
kept the company afloat in the days of BET. 
Now, hopefully such loyalty can be expected 
from others — Stagecoach being a notable 
supporter and exception. 


Richard Lovelock 
Northfleet, Kent 


| am interested in the current correspon- 
dence on the state of the British 
manufacturing industry. 

As with all sales scenarios, the secret is to 
provide what your customers actually want, not 
manufacture what you think they want. In order 
to do this, your front line sales staff have a duty 


to be absolutely in touch with the operators in 
regular dialogues, feeding back information to 
the centre. 


John Benton (You Write, October) is 
right about Leyland, but not just in its 1970s 
arrogance. In the mid-1980s, there was a 
major and readily recognisable market gap 
of a medium-sized single-decker built to 
medium weight robustness — not lightweight 
like Bedfords, but certainly not Lynx or 
National standards. Having had 35 years of 
underfloor 30ft long, and latterly 36ft long 
single-deckers, the market had only a handful 
of heavyweight offerings. 


What did Leyland do? It introduced the Swift, 
underfloor engined to small proportions 
presumably to try to plug the gap. But not what 
your average operator wanted for stop/start 
services. Not your nimble easy access bus for 
busier routes. Just think what might have been 
had it put the engine at the rear. A Leyland 
Dart. Where would Dennis then have been? 


Of course, Leyland sold out to Volvo and it 
continued with the arrogance, insisting on 
Volvo engines replacing Cummins in 
Olympians and lately removing the B10BLE 
from availability, despite operator unrest at the 
replacement B7L. 


| am not, however, a Dennis fan. It has 
produced too many ‘Blunderbuses’ for my liking 
and indeed the Dart, and possibly (I say this 
because if | ever see a new double-decker 
stranded at the side of the road, it is a Trident) 
the Trident are the only ones that can be 
described as remotely successful. Yet the Dart 
is only 2.4m wide (against a legal 2.55m) so 
the repeatedly made comments on narrow 
uncomfortable Darts remain appropriate. 


While we may not need to go quite as far as 
Arriva’s Bus of the Future, there is clearly a 
real need for all concerned in vehicle 
acquisition (chassis manufacturers, operators 
and bodybuilders) to get to grips with the real 
issue — what the passenger wants. Then 
perhaps we can start ridding ourselves of the 
stigma so often, quite correctly, attached to 
bus travel. 


Harry L. Barker 
Tarporley, Cheshire 
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Those Soton Arabs 
preselector ‘boxes . . . 


| note the letters from Tony Hall (You Write, 
October) and David Harvey (You Write, 
September) about the gearboxes fitted to 
Southampton Guy Arab chassis placed in 
service in 1954 and Stephen Morris’s disbelief 
on their specification when placed in service 
when new. The correct title, incidentally, for the 
type of gearbox in question is preselector. 


| was a student engineering apprentice at 
Guy Motors from 1950 to 1956 and then 
worked in various departments until leaving to 
join Dennis as the Loline sales manager in 
1959. While at Guy, | kept a note of the chassis 
off the Arab (large vehicle) track detailing the 
type (including goods vehicles) engine, 
gearbox, customer and other interesting points. 

In addition to this, | have the notebooks 
compiled by the line foreman, who noted 
the unit numbers of the engines, gearboxes, 
front and rear axles etc. | have checked both 
these lists and confirm that the last 10 Arab 
MkIll chassis bought by Southampton 
Corporation were built and entered service 
with preselector gearboxes. 

They were not the first Guys in the fleet 
with this type of gearbox as 12 Arab UFs 
built in 1952, of which six entered service in 
that year and the others two years later, were 
so equipped. 


had 


It may be that constant mesh gearboxes were 
fitted in later life (this would have avoided 
confusion with the drivers and cut down on 
spares stock), by using units removed from 
withdrawn chassis, but | have not heard of this 
happening on these chassis. It would be a 
relatively easy thing for Southampton to do as 
Guy fitted its gearboxes amidships. 


With regard to the bus that Stephen Morris 
drove, it was the last Guy Arab in service, 
being taken out of service in 1975 and was 
subsequently preserved by the corporation 
towards the end of 1986. | would think that in 
the intervening years it was used as a driver- 
training vehicle and would have had the 
gearbox fitted then (if it had not been done 
before) so that when qualified the drivers would 
have had an unrestricted psv licence. How 
Stephen can say he would be surprised it got 
as far as Southampton with a preselector 
gearbox is pure conjecture as he wasn’t around 
at the time. 


| hope this will put the record straight and 
confirm the statement made by David Harvey. 


Robin Hannay 
Crewe 


... or did they? 


| too have been uneasy about the reference to 
alleged preselector gearboxes in the last 10 
Guy Arab Ill buses supplied to Southampton 
Corporation ever since reading David Harvey’s 
otherwise enlightening piece in Classic Bus 
Yearbook 8 and the subsequent exchanges 
triggered by Stephen Morris’s review. Although 
tempted to respond to Tony Hall's letter, | was 
conscious of a lack of firm evidence until, on a 
whim, | looked up my copy of Southampton 
City Transport by A. K. Macfarlane, published 
by TPC in 1977. 


Admittedly there is no specific reference in 
this context to these final Arab Ills of 1953/54, 
Nos.64-73. However, on p81, in a note 
referring to the 30ft AEC Regent V 3D2RA 
buses of 1966, it states that their transmission 
was ‘a complete departure from anything 
Southampton had ever been accustomed to, 
consisting of a fluid flywheel and Monocontrol 
direct selection epicyclic gearbox’. 


That could hardly have been written if the 
Guys in question had preselective gearboxes, 
based on the same Wilson internal design and 
of course with fluid flywheels. In various rides 
in the preserved No.71 over the years, 
sometimes with old Southampton staff present, 
there was no suggestion it ever had anything 
but the melodious constant mesh gearbox 
then evident. 


Alan Townsin 
Steventon, Hants 


Passenger growth and 
big double-deckers 


Until recently, the bus industry mostly ignored 
the issue of passenger growth, and a culture of 
stability and loss management was allowed to 
develop. After the growth of the big groups, the 
investments made in their respective fleets 
were impressive and led to the beginnings of a 
modal shift towards buses. 


It seems increasingly sad that investment in 
new vehicles in the provinces has reduced to 
chronically low levels over the past two years. 
Does the fact that the best passenger 
increases have been produced where new 
vehicles have been added in quantity, not tell 
us something about investment as a whole 
being the seed used to grow passenger levels 
throughout the UK? 


Of course, measures have to be taken to 
improve the whole product, but a perceived 
high quality of fleet means potential 
Passengers get a more attractive view of the 
alternative. After all, you’d regularly bet a Ford 
Cortina was more likely to break down than a 
new Lexus, wouldn’t you? 


| would like to congratulate Mark Savelli 
(Buses December) on not only applying a 
positive new idea into the UK but agree with 
his point on the reason for the new Volvo B7L 
Nordics. Maybe now they are overkill, but in 
the future, a future when we hope to see ever 
increasing bus use, they should be among the 
first vehicles that are up to the job. 


If we get the car driving public aboard, they 
must get a product that compensates and one 
with a seat, otherwise the hard work will be 
undone as people return to their cars. After all, 
once the roads start to clear, people may see 
an alternative to the bus. lrony is strange. | 
congratulate First and Mark Savelli on the 
courage of their conviction, but find it sad that 
we are losing yet another innovative thinker out 
of the UK public transport scene. 


Richard Hardman 
Preston 


| was delighted to read the article in December 
Buses about the launch of Glasgow’s first low- 
floor double-deckers. But as seems to happen 
frequently these days in Buses, you once 
again seemed to paint a bleak picture for the 
future of double-deckers in the British Isles 
outside London. 

While it is true that most of the big groups’ 
low-floor double-deckers have been allocated 
to London fleets, this obviously reflects the 
route tendering system that is unique to 
London. This is currently releasing various mid- 
life step entrance double-deckers (Olympians, 
Dominators etc), that are being reallocated to 
provincial fleets. 


At the same time, several of the remaining 
municipal fleets are taking delivery of new low- 
floor double-deckers, notably Nottingham, 
which has received over 50 Tridents, Preston, 
Bournemouth and more recently Blackpool, 
Blackburn and Reading. Smaller provincial 
groups have also received low-floor double- 
deckers with East Yorkshire, Blazefield, 
Yorkshire Traction, Wilts & Dorset and 
Solent Blue Line all adding substantial batches 
to their fleets. 


And a surprising number of small 
independent operators has bought batches of 
low-floor double-deckers, particularly in the 
Manchester area; 2001 saw Northern Ireland's 
first double-deckers for many years enter 
service, with more planned to follow. 


| think FirstGroup is right to believe there is a 
future for the double-decker. Surely it is a 
better solution to Britain's crowded roads than 
the articulated bus, providing far more seats 
and taking up far less road space. It is 
interesting to note that low-floor double-deckers 
operate very successfully on a number of 
provincial park-&-ride services designed 
specifically to tempt the motorist out of the car. 

Sadly, | think the biggest threat to its potential 
success may be the vandal. Let’s hope that the 
law enforcement agencies can find some way 
of overcoming this problem. 


Paul Heels 
Barrow-in-Furness 
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This evening view in Tsim Sha Tsui is the Hong Kong equivalent 
of all those London postcards with a red Routemaster and a 
black FX4 taxi. The bus is KMB Volvo Olympian/Alexander 


AV136 (GX 7767) and the taxi alongside is a Toyota Crown. 
All pictures by MARTIN CURTIS 
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Modernisation of Hong Kong's three main bus fleets 

over the past five years has greatly reduced the : 
numbers of double-deckers without air conditioning. ’ 
The opportunity to experience a warm breeze 

flowing past full-depth open windows is already a 

thing of the past in many parts of Hong Kong itself, 

but significant numbers remain in Kowloon. Here, 

four of Kowloon Motor Bus’s survivors — three 

Leyland Olympians and (right) a Dennis Dragon in 
the red and cream livery retained for older buses — i 
come together briefly at the Star Ferry Terminal. 
Hong Kong Island tower blocks help illuminate the 


night sky behind them. i 
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Above: Hong Kong's brightest buses 
remain those operated by Stagecoach’s 
Citybus subsidiary. Although a livery 
variant based on the UK style has begun 
to appear, these Olympians at 
Queensway Plaza, Hong Kong Island are 
all in the previous style. Nearest the 
camera is 233 (FS 3544), an 86-seat 
Alexander-bodied Leyland Olympian 
new in 1993. 


Right: The latest vehicles for KMB include 
ASV433 (KS 8534), a Polish-built Volvo 
Super Olympian with Australian-built 
Volgren body. It wears the champagne 
livery — reminiscent of upmarket cars 
sold in Britain — adopted by KMB as 
standard for its low-floor fleet and is on 
route 95 at Jordan Road. 


Left: The huge triple-door 12m Hong Kong buses are also 
reaching the end of their working lives. KMB can 
accommodate 148 passengers in 3N190 (DK 8500), a 
Duple Metsec-bodied Dennis Dragon photographed on 
route 42A. 


e e trave 


national public transport 
information system by the year 


2000 — the project became known 
as PTI2000 — was one of the first targets 


of deputy prime minister John Prescott’s 
1998 transport White Paper, which also 
aimed to promote public transport. 
PTI2000 led to Traveline, set up with the 
simple aim of providing information on 


bus, coach, tram, train, ferry, Underground 
and metro timetables to any destination in 


Great Britain through a call to a single 
phone number. 


For buses, the process began a few 
years earlier with Southern Vectis’s Great 


Britain Bus Timetable and although it is no 


longer published, it lives on as Xephos, a 
direct software descendant. No Traveline 
centre uses Xephos at present. In my 
experience, it delivers multi-modal 
information quickly and impartially (there 
are few places where Southern Vectis 
might have a vested interest anyway). 


While | wrote last year that | thought 
Traveline was okay, having been broadly 
pleased when | used it to help plan my 
Scottish expedition (Buses November), | 
still came up against some of its 
weaknesses. For example, one Scottish 
agent was unable to identify a common 
interchange point for me in Girvan. I’m 


Above: As you read this, Brighton & Hove will have 
become the first operator in the country to have 
network-wide real-time information available to its 
control staff, drivers and passengers. The company’s 
Plaxton President-bodied Dennis Trident 872 

(PKO2 REU) Captain Henry Hill was photographed in 
Palmeira Square, Hove last June. GEOFF RIXON 


Below: The idea of Traveline is that one phone number 
replaces the need for several, as advertised on these 
bus stops in Oxford. JOHN MARSH 


line 
public transport info 


0870 608 2 608 
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TAIN HENRY HILL 


also aware that other users have 
expressed their doubts (Inside Track, 
March), so I’ve been looking more closely 
at how it works and how the service is 
gradually being enhanced. And I’ve also 
been getting quite excited about the bigger 
picture of which Traveline is part. 

Traveline is structured on a federal basis, 
with partnerships of local government and 
operators providing a network of regional 
call centres. As in most federations, there 
are differences between some of the 
regions. Although all call centres operate 
to national standards laid down and 
overseen by the Confederation of 
Passenger Transport, with assistance from 
steering groups of ‘stakeholders’ 
(everyone from national government 
down), some regions favour a network of 
small centres while others go for bigger 
ones. There are also variations in who 
employs the call centre staff, in the level of 
active involvement by local authorities 
beyond their requirement to collate and 
supply raw data, and in how the data is 
structured and maintained. We’re talking 
computers and software here. 

But the general principle is that each call 
centre provides information about services 
within, to and from its designated area, 
and can be linked to another call centre 
for local service information in that area. 
Local authorities meet the capital costs 


I heh 


and the cost of maintaining databases and 
journey planners, while operators meet the 
call centre running costs by at least paying 
for advice that mentions and therefore 
potentially benefits them. 

Some may suggest that the federal 
approach has diluted the national focus and 
is the result of a political fudge and 
compromise. But you rarely get anywhere 
by planning for perfection, especially as 
systems such as this develop best with the 
experience of use. Moreover, there are 
genuine concerns, after some recent 
calamities with computer systems, about 
approaches that put all eggs in one basket. 
There also are concerns about who controls 
data and related issues of impartial advice, 
where again a certain dilution of control 
may be helpful. 


How is it working? 

So how is Traveline performing? Clearly, 
the raising of the profile of the bus is an 
excellent thing. People often say they don’t 
know about buses or how to get the 
information. And that isn’t always code for ‘I 
don’t want to know about buses’. Therefore, 
a national number, a focus for bus 
information, is good — although we must 
be careful not to throw the ‘legitimate 
access to the bus company itself’ baby out 
with the ‘what number do | ring?’ bathwater. 
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Customers sometimes need access to 
the company for information not yet on 
Traveline (such as fares or detailed route 
information) and some companies are re- 
publicising their numbers to deal with such 
enquiries. Inevitably they then find some 
timetable enquiries coming as well. 


Traveline says it has no problem with 
parallel services operating as it develops 
and it does give out company contacts 
when callers require them, although, to be 
effective, such information needs to include 
opening hours and fewer ‘we are not the 
bus company’ disclaimers. 


The other legitimate reason for needing 
access to the bus company is for real-time 
information (how and sometimes if 
services are running) and to contact 
passengers (as can be done at airports 
and most major rail stations). Bus 
companies aren’t always good at 
publicising numbers where such links can 
be made. You hear the view expressed 
that if they did, potential passengers might 
ring them and thus interfere with the 
smooth running of their services. | am 
reminded of the old adage that ‘people are 
our business not a hindrance to it’. And 
real-time information is a crucial way to 
make public transport a reliable option that 
competes realistically with the car. 


Currently, if you call Traveline or speak to 
most bus company staff answering 
published numbers, you'll find they have 
no real-time data. Instead, they issue 
broad disclaimers that everything they say 
may not be true, which does little to 
persuade Mondeo man or anybody else to 
use buses. 


Long term, nearly all those reasons 
for contacting the company may 
disappear as technology delivers the 
potential for Traveline to extend its range 
of services — indeed such technology is 
already at work in a few places like Poole, 
Brighton and Leicester. 


Another advantage for the bus of the 
one-number Traveline service is its ability 
to supply multi-modal data allowing the bus 
to become at least part of a mainly non- 
bus journey. It is a shame that the train 
companies and National Express Coaches 
have asked not to be part of Traveline 
(except as part of multi-modal journeys) 
but this doesn’t seriously compromise the 
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The national bus phone enquiry service still has a low profile, but JULIAN OSBORNE says it’s 


just part of a fast emerging and exciting new world of information provision 


WHAT DO TRAVELINE CENTRES LOOK LIKE? 


They are call-centres with agents with hands-free phone headsets sitting in front of computer 
consoles, just like the people you see, for instance, in insurance adverts on television. 


They are recruited from a variety of sources but most have some call centre background, 
many of them in the transport industry. I’m told there are ex-bus drivers at work and 
enthusiasts — enthusiasts are particularly highly prized because they know networks and 
timetables off by heart and are keen to promote public transport with additional information and 
ideas of which callers may not have thought. 

Very occasionally the agent you call may be using a paper timetable. When | was in 
Plymouth, advice on some recently revised Stagecoach Devon services was being given in this 
way, but in most cases clever computerised journey planners are doing the work. Many of us 
are familiar with the simplified ones of these found on websites like that of Railtrack or some 
local councils. 

As you state your intended journey, the agent is keying in the start and finish points and the 
software starts to trawl its database of timetables for a route. As in all computer systems, the 
results are only as good as the data a human put in, but in an ideal world, mono- or multi- 
modal journey itineraries should be suggested as appropriate with all changes explained. 

These itineraries are usually based on the quickest journey but shortest is usually also 
available, as is a mode-specific sort (i.e. mainly by bus); cheapest could be an option in the 
future. The agent can give further advice by drilling from the itinerary to the full timetables of 
the services involved and, in some call centres, to a map showing the routes, relevant stops 


and nearby landmarks. 


service’s raising of the bus’s profile. The 
only thing that is thus compromised is the 
concept of a one-number public transport 
information system, and maybe the 
funding of it. 


Tell us what you think 


Traveline and the other bits of the 
accompanying diagram represent really 
exciting, nay revolutionary, developments 
in the provision of public transport 
information. One of the best ways of 
ironing out bugs in Traveline is for all of us 
to use the system, so put it to the test (by 
phone or computer) and let us know how 
you get on. Remember that as each call 
centre is run differently, a comment on one 
is not necessarily a comment on another 
or on Traveline generally. 


Don't just look for weak points. Pass on 
the examples of best practice that you 
encounter. Do you feel, for instance, that 
the call centre operator has used a map to 
help answer your query? 

And help everybody by giving the benefit 
of your local knowledge. When | was in 
Plymouth, we discovered that Cambridge- 
Heathrow-Woking on Traveline 
SouthEast’s system changes you at 
Heathrow Central while Traveline 
SouthWest’s does it at Terminal 4; 
the latter is the smoother connection but 
my local knowledge was needed to 
highlight that. 

And remember that the systems are 
still evolving. The software at the 
Cambridge call centre was enhanced the 
day after my visit. 


BE YOUR OWN TRAVELINE CENTRE 


Helpful though call centres can be, | usually have so many either/ors that | think it preferable 
for all concerned if | plan my journeys in private, preferably sitting at my computer. I'll 
therefore be watching with interest the merger of pti.org with traveline.org. Traveline.org.uk 
already has some of its current planners available for general use so you can see exactly 
what information the agents are getting from their systems. 


| suspect that some people in the industry think that bus users don’t use websites. While 
every day that passes makes this less true, many non-computer-using bus passengers get 
their information from computer users, and the web allows the cheap and wide dissemination 
of easily updated information. 

My suspicion that this sort of thing was happening was confirmed in Inveraray last summer 
when my hotel went straight to the Caledonian MacBrayne website to print off ferry times for 
a fellow guest. 


a 


MAP-BASED 
SYSTEMS 


The Scottish Traveline centre will have 
maps by next spring. Such systems 
need to have the location of every bus 
stop plotted and the huge task of doing 
that for Scotland has just been 
completed. It has already been done in 
south-west England and some other 
areas. With that system in place, the 
mystery of Contin will finally be 
resolved. 


And what, you ask, is the mystery of 
Contin? Contin is in Easter Ross, north 
of Inverness and quite near Dingwall, 
my destination one night on my Scottish 
trip. Rapson’s coach from Ullapool to 
Inverness used to serve Dingwall, but it 
no longer does, Rapson’s preferring to 
run an identical routing and timing to the 
Scottish Citylink coach — which is its 
anyway. But you can easily get to 
Dingwall by changing at Contin to 
Stagecoach’s 27 bus. 


Unfortunately, my Citylink/Rapson’s 
driver didn’t know where it stopped. 
Traveline had quoted ‘Tor View Road 
End’, but | couldn’t identify that on a 
map, particularly as | had confused it 
with Tore Road End, a few miles farther 
on. Stagecoach referred to ‘turning 
circle’ and | was at Citylink’s ‘post office’. 
The Stagecoach official | had phoned 
‘thought’ that they stopped in the same 
place. But as the connecting bus was 
the day's last and with none of the stops 
having anything on them, | wasn’t 
prepared to be stranded in Contin for 


the night if | couldn't solve the riddle in Above: Although it doesn’t handle general rail enquiries, Traveline does provide information for 
the 10min available. passengers contemplating making multi-modal journeys, such as in Hastings where Connex South 
Subsequent research for this article Eastern trains connect with Arriva Southern Counties Leyland Olympian/Northern Counties 5892 
using four non-bus websites suggests (F892 BKK) for Maidstone. KEITH MASON 
that the 27 does indeed use the same 
stop and when map back-up goes live 
next year, Traveline will be able to 
highlight a connection that the operators 
seem to want to keep hidden. 


Below: A diagram showing how the component parts of Traveline come together, based on the 
information from Action Information Management, which supplies software to call centres 


REAL-TIME OR STORED INFO TO REAL-TIME INFO TO STOP 

PAGERS/PHONES ETC Short-range telemetry from bus to stop gives 

Phones, pagers, Internet receivers and street real-time data direct to the waiting passenger. 

kiosks get a real-time or database stored data, It can also be used to give bus to traffic ‘NEXT STOP’ INFORMATION ON BUS 
in a variety of forms, to passengers wherever <> light effects. 

they might be. >_> 
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MANAGEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
REAL-TIME INFO TO 
PASSENGER FROM OPS See where the buses te (solour-codee (0 Snow” =" OPERANONAL ANALYSIS 
if early, on time or late). Get full vehicle details: 4 : : 
CENTRE AND/OR TEC ‘ : Real-time data from bus gives any operations 
cf Sete driver, bus type, recent history. ; 
With appropriate links, the ops Route diagrams to view regularity of centre schedule adherence details plus 
centre and/or the TEC can give g g maintenance, driving standard, stop dwell time, 


service, hold-ups. ae 
Details of what real-time screens on stops 

are showing. 

Ability to communicate with drivers by radio or 

text and change route. 

Ability to change or augment information on 
TELEPHONE ENQUIRY CENTRE (TEC) 4 stops 

Data from operators/local authorities plus maps 

allow call centre agents to advise passengers at 

home, bus stop or anywhere. $ 


bus location info and other real- tickets issued information. 


time data to the passenger. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT DATABASE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
-_> RESPONSIBILITY 


OPERATOR'S 
RESPONSIBILITY 
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Halfcabs etcetera 
JOHN G. LIDSTONE’s latest update on older British buses at home and abroad 


AEC double-deck Ex-Eastern Counties FLF6G FLF456 


; (JPW 456D) is with VIP-Rigelle of Melle, 
I’m grateful to Ross Newman of Ensignbus Belgium, re-registered NHV 544, while ex- 
for telling me about his supping evening 


Crosville FLF6LX SFM 260F is in Spain. 
drinks in the Cayman Islands aboard ex- 


London Transport Regent Ill RT4118 


keep around Paris last summer as a 
concert canteen and control room with 
Batofar Otocar. 


Bristol /ECW 


Two Lodekka LD6Gs noted with new 


The Lightwater Valley Theme Park, near 
Ripon, uses Eastern National MW5G/B45F 


(LUC 467), now as he describes ‘an 


immobile bar’ in this choice part of the world. 


Thanks also to D. Trevor Rowe for following 
up my July 2002 item about the RTs at 
Bolebroke Castle. They operate as ‘King 
Henry’s Coaches’ as Henry VIII used the 
castle when he hunted in the area. The 
buses connect the castle with the 7.25in 
gauge Spa Valley miniature railway at 
Groombridge and often are driven by the 
train driver. 

Former East Kent Regent V/Park Royal 
MEN 950F — used as an exhibition unit with 
Padlofutes of Budapest, Hungary — was 
noted for sale last September. 

Former Leicester Renown DBC 188C is a 
mobile bar in Italy. 

LOTS reports that former London Transport 
Routemaster coach RCL2253 (CUV 253C, 
re-registered 175-NNJ-75) was earning its 


Please send reports for this column to the 
address given in ‘Fleet News England & Wales’. 
Pictures should be sent direct to the Editor at 
the usual Glasgow address. 


DISCOVER 


eden project 


French owners are former Southern National 
1906 (UOD 489) and Western SMT B1473 
(MCS 762) with Danny Chabaud in 

southern France, but it has moved to 
Brittany, where it’s been used for living 
accommodation. 


Former Hants & Dorset Lodekka FS6G 
1504 (BEL 677B) remains in use in Dorset 
as a ‘book bus’, painted pale yellow and 
noted recently at Yellow Buses’ Mallard 
Road workshops. 

In Victoria, British Columbia, Royal Blue 
Line operates still has two Lodekka FLFs 
in its mainly white livery with royal blue 
mudguards and band. One carries 
Canadian registration 2316 Fu, its British 
mark, 534 VRB, indicating that this used to 
be Midland General FLF6B 519. 


King Henry’s Coaches ST2001 (NLP 592), 
Bolebroke Castle’s former RT4599, at last April’s 
East Grinstead Rally. It has been rebuilt with a 
shortened upper deck and an open staircase to 
resemble a prewar ST-type. D. TREVOR ROWE 
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1348 (208 YVX) for staff transport. 
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Enjoy 
or choose a to 

spend on any book from the lan Allan 
New Books catalogue 


Simply tick your choice on the Order Form below! 


DON’T FORGET... 


To keep your magazines in pristine condition, 
invest in one of our sturdy binders. In navy 
with gold blocking, each binder will hold a 
year’s worth of issues and protect them from 
the ravages of time for many years. An 
extremely worthwhile investment. Just £7.45 
plus P&P/UK FREE-Europe & Overseas £1.50 


O The latest issue delivered direct to your door as soon 
as it is published 


O The comfort of knowing you will never miss an issue 


O No price increase for your subscription year 


O Exclusive subscriber offers every month 
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By apparently ticking the box for ‘no publicity’, 
national news. But that happened on Saturday 14 December, when i h d . 5 h 
The Thunderer carried a story about Gordon Dewar, First Edinburgh’s a major operator as ended up generating the worst 


commercial director, and his family apparently being hounded out of the 


[: not often that your local bus route gets into The Times as a piece of 


pretty East Lothian village of Pencaitland by angry villagers following 


recent service alterations. Mrs Dewar said that ‘some people won't even 
look at me in the street’ and other children picked on their girls with such 


jibes as: ‘Your dad’s the bad bus man.’ 


| spent the first 28 years of my life in 
Pencaitland, less than 100yd from the bus “ioin'n 
terminus of the roughly hourly 113 service 
from Edinburgh. SMT (as First Edinburgh = ~~189 
used to be called) started running buses to 5 


the village in the early 1920s, and buses tality of 

. A rty has 
terminating there have to reverse up a year, 
sobering 


wide road into a housing estate before 
returning to the city. This practice has 
been in force since Day One, so we're 
talking about 80 years of reversing — 


sort of publicity for itself. HARRY L. BARKER relates 


vaullal COMmace Murphy-O 


appalling execution 


ment, but polic 


an epic tale of good intentions let down by 


By Shittey Exeieh 


A BUS company boss and his 
family are leaving their village 
home after residents made 
their lives a misery because he 
changed the local bus route. 
The villagers of Pencaitland, 
in East Lothian, were incensed 
when Gordon Dewar, First 
Scotland’s commercial direc- 
tor, decided to divert the 113 


angry letters, his wife was 
cold-shouldered in the street 
and his daughters, Olivia, 9, 
and Georgia, 8, were picked on 
at school. Residents even ar- 
rived on their doorstep in the 
early hours of the morning to 
rant about the diversion 

The Dewars confirmed yes- 
terday that they had decided 
to leave the detached red brick 
house that has been their 


Man who changed bus route is driv 


minder, said that she would be 
sad to leave. “I still have 
friends in the village, but a lot 
of people won't even look at 
me in the street. They have 
made it quite hard for us,” she 
said. 

“At one point the girls were 
picked on at school. Children 
were saying things like ‘your 
Dad's the bad bus man’. Anoth- 
er time I had a man turn up at 


buses. He said one had set his 
car alarm off. It was scary.” 

Mr Dewar, 36, decided last 
autumn to alter the route of 
the Pencaitland to Edinburgh 
bus, which has served locals 
for 40 years. The alterations 
were meant to improve 
safety because the old route 
forced the double decker to do 
a three-point turn on the 
narrow main street. 


the east side of the village, 
using its circular road as a turn- 
ing circle. However the young, 
well-heeled families who live 
there objected, saying that the 
buses compromised the safety 
of their children. 

Mrs Dewar said last night 
that some villagers would be 
pleased to think they had 
hounded the family out. “The 
truth is we're moving to a 


Mr Dewar decided to divert 
the 30-minute service on to a 


bigger house in a town where 


double decker bus from the a 
we want the girls to 


village main street on to quiet 
| residential roads. He was sent 


home for ten years and move 
to nearby Dunbar. Caroline 
Te sed child 


my door at 6.30am in his dress- 


2 one is 

| 50 
about 140 turnings a week, say 7,000 a (| 
year and well over half a million since the 
service began. There have been few, if any, safety-related incidents. 


was a tad surprising and it added another 100yd walk for those 
passengers starting out from the farthest bus-less streets. 


But it all happened overnight without any local publicity. | have written 
before about First Edinburgh’s lack of publicity and this is it in full-blown 
action. The result was a steady stream of passengers waiting at the now 
disused reversing terminus for their bus, which — out of sight — duly 
whizzed by to Easter Pencaitland, leaving them standing bewildered. My 
80-year-old father took it upon himself to trudge down to the bus stop and 
tell 50 fed-up prospective passengers of the position. Surely something 
could have been done in these days of word processors and Blu-Tack. 

Now Pencaitland has bus shelters where the principal service no longer 
operates, while the other stop has no shelter. Because the ‘new’ Wester 
Pencaitland stop (it’s not a new stop, but the only central one used) is 
directly beside the Spar mini market, some villagers now realise that, 
having walked the distance to the shop, it is cheaper to shop there than 
take a bus into the nearest town. Traffic has been lost permanently. 


To complicate matters, there are two Pencaitlands — Easter and Wester. 
The reversing happens at the latter, while the former about half to three 
quarters of a mile away, and by far the smaller of the two, has never been 
well served by buses. Even in SMT’s heyday, it only had a two-hourly bus 
to Edinburgh and it lost that direct link in 1980. After various contracted 
routes were withdrawn, only an infrequent and virtually useless service 
was retained two years ago. The buses that reverse in Wester 
Pencaitland didn’t go there. 

Easter and Wester Pencaitland couldn’t be more different. Easter was a 
small rural hamlet, population around 100 until a large private housing 
estate sprung up on a greenfield site a few years ago, and there may be 
400 souls living there now. Wester Pencaitland, on the other hand, is 
made up of council houses, has a population of around 1,200 and has 
always produced reasonable bus traffic from its terminus, which itself is 
about half a mile from the farthest bus-less streets. 


Early in 2002, First Edinburgh extended the 113 to Easter Pencaitland in 
a belated effort to replace the lost contracted routes. Absolutely nothing 
wrong with that. It was the correct thing to do, but if you’re going to cock 
something up, you might as well do it properly. 

Rather than simply extend the service from the reversing terminus, it 
was decided for safety reasons to abandon the reversing — and Wester 
Pencaitland. Bearing in mind where most passengers came from, this 


But the story doesn’t stop there. The car-owning middle class populace in 
the new Easter Pencaitland housing estate didn’t want anything as 
common or downright dangerous as a bus running round their streets 
potentially scratching their cars, hitting their children on bikes and running 
over their dogs and cats. They too were hostile to the change. 


As | write, this ridiculous situation remains, with buses serving narrow 
private housing streets with a hostile local population, while those that 
want to use the buses are being deprived of their service. Surely First 
Edinburgh could serve both. There is plenty of scope to add on two or 
three minutes. This just emphasises that while the best of intentions, 
especially when one of your executives lives there, coupled with real local 
knowledge could and should result in an enhancement of service, its 
professional execution, communication and sensitivity are essential if you 
are to avoid a shambles like this. 

In no way do | condone the personal vitriol that some villagers have 
directed towards the Dewars, but perhaps bus operators will realise that 
their services really are part of the local community. Perhaps these 
revisions were the last straw after having suffered 19 largely unadvertised 
timetable alterations since deregulation. And perhaps the industry can 
learn to become more, as they say, user friendly. 


We want to hear from readers, operators and transport authorities about 
how the industry is tackling the challenge of imparting accessible 
information to the travelling public — whether in timetables, leaflets or 
maps, at bus stops, bus stations or on the Internet. If you find items of 
interest (we want to hear about the good just as much as about the bad) 
and could write about 600 words on the subject, accompanied by 
photographs and/or publicity material, please contact the Editor at the 
Glasgow address shown on p4 or send an e-mail to 

alan @millar1.demon.co.uk. 


First Edinburgh Leyland Tiger/Alexander T-type 311 (PSF 311Y) — 
still with SMT fleetname — arriving in Edinburgh from Pencaitland in 
November 2001. ALAN MILLAR 
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Opposite: Stagecoach 
has renumbered its 
driver trainer buses 

into the main series, 


so Stagecoach 
Manchester TV23 
(TSJ 85S) — an 


Alexander-bodied 
Leyland Leopard new 
to Western Scottish 
— becomes 25785. 


AO 


JOHN YOUNG 


STAGECOACH RENUMBERS 


As we reported in last month’s News section, Stagecoach has renumbered its entire UK bus fleet into a single series of five-digit numbers. 


Officially, the new numbers took effect from 5 January, although 
some buses and coaches had the numbers applied during December 
and others were not expected to carry them until later in January as 
certain administrative functions (like monitoring Bus Service 
Operators’ Grant mileage) demanded the continued use of the old 
numbers for a few more weeks. 


For those of you of a competitive nature, sightings of your first 
Stagecoach bus with a five-digit number could be the Buses 
equivalent of the first cuckoo of spring. The editor passed 
renumbered Stagecoach North West Volvo B10M-55 20781 on the 
M74 on 18 December. Please let us know of any earlier sightings. 


This is a far more orderly renumbering than the one only slowly 
unfolding across FirstGroup. Vehicles are grouped into recognisable 
types (see separate panel) and many of the new numbers are based 
on the vehicles’ original fleetnumbers. Many others match at least 
the final digit of the registration number. Dispersed batches of buses 
are numbered consecutively. This exercise has also sorted out the 
messy out-of-sequence numbers allocated by Busways and Red & 
White as transferred buses arrived in their fleets. Driver training 
buses and other buses converted for ancillary use are numbered in 
the main series. We’re extremely grateful to Stagecoach for providing 
the information for the listings below, which show the new fleet 


There isn’t space to list all registration numbers, but a few are 
shown to help identify unusual or recently transferred vehicles, and 
also where batches were numbered particularly messily before 
5 January. These include a few withdrawn vehicles, which have been 
allocated new numbers on paper. 


Fuller details of the renumbered UK fleet and of the group’s other 
global operations are in the 2003 edition of British Bus Publishing’s 
Stagecoach Handbook, on sale in January. It’s available in the shops 
for £16.45, but Buses readers pay only £15.45 for copies ordered 
direct from the publisher at 16 St Margaret’s Drive, Telford, TF1 3PH 
(fax 01952 222397 or by phone, 09.00 to 21.00 Monday to Thursday, 
on 01952 255669). This lists the fleet in numerical order, with depot 
allocations shown for most vehicles. A few minor changes were 
made to the numbers after the Handbook went to press and these 
are incorporated in this article. 


The Southdown Enthusiasts Club, which provides us with 
invaluable monthly information for Fleet News, has published its own 
20-page A5-size summary of the renumbered Stagecoach South 
East fleet and this is available to Buses readers for £1.08 or four 
unused first class stamps. Cheques should be made payable to ‘The 
Southdown Enthusiasts Club’ and the publication is available from 
Paul Gainsbury at Park Cottage, Guestling, Hastings, East Sussex, 


numbers and the old ones in brackets. 


Stagecoach Devon 


Leyland Titans 

10444/62/9/73 (964-7); 10585 (963); 10859 (959); 10976 
(960); 11032 (957); 11067 (956). 

Scania N113DRB/Volvo Olympian/Dennis Trident 

Scanias 15322-9 (922-9). Olympians 16016/7/164 
(906/7/5); 16401-20 (931-50); 16601-4 (901-4). Tridents 
17734-6 on order. 

Volvo B10M bus 

20347 (807); 20479-82 (808/10-2); 20801/2 (813/4). 
Leyland National/Scania 

National 25493 (XIA 857, PKP 548A). Scania 28701/2/4-6 
(791/2/4/90/89). 

Volvo B6LE/Dennis Dart/Dart SLF 

B6LE 31700-14 (700-14). Dart 32014-22 (724/15-22); 
32099 (731); 32139-41 (745-7); 32251-3/60 (777-80); 
32410/1 (749/8); 32432-44 (732-44); 32599 (750); 
32618/9/36/9/40 (728/7/6/9/30). Dart SLF 33158-60 (758- 
60); 33200-2 (200-2); 33751/74/81-3 (751/63/52/64/5); 
33801/7/23/4 (754/3/61/2). 

Mercedes-Benz 709D/Vario 

709D 40226-50 (444-68); 40506-18 (475-87); 40545/60 
(489/90); 40685/91-9/701-7 (488/91-9/01-7); 40978-82 (470- 
4). Vario 42101-5/7-10/2-8 (101 etc). 

Iveco TurboDaily 

26300-35/9/44/52/62/3/5-79/81 -3/5/6/8-93/6/8/9 (300 etc); 
46604/8/9 (604/8/9). 

Coaches 

Volvo B10MA artic 51063/4 (851/2). B10M rigid 52218 
(809); 52341-6 (801-6). Dennis Javelin 59105/6/8/30 (831- 
3/30). 


Stagecoach East 


Leyland Titans 

10556/9/65/9/76/84/8/90 (903-10); 10830 (913); 11034 
(912); 11117 (916). 

Leyland Olympians 

14000 (600 — F110 NES); 14001/2/4-11 (601/2/4-11); 
14020-49 (620-49); 14054-65/7-70 (654-65/7-70); 
14472/6/7/9/82-4 (618/6/7/5/2-4); 14493-5 (724-6); 14506-14 
(506-14); 14523-5 (523-5); 14708-10/3 (729/30/23); 14946- 
50 (521/2/18-20). 

Volvo Olympian/Dennis Trident 

Olympians 16004-15/8-26 (804-15/8-26); 16209-18/21-32 
(749/40-8/51-62); 16431-7 (831-7); 16527-59/61-93 (527- 
54/26/56-9/61-93); 16671-99 (671-99). Tridents 17691-7 
(701-7). 

MAN 18.220 

22278 (41); 22301-40 (1-40); 22457-61 (43-6). 

Volvo B6 

30401-25 (401-25); 30551-6 (426-31); 30837/8 (432/3). 
Dennis Dart/Dart SLF 

Dart 32650-2 (450-2); 32707/8 (447/8); 32754-8/71/2/4-6 
(454-8/41/2/4-6). Dart SLF 33322-4 (222-4); 33393-9 (253- 
6/64-6); 33453-64 (233-44); 33604 (204); 33806/13-20 
(206/13-20). 

Mercedes-Benz minibus/Optare MetroRider 

709D 40301-26/32/4-83 (301 etc). 609D 41983/4 (1015/75 
— H838/9 GLD). L608D 41998 (1012 — D560 RCK). 
MetroRider 47900/1 (300/84); 47972/5-9/88-90 (387/95- 
9/88-90). 

Volvo B10M coaches 

52021/4 (106/4); 52032/3/5/6 (164/7/5/6); 52107-14 (139-44, 
1429, 138); 52120-4 (150-4); 52155-62 (155-62); 52172/9 
(108/7); 52299 (149); 52368-73 (168-73); 52398 (111); 
52415 (112 — R115 OPS); 52445/6 (125/6); 52474-86 (174- 
86); 52617-20 (127-30). 


TN35 4LT. 


Stagecoach East Midlands 


Leyland Olympians 

14302/3 (302/3); 14314/6/8-27/9/31-6 (314 etc); 14339-63 
(339-63); 14364/7/79/80 (971/70/2/3 — C114/12 CHM, 
D129/30 FYM); 14478 (337); 14621/30/2-7/43/4/9/64/5 
(C621 LFT etc — 931/30/2-40/2/3); 14871 (71); 14901/5- 
12/4/5/7-25/7 (901 etc). 

Dennis Dominator/Leyland Fleetline 

Dominators 15002-4/7-9 (40-5 — B902-4/7-9 TVR); 

1504 1/3/4/6-9/51/2/9-62 (240/3/4/6—9/51/32/19-22); 15075- 
7/9-81/4/5/92-4 (75 etc). Fleetlines 15513/4/22 (113/4, 1028 
— MBE 613R, BUV 103L, OCU 822R). 


Volvo Olympian/Dennis Trident 


Olympians 16453-69/71-500 (153/4/1/6-69, 101-9/30- 
46/52/48-50); 16817-9/23-30 (817-9/23-30). Tridents 16373- 
88 (373-85/70-2); 17737-9 on order. 


Volvo B10M bus 

20274-86 (714-26); 20411-4 (597-600); 20439-44 (595/6/91- 
4); 20491-9 (601-9). 

Leyland National/Tiger 

National 25423 (623 — MWG 623xX). Tiger 25821-33 (421- 
33). 

Dennis Lance/Scania/Ford R1114 


Lance 27301-4 (20-3); 27701-9 (1-9). Scania 28703 (703). 
Ford 29859 (259). 


Volvo B6 


30239/79 (485/4 — L239 CCW, L279 JAO); 30435-43/5-53 
(435 etc). 


Dennis Dart/Dart SLF/Optare Excel 


Dart 32066-9/7 1/3/80-3/7/9 (1703-9/4/10-2/4/5); 32111/3-6/8 
(818/20-3/5); 32147/8 (819/7); 32415-27 (804-16); 32713 
(1713); 32818-20 (418-20), Dart SLF 33001 (1134); 33103- 
10/2-7 (1103-10/2-7); 33401-6 (801-3, 401-3); 33760-2/4-8 
(842-4/6-50); 33769-71 (1135-7 — R469-71 LSO); 33831- 
41/7-9 (831-41/27-9); 34001-9 (854-62). Excel 35000-15 
(500-15). 

Mercedes-Benz 709D/811D/Vario/MCW Metrorider 

709D 40736-46/8-65/7-81 (736 etc); 40797-804 (347-50, 
777/8, 353/4); 40990/1/4/5/8/9 (90 etc). 811D 41715/7-9 
(15/7-9); 41802 (1802); 41932 (721). Vario 42355-8 (355-8); 
42576-9 (786/80/7/5 — T56-8 JKG, T38 PTG); 42582- 
5/7/9/90 (T582 SKG etc — 788/1-3/9/90/84). Metrorider 
47999 (902). 

Coaches 

Volvo B10MA artic 51096 (96). B10M rigid 52005/7-10 
(61-4); 52051/78 (611/10); 52091/5 (1034, 612); 52115 
(613); 52143/5-7 (73, 658, 76/7 — K573/5-7 DFS); 52207-13 
(637-43); 52257/9 (657/6); 52269 (662); 52351/7 

(P151/7 ASA); 52378/9/81 (78/9, 81); 52493/4 (663/4); 
52601/2 (674/5); 52630-3/5 (670-3/65); 52644/5/8/9 
(676/7/68/9). Leyland Tiger 59035/7 (35/7); 59059/60/87 
(59, 60, 187). 


Stagecoach London 


Leyland Titan 
10001 (THX 4018S) ex-T1. 
AEC Routemasters 


12013 (RM613); 12080/6/90/8 (RM980, 886/90/8 — 

USK 625 WLT 980, WLT 886, XFF 814/3 WLT 8907/8); 
12127/56/61/85/9/99 (RM1527, RMC 1456/61/85, RM1289, 
1599 — 527 CLT, LFF 875 456 CLT, 461/85 CLT, XSL 696A 
259 CLT, YTS 820A 599 CLT); 12272/86, 12300/3/11 
(RML2272 etc); 12392/9, 
12402/15/29/35/7/44/5/50/1/6/62/70/81/8/93/5-7, 
12527/41/50/65/81/92 (RML 2392 etc); 

12607/10/6/24/39/4 1/2/57 (RML2607 etc); 
12661/5/8/70/1/96, 12705/9/23/38/43/8/9/60 (RML2661 etc). 


Volvo Olympians 


16001-3/41-67/9-73/5-163/5-78 (VN1-3, 41-3, VA44-67/9- 
73/5-81, VN82-121, VA122-48, VN149-63/5-78). 


Dennis Tridents 

17001-401/3-591 (TA1-222, TAS223-60, TA261-401/3-35, 
TAS436-591); 17592-611, 731-3 allocated to TA592-614 on 
order; 17740-854 on order. 

Heavy-duty single-deck 

Mercedes-Benz Citaro artic 23001-35 on order. DAF 
$B220 26001-3/10-35 (DA37/8/6, 10-35). Scania N113 
28615-30 (SLW15-30). 

Dennis Dart SLF 

33351-11 (LCY1-11); 34021-3/5/6/8-36/9/40 (DM21 etc); 
34042-365 (DS42-58, DM59-78, DS79-88, DM89-95, DS96- 
106, DM107-38, DS139-72, DM173-203, DS204-23, 
DML224-36, DSS237-53, DM254-27, DML328-46, DM347- 
65); 34366-97 on order. 

Mercedes-Benz Vario/Volvo B10M coach 

Vario 42001/5-12/5/8 (MB1 etc). B10M 52022/3 (VJ9, 8); 
52092 (VP5); 52217/9 (VP7, 6). 


Stagecoach Manchester 


Leyland Olympians 

13020-33 (3020-33); 13034-6/9/49/53/5- 
8/60/5/7/9/70/2/4/7/80/2/4 (3034 etc); 13086-9/91/4/5, 
13110/4 (3086 etc); 13118/9/21/2/4/5 (3118 etc); 
13126/32/3/5/7/8/43/5 (3126 etc); 13146/7/9/50/3-5 (3146 
etc); 3156/8/9/65-7/9/70/2-6/8/9/81/4/5/91/3/5-9 (3156 etc); 
13205/7/8/10/2/4-6/21/4 (3205 etc); 13226/34/6/55 (3226 
etc); 13260/8/9/72/7 (3260 etc); 13282/3/5/9/91/4/5/8, 
13300/1/4 (3282 etc). 

14239/40 (3401/2 — F201/2 FHH); 14613/31 (3613/31 — 
613/31 LFT). 

Miscellaneous double-deck 

Dennis Dominator 15010-2/4-40 (2010-2/4-22, TV25, 2024- 
40; Dennis Dragon 15180-99 (680-99); Scania N113 
15313-7 (1463-7); Leyland Atlantean 15855 (TV03 — 
SND 455X). 

Volvo Olympians 

16501-13 (731-43); 16744-9/51-76/8-82/6-800 (744-9/51- 
76/8-82, 716-30). 

Dennis Tridents 

17612-24/6-9/31-9/41-7/51-72 (612 etc); 17701-21/3-7/30 
(1601 etc). 

Volvo B10M bus 

20653/74/7 (833-5); 20845-68/75-82/93-9/901-10/2-96 (845 
etc). 

MAN 18.220 

22101-8/3-22/4-54/6-9 (101 etc); 22160-9/73/8-90 (160 etc); 
2221 2/3 (212/3); 22216-20/3/4/6-9/31-9/41-4/6 (216 etc). 
Leyland Leopard 

25738/85 (TV22/3 — WFS 138W, TSJ 85S). 

Dennis Dart/Dart SLF/Leyland Swift 

Dart 32048 (369 — N48 EJO); 32351-68 (351-68); Dart 
SLF 34037/8/41 (370-2). Swift 39853 (A036 — NIL 9313). 
Mercedes-Benz 709D/811D/Vario 

709D 40211 (A510 — E510 PVV); 40429-34 (522-7); 
40660/3-5 (516/9-21); 40838/9 (433/4); 40875-8/81-8 (221- 
32); 40989 (TV21 — F409 KOD). 811D 41634 (432). Vario 
42002-4/13/4/6/7 (574-80); 42530-54/6-9/62-73 (530 etc). 
Demonstrator 

80001 (A052 — RV52 OGL — TransBus Enviro 300). 


Stagecoach North East 


Leyland Titans 

10003 (Busways B988 — WYW 37); 10634/43/8/9/59/64/6 
(Transit 271/4-9); 10668 (Busways 280); 10673/5 (Transit 
281/2); 10826/7/40/9 (Transit 283-5/7); 11022 (Transit 289); 
11026 (Busways 290). 


BUSES 


Leyland Olympians 

14180-6/9 (Transit 960, Busways 680/77-9, Transit 961, 
Busways 681, Transit 963 — G180-6/9 JHG); 14191/2/4 
(Transit 962, Busways 682/3 — H191/2/4 WFR); 14402/3/5 
(Busways 688/7/6 — SSA 2/3/5X); 14434/5 (Busways 684/5 
— YSO 34/5Y); 14520 (Busways 689 — F41 XCS); 
14605/14/5/7/8/39/42/5/6/8/51/2/5/8/61 (C605 LFT etc — 
Busways 605/14, Transit 951/4/2/5, Busways 642/5/6, 
Transit 956/47/4/9/5/6); 1414667-76 (Busways 667-76). 


Miscellaneous double-deck 


Scania N113 15301-10 (Busways 421-30); Leyland 
Atlanteans 15808/10/1/8/22/4-8/30 (Transit 
108/10/1/8/42/9/35/56/47/8/80); City Sightseeing MCW 
Metrobuses 15905/14/7 (Busways B991/90/89 — 

LAT 504/15V, SAG 517W). 


Volvo Olympians 

16701-40 (Busways 701-40); 16831-40 (Transit 831-40). 
Volvo B10M bus 

20101-6/5-7/20-6/35 (Busways 2201 etc); 20243-58/61-5/7- 
73 (Transit 643-55, 556-8/1-5, 707-13); 20291-300 (Transit 
501-10); 20550-4 (Busways 2277/4-6, Transit 730 — P550- 
4 ESA); 10695/6 (Busways 2259/60 — P315/6 EFL); 20837- 
44 (Busways 2261-8). 

Volvo B10B/B10BLE 

B10B 21001/2 (Busways 1901/2); 21031-42 (Transit 631- 
42). BIOBLE 21101-5 (Busways 2270/1/3/69/72 — P601- 
5 JBU); 21136-58 (Busways 2236-58). 


MAN 18.220 

22172/4/90/3/5-7 (T172 MVM etc — Busways 506/3/15, 
500, 497, 514/6); 22198/9/201-11/4/5 (T198 TND etc — 
Busways 517, 499, 501/12/02/9/5/11/07/4/8/13/10, 496/8); 
22451-6 (Busways 451-6); 22462-95 (Busways 462-95); 
22656-75 (Transit 656-75); 22727-36 (1727-35 OEF, 
7736 FVN — Busways 524/5, 518-23/6/7). 


Scania/Leyland Lynx 

28901-38/51-4 (Busways 901-38/51-4); 29101-13/5-27 
(Busways 101 etc); 29541-5 (Transit 541-5); 29601-30 
(Transit 601-30). 

Volvo BE 

30101-8/38/42-7/9/50/4 (Transit 401 etc). 


Dennis Dart 

32112/7/21/3-5/7-9/33/4 (K112 SRH etc — Busways 1300-2, 
Transit 1702, 477, Busways 1303-8); 32301-3/5 (Transit 
475/3/4/6); 32615-7 (Transit 478/80/79); 32620-4/31-4/7/8 
(P620 PGP etc — Busways 1797-801/6/2, 1795, 1803. 
1794/6); 32655-61 (Transit 455-61); 32701-3/9- 
12/4/5/7/8/20-45 (Busways 1701 etc); 32746 (Transit 1746); 
32748-53/9-70/3/7-93 (Busways 1748 etc); 32794/5 
(1804/5). 

Dennis Dart SLF 

33101/2/18/20-8 (Busways 1101 etc); 33482-92 (Transit 
462-72); 33825-9 (Busways 1129-33). 

Mercedes-Benz 709D/811D 

709D 40085/92-4 (Busways 1503-6); 40251 (Busways 
1511); 40277/80-83/6 (Busways 1521/01/2/22-5); 40461- 
99/501 (Busways 1461 etc); 40525 (Busways 1528); 
40620/42/78 (Busways 1507/8/19); 40791-6 (Transit 341-6); 
40806 (Busways 1527); 40827/8/40 (Busways 1515/6, 
1432); 811D 41713/4/6 (Transit 213/4/6). 


Optare Solo/Alero/Renault Tratic 

Solo 47025 (Busways BO09 — YLO2 FKY). Alero 47803/4 
(Busways BO15/6 — YU02 GRK/X). Renault 48201/2 
(Busways B013/4 — GJ02 LVT/U). 

Coach 

Volvo B10M 52141 (Transit 71). 


Stagecoach North West 


Leyland Titans 

10056 (965); 10179 (935); 10254/81 (944/6); 10285 (948); 
10311/34/40, 10512 (956/49/55/76); 10684, 10728/9/38, 
10809 (947/54/2/1/8); 10855 (982); 11091, 11100/10 (973-5). 
Leyland Olympians 

13117 (2017 — B117 TVU); 13213 (3213 — C213 CBU); 
13296/7 (3296/7 — F296/7 DRJ). 

14100/2/16/7 (2100 etc — DBV 100W, JFR 2W, 

OFV 16/7X); 14129/34/8 (2129 etc); 14170/4-7/9 (2170 etc). 
14187/8 (2187/8); 14193/5-7 (2193/5-7); 14198/9, 14201-10 
(2198 etc); 14216/7/9/20/3 (2216 etc — B892/3/5/6/9 UAS); 
14229-35 (1029-35); 14241-68 (1001-28); 14278 (2190 — 
CUB 72Y); 14473-5/80/1 (1090-4 — S382/3 SAO 

C473/4 SSO, D384 XAO D375 XRS, D380/1 XRS); 14945 
(2145 — A545 HAC). 


Bristol VR 


15724/7/31/5 (2024, 427/31/5 — DBV 24W, FAO 427V, 
KRM 431/5W). 


Volvo Olympians 


16243-5 (243-5); 16325-32/4-40 (N325 NPN etc — 2271- 
85); 16624-70 (2224-70). 


Volvo B10M bus 


20127-34 (465-72 — P127-34 XCN); 20417-9/22-5/30/5/6 
(437-9/22-5/30, 8435, 436 — H617-9/22/3 ACK, 

J24/5 MCW, M230/5/6 TBV); 20451/2/4-9/63/73-8 (451 etc); 
20540-7 (440-7); 20699-739/41-6/8-81/3-90/3-5 (699 etc). 


MAN 18.220 
22721 (820); 22801-9/11-9/21-7 (801 etc). 
Leyland Leopard/Tiger 


Leopard 25704 (3004 — SHH 124M, SCS 355M), 25753/9 
(3008/9 — EGB 58T, GSU 8597). Tiger 25800 (900). 


Dennis Javelin bus/Lance 


Javelin 27035-7 (135-7). Lance 27201-12 (1201-12 — 
L201-11 YAG, L942 RJN). 


Volvo B6 


30237 (237) 30241/52/5/6 (L341 CCK etc — 237, 322, 
252/5/6); 30270-8/81-3 (270, 8284/5, 286/7, 275-8/81/2, 
8283 — L270-4 LHH, L274-8/81-3 JAO); 30301-10 (320/02- 
6, 8307-9, 310 — M741-6, 847, 748/9 PRS); 30333/4 
(284/5); 30454-62 (314-9, 283, 311/21 — M454-62 VHE); 
30665/8 (262/5 — L665/8 MSF); 30724/6 (323/4 — 

M74/6 HHB); 30846 (313 — M846 HDF). 

Mercedes-Benz 709D/Vario 

709D 40001-31/3-40/81 (1-33, 71-8); 40192 (592); 40263-9 
(61-4, 57-9); 40327-9 (87-9); 40394-9 (660-5); 40401/2/12 
(666/7/37); 40413/4 (86/2); 40416-20 (596-600); 40421 (83); 
40422 (602); 40423 (85); 40424/5 (604/5); 40426 (84); 
40427/8 (607/8); 40435 (1528); 40441-3/5-7/52/5 (8652, 
653/4/6-8/41/4); 40519/20 (638/9); 40613-7/9/40/5-52 
(N613 VSS etc — 205/00/1/6/2-4, 97/8, 547/6, 649-52); 
40666/7/70/1/5 (566 etc); 40810-6/8-20/2-6 (610-6/8-20, 
81/80, 8624, 625, 79); 40829-36 (629-36). Vario 42000 (36); 
42090-6 (90-6); 42670/2 (670/2). 

Iveco TurboDaily/Optare Solo 

Iveco 46602/3 (9616/7 — R602/3 KDD). Solo 47016-24 
(673-81). 

Coaches 

Volvo B10M 52001/2 (164/5); 52056/7 (160/1); 52061-4 
(1131-4); 52070/2/5 (1137/62/36); 52098/9 (120/1); 52106 
(8130); 52133 (104); 52195/6 (1125/22); 52216 (1124); 
52267/9 (1164/5); 52297 (8131); 52328-32 (1128/9, 130-2); 
52405-10/2-4 (8105, 106-9, 8110, 112/3, 8114); 52490-2 
(8120, 791/2); 52603/4 (133/4); 52613-6 (123/4, 1121/6); 
52622/3 (S902/3 CCD); 52626-9 (796-9). Leyland Tiger 
59015/20/4/6 (215/20, 624/6); 59045/55 (645, 1155). Dennis 
Javelin 59143/52/4/60/1 (143/52/4, 1160/1). 


Stagecoach South East 


Leyland Titans 

10348 (7248); 11125 (7285). 

Leyland Olympians 

14370/2/6/84 (7120/2/6/34 — C120/2 CHM, D126/34 FYM); 
14714-7 (254-7); 14801-19/21-30 (7801-14, 215-9, 7821- 
30); 14951-61/70-90 (201-11/20-40). 

Volvo Citybus/Scania N113/Bristol VR 

Citybuses 15201-9 (7301-9); Scanias 15311/2/30-71 
(7781/2/30-45/26/7/1 8-25/56-70/11); VRs 15741/51/60-3 
(9041, 9251, 160-3 — MFN 41R, JWV 251W, JOU 160P, 
EWS 746/8/51W). 

Volvo Olympians/Dennis Tridents 

Olympians 16241/2/6/7 (241 etc); 16260-79/81-99/301- 
20/2-4 (260 etc); 16341-99 (341-99); Tridents 17402 (7003); 
17689/90 (7001/2). 

Volvo B10M bus 

20189/90/8 (699, 700, 698); 20311-3 (671-3); 20438/45- 
7/60-2 (658/5-7/93/1/2 — L338/45-7 KCK, M460-2 VCW); 
20601-52/4/9-65/7-70/5/6/8-80 (601 etc); 20829-36 
(689/90/81-6 — P829-31 FVU, XSU 682 P832 FVU, P833- 
5 FVU, P836 GND). 

MAN 18.220 

22004-9 (1004-9); 22191/2/4 (1001-3). 

Leyland Leopard/Dennis Lance 

Leopard 25710 (9410 — ETC 310W). Lance 27404-8 
(1404-8). 


\.3 


f 
Stagecoach 0! 


Volvo B6/B6LE 

B6 30141/2 (41/2); 30800-3 (400-3). B6LE 31043-52 (43- 
52). 

Dennis Dart 


32009-13 (439-43); 32041/7 (411/47); 32065/70/4-7 
(407/10/04/5/46/06 — M65/2, 74-6, 63 VJO); 32088/90-8 
(416/29/08/9/15/24-8 — M101/2, 91-8 WBW); 32107-9 
(589/98/9); 32221-3 (421-3); 32309-12/4-6/21-7 (469-72/4- 
6/81-7); 32412-4/29/30 (412-4/33/4); 32446-50 (436/7/30-2); 
32451-67 (451-67); 32501-24/6-39/41-88 (501 etc); 32601-8 
(491-8); 32716/9 (597/6). 


Dennis Dart SLF 


33002-40/53/4/6/7-9/61-9/71/2 (2-40 etc); 33119 (1 — 
R119 KRG); 33407 (5005); 34010-20 (70, 81/2, 73-80 — 
410-3 DCD, NDZ 3020, 421-3/08/19/20 DCD). 


Mercedes-Benz 709D 


40112-25 (812-5/06-10/21/2/03/24/5); 40129-32 
(805/30/51/2); 40164 (984); 400653/4/7-9 (N653 VSS etc — 
453, 364, 457-9); 40686-90 (816-20); 40889-99, 40901- 
18/20-77 (889 etc). 

Iveco TurboDaily/Optare Alero 

Iveco 46611-6 (9611-6). Alero 47801/2 (998/9). 

Coaches 

Volvo B10M 52077/197 (G520 LWU, L127 NAO); 52215/20 
(8405/10); 52273-8 (8913-8); 52621 (8901); 52654-9 (8904- 
9). B12M 53001-10 (8919-28). Leyland Tiger 59014 

(PSU 787, C495 LJV). 


Stagecoach South Midlands 


Leyland Olympians 

14365/9/71 (845/39/21 — C115/9/21 CHM); 14373- 
5/7/8/81/2/6/7/92 (823-5/7/8/31/2/6/7/42 — D123- 
5/7/8/31/2/6/7/42 FYM); 14515-7 (925-7); 14930-3/5-7/42-4 
(910-2, 500, 962/3, 504, 902-4 — B910-2/60 ODU, C962- 

4 XVC, A542-4 HAC). 

Volvo Olympians 

16027-34 (935/28-34 — P527-34 HMP); 16438-40 (528-30); 
16514-26 (514-26); 16598-600 (921/09/22 — N518- 

20 XER); 16614-20 (914-20). 

Volvo B10M bus 

20004-12 (904-12); 20201-21/3-8 (201 etc); 20401/2 (261/2); 
20557-60 (229-32 — P557-9 ESA, P660 ESO); 20803- 
5/8/9/12-4/6 (233 etc); 20821/3 (248/7 — P821/3 FVU). 


MAN 18.220 

22279 (949); 22913-38/40-8 (913 etc). 

Leyland National/Dennis Lance 

National 25402/5/21/53/72 (702/5, T10/1, 772 — 

NOE 602/5R, PUK 621R, XOV 753T, BVP 772V). Lance 
27901-3 (901-3). 

Volvo B6LE 


31319/20 (857/6 — P321/2 EFL); 31321-32 (451-6/72/3/69, 
840/1, 475 — P321-32 JND); 31333 (839 — P677 NO\J); 
31334 (474 — P334 JND); 31350-7 (470/1/62-7 — P350- 

7 JND); 3161-5 (457-61 — P361-5 DSA); 31852-4 (852-4). 
Dennis Dart 

32001-8 (101-5/9-11); 32051-4/6-9/61-4 (751 etc); 32079/84 
(779/84); 32163-5 (793-5); 32609-14/25-30 (709-14/25-30); 
32704-6 (106-8); 33650-5/63 (150-6); 33821/2 (157/8). 


Mercedes-Benz 709D/811D/Vario 


709D 40106-8/10 (306/7/88/10); 40126-8 (426-8); 40134- 
43/6-50/2-63/5-72 (334 etc). 811D 41504-6/10/5/8/21/3/5 
(404 etc). Vario 42371-83 (371-83); 42586/8/624 (586/8/24 
— 1586/8 SKG, R624 CTX). 


Optare Solo 
47001-15 (601-15). 
Coaches 


MAN double-deck 50034-60/6 (34-60/6). Volvo B10M 
52020 (10); 52031/7 (8, 12); 52302 (31 — N452 XVA); 
52308 (30); 52434-9/44/7 (34-9, 32/3); 52641-3 (61-3). 


Stagecoach West & Wales 


Leyland Titans 

10492, 10542 (Red & White 814/06); 10589/92, 
10602/6/19/46/51/62/5 (Red & White 816/01, 
800/7/4/8/5/12/3); 10686/9, 10702/19 (Red & White 811/10, 
802/3); 10838 (Cheltenham 1838); 10905 (Red & White 
809); 11108/12 (Cheltenham 1108/12). 

Leyland Olympians 

14271-5 (Cheltenham 101-5); 14281-4 (Cheltenham 163/12- 
4 — UWW 3x, JHU 899X, UWW 7X, JHU 912X); 14285-94 
(Cheltenham 115-24); 14464/5 (Cheltenham 138/9); 14500-2 
(Cheltenham 160-2); 14609/10/24/41/50/9 (C609 LFT etc — 
Cheltenham 135/30/4/3/2/1). 


Volvo Olympian/Dennis Trident 


Olympians 16203-8 (Cheltenham 125-7/41-3 — R203- 

8 DHB); 16441-7/9-52 (N341-52 HGK — Cheltenham 153-5, 
Red & White 850/2/1/3, Cheltenham 156/50/1 and 
unnumbered N352 HGk). Tridents 17722/8/9 

(MK02 EGD/X/Y — Cheltenham 170/2/1). 


Volvo B10M bus 


20001 (Red & White 744 — A14 RBL, B176 FFS); 20350- 
70/85/7-92 (Red & White 750 etc); 20403-8 (E63-6 JFV, 
G67/8 PFR — Red & White 745-9/77); 20420/1 

(H620/1 ACK — Red & White 798/9); 20681 -9/94/7/8 (N401- 
9 LDF, P319/7/8 EFL — Cheltenham 401-9/12/10/1; 
20806/7/10/1/5/7/8 (N806 DNE etc — Red & White 
793/4/6/5/7, Cheltenham 418/9); 20819/20/2/4-8 
(Cheltenham 419/20/2/4-8); 20869-74/83-7/9-92 (P869 MNE 
etc — Red & White 725/31/3/26/7/32/8/9/4/30/28/9/36/7/5). 


Stagecoach’s 


type codes 

The first two digits of 
the new fleetnumbers 
identify the type or 
class of 
Stagecoach’s 
vehicles. These are: 


Double-deck 


10, 11 (Leyland Titan 
TN15); 12 (AEC 
Routemaster); 13 
(ex-Manchester 
Leyland Olympian); 
14 (other Leyland 
Olympian); 15 
(Dennis Dominator, 
Dragon, Volvo 
Citybus, Scania 
N113DRB, Leyland 
Fleetline, Bristol VR, 
Leyland Atlantean); 
16 (Volvo Olympian); 
17 (Dennis Trident); 
19 (Heritage). 
Single-deck bus 


20 (Volvo B10M); 21 
(Volvo B10B, 
B10BLE); 22 (MAN 
18.220); 23 
(Mercedes-Benz); 25 
(Leyland National, 
Leopard, Tiger); 26 
(DAF SB220); 27 
(Dennis Lance, 
Falcon); 28 (Scania); 
29 (Leyland Lynx, 
Ford R1114); 30 
(Volvo B6); 31 (Volvo 
B6LE); 32 (Dennis 
Dart); 33, 34 (Dennis 
Dart SLF); 35 
(Optare Excel); 39 
(Heritage). 

Minibus 

40 (Mercedes-Benz 
709D 23/25-seat); 41 
(Mercedes 709D 27- 
seat/711D/811D and 
assorted smaller 
models); 42 
(Mercedes Vario); 46 
(Iveco TurboDaily); 
47 (Optare Solo, 
Alero, MetroRider, 
MCW Metrorider); 48 
(Dodge Commando 
driver trainer). 


Coach 


50 (MAN double- 
deck); 51 (Volvo 
B10MA artic); 52 
(Volvo B10M rigid); 
53 (Volvo B12M); 59 
(Leyland Tiger, 
Dennis Javelin, 
Heritage coach). 
Ancillary Vehicles 
48 (Dodge 
Commando driver 
trainers), 90 (cars 
and vans). 


Al 


On order 

MAN 
18.220/Alexander 
ALX300 22011-60 
(not yet allocated). 


Mercedes-Benz O.405/Dennis Falcon 


0.405 23950/1 (Red & White 550/1). Falcon 27032/4 
(EJV 32/4Y — Cheltenham DT32, 14). 


Volvo B6 


30240 (Red & White 709 (L240 CCW); 30248/51/3 

(L248 CCK etc — Cheltenham 846, Red & White 712/3); 
30660/1/3/4/7/9 (Cheltenham 852/3, Red & White 723/4, 
Cheltenham 717, Red & White 718 — L660 HKS, 
L661/3/4/7/9 MSF); 30701-12 (Red & White 701-8, 
Cheltenham 848, Red & White 699, Cheltenham 850/1 — 
L701-12 FWO); 30721/3/5/8 (M71 HHB etc — Red & White 
711, Cheltenham 1173, Red & White 715, 692); 30729/32 
(Red & White 729/32); 30831-6 (Red & White 691, 700, 693- 
6 — L831-6 CDG); 30839-45/7 (Cheltenham 839 etc). 


Dennis Dart 


32078/85/6 (Red & White 578, Cheltenham 885/6); 
32126/30/2 (K126 SRH etc — Cheltenham 467-9); 32233- 
45/7-50/4-9 (NDZ 3133 etc — Red & White 463, 
Cheltenham 464, Red & White 465-70/41-5/30/48/32/3/54- 
8/49) 32269 (Red & White 459); 32313/7-20 (Cheltenham 
922/3/19-21); 32901-3/36/7 (Cheltenham 901 etc); 32960 
(Red & White 560); 32962-70/83-99 (Cheltenham 562/3, 
Red & White 564-70/83-99). 

Dennis Dart SLF 

33501-13 (Cheltenham 501-13); 33554/6-9/61 (Red & White 
554 etc); 33601-3 (Cheltenham 601-3); 33606-27 (Red & 
White 606-27); 33808-12 (Cheltenham 931-5); 33904-18/24- 
30/8-62/6-80 (Cheltenham 904 etc). 


Mercedes-Benz 709D/711D/811D/307D/Vario 


40144/5 (Red & White 360/42); 40205 (Red & White RW22 
— F392 DHL); 40537-9/41/3/4/6-59/61-84 (Red & White 337 
etc); 40618/43/4 (N618 VSS etc — Red & White 393/2, 
Cheltenham 736); 40708-13/5-7 (Red & White 
340/45/36/85/6/35/89-91 — M708-10 JDG, M711-3/5 FMR, 
N716/7 KAM); 40718-35 (Cheltenham 718-35); 41150-71 
(Red & White 150/1, Cheltenham 817/8, Red & White 154-7, 
Cheltenham 823/4, Red & White 160, Cheltenham 822, Red 
& White 162-6, Cheltenham 820, Red & White 168-70, 
Cheltenham 821); 41308/9/11/5/7/22-4 (K308 YKG etc — 
Cheltenham 808, Red & White 309, Cheltenham 816, Red & 
White 315/7/22-4); 41327/8 (Red & White 327/8); 41330 
(Cheltenham 807); 41401-30 (Red & White 101-25/80-5 — 
N401-30 WVR); 41503 (Cheltenham 1403); 41516 
(Cheltenham 1416); 41803-6 (Cheltenham 803-6). 307D 
41981 (Red & White RW16 — E316 HLO). Vario 42271-4/7 
(Red & White 271-4/7). 

Iveco TurboDaily/Optare MetroRider 

Iveco 46606/7/10 (Cheltenham CG6, 7, 10 — 

R606/7/10 KDD). MetroRider 47924/7/8 (Red & White 
203/6/7). 


Volvo B10M coaches 

52059/71/90 (Red & White 932/31/30); 52102 (Red & White 
743); 52180-2/6 (Red & White 900-2/6); 52281 (Red & 
White 961); 52298 (Cheltenham 548B — X448 XVA); 
52300/1 (Red & White N450/1 XVA); 52392/3 (Cheltenham 


562/71); 52397/9 (Red & White 903/4); 52400 (Cheltenham 
570); 52401-4 (Red & White 771-4); 52417 (Red & White 
905); 52450-4 (Cheltenham 550-4); 52495/6/8-504 (Red & 
White 775 etc). 


Stagecoach East Scotland 


Leyland Titan/AEC Routemaster 
Titans 10555/8/60/2/6/7 1/2/4/7/82/6/7/91/3, 


10601/5/15/22/3/6/54 (Fife 755/7/70/52/6/7 1/2/4/7/82/6/7/63/4, 


768/42/69/76/8/9/54); 10751/89/91, 801/2 (Fife 
751/89/91/62/80); 10819/20 (Fife 759/61); 
10825/32/4/58/67/73 (Fife 765/83/49/58/98/73); 
10902/21/2/35/44/5/96 (Fife 790/2/3/5/4/6/81); 11007/13/50 
(Fife 767/53/50); 11066 (Fife 766); 11084/93/7 (Fife 784, 
1103, 797; 11106/14 (Bluebird 82/4); 11116/9/22 (Fife 
785/99/88). Routemaster 1107 (LDS 201A, 607 DYE — 
Bluebird 1106. 

Leyland Olympians 

14279/80 (EWY 74/5Y — Fife 727/6); 14337/8 (G337/8 KKW 
— Fife 737 and Bluebird 001; 14404 (SSA 4X — Fife 700; 
14408-11/5/8 (Bluebird 8-11/5/8); 14444/8/50-2/5-8/60 

(A44 FRS, B348/50-2/5-8/60 LSO — Bluebird 44, Fife 734/5, 
Bluebird 51/2/5-8, Fife 736); 1461-3/7-71 (C461-3/7-70 SSO, 
GSO 1V C471 SSO— Bluebird 61, Fife 739, Bluebird 63/7- 
71; 14485-92/6-9 (Bluebird 85-92/6-9); 14701-7/18-25 (Fife 
701 etc); 14962-4 (Bluebird 12-4). 

Volvo Citybus 

15210-2 (940-2); 15248/50/8-60/9-77/9-99 (E865/7 RCS, 
B108 CCS, E909/10 KSG, C807, 800-6 USG, B177/9- 

86 FFS, C787-99 USG — Fife 965/7/08-10/07/20/01/72- 
4/05/6/77/9-93/14/5/96/7/18/9). 

Bristol VR/Leyland Atlantean 

VR 15711 (Bluebird UWV 6118S); Atlantean 15869 (Fife 1102 
— 927 GTA). 

Volvo Olympians 

16035/6 (P535/6 HMP — Fife 728/9); 16198-202 (Bluebird 
26-8, 101/2); 16248-50 (Bluebird 103-5); 16421-30 (Fife 708- 
17); 16610 (Bluebird 100). 

Volvo B10M bus 

20107-9/11-3/8/9 (N207-9/11-3 LTN, P118/9 XCN — Bluebird 
663-5/7-9/71/2); 20141-54/71-8 (Bluebird 641-6, Fife 343/4, 
Bluebird 649-54, 571-8); 20191-8 (Bluebird 591-5, Fife 359, 
Bluebird 597); 20301-10/4-32/4-42 (Fife 301 etc). 


MAN 18.220/Leyland Leopard 

MAN 22109/10/2 (Bluebird 723-5); 22252-69/71-4/6/7 (Fife 
252 etc); 22701-19/22 (Bluebird 701 etc). Leopard 25739 
(GSU 839T — Fife 1499). 

Volvo B6/B6LE 

B6 30267-9 (Bluebird 465/4, Fife 669 — L267-9 CCK); 
30426-31 (Fife 626-8/3-5); 30651-9/70-3 (Fife 651-9/70-3); 
30679-81 (Bluebird 466-8). B6LE 31491-9 (Bluebird 491-9). 


FLEET INFOCUS 


FLEET: 
BASED: 
FOUNDED: 


WHERE DOES 
IT OPERATE?: 


LIVERY: 


Stagecoach East (560 buses 
100 Cowley Road, Cambridge 


Stagecoach East took over the Cambus, Viscount and United Counties subsidiaries. Viscount 
and Cambus go back respectively to the formation of Peterborough Electric Traction in 1902 
and Cambridge-based Ortona Motor Company in1907; they merged to form part of Eastern 
Counties Omnibus Company in 1931 under Tilling & BAT ownership. Under National Bus 
Company ownership, the Cambridgeshire operations were hived off in September 1984 to 
form Cambus. It was sold to its management in December 1986, and was split further in 1989 
when Viscount took over the Peterborough area services. It took over Premier, Cambridge 
in1990 and Milton Keynes Citybus (formerly part of United Counties) in December 1992. 
United Counties began life in 1913 as the Wellingborough Motor Omnibus Company and was 
renamed in 1921. NBC split it into smaller parts, with the original company retaining the 
Northamptonshire and north Bedfordshire routes. Stagecoach bought it direct from NBC in 
November 1987. Stagecoach acquired Cambus Holdings in December 1995. To avoid a 
Monopolies & Mergers Commission reference, it sold United Counties’ Huntingdon depot and 
Milton Keynes Citybus to Julian Peddle in March 1997. 

Local bus services in Cambridgeshire, west Suffolk, Bedfordshire and Northamptonshire, 

with express services to Oxford, London and West Midlands. Main depots at Bedford, 


Cambridge, Corby, Ketterin 


Northampton and Peterborough. 


Most vehicles are in Stagecoach’s corporate white/blue/red/orange colours, but Park-&-Ride 


buses in Cambridge are cream 


Dennis Darl Dart SLF 


Dart 32101-6/10 (Bluebird 513-8/22); 32122 (Fife 680); 
32201-13/5/6/46 (Fife 601-13/22/20/1); 32304/6-8 (Fife 681- 
4); 32341-4/6-9 (686/9/91/2/85/7/8/90); 32801-12 (Bluebird 
501-12). Dart SLF 33414-9 (Fife 614-9); 33428-39/69-79 
(Bluebird 428-39/69-79). 

Mercedes-Benz 709D/811D 


40041-52 (Bluebird 341-52); 40070-6/8-80 (Fife 70-6, Bluebird 
275/6, Fife 80); 40086-91/5-7 (Bluebird 353, Fife 87, Bluebird 
354, Fife 89-91/5-7); 40102/3 (Bluebird 302, Fife 30); 
40194/5/7/8, 40203 (Bluebird 305/6/9/14); 40270 (Fife 27); 
40534-6/40/2 (Bluebird 234-6/40/2); 40585-91/3/4 (Bluebird 
315, Fife 31, 17/8, Bluebird 319/20, Fife 32, Bluebird 323/4); 
40636/7 (Bluebird 336/7); 41304 (Bluebird 249); 41507/9/11- 
3/7/20 (Bluebird 256/8/4/5/7/3/48); 41801 (Bluebird 251); 
41950 (Bluebird 299). 


Volvo B10M coaches 


52004 (Fife 1480); 52006/11/3 (Bluebird 548/53/8); 52014 
(Fife 1482); 52027/9/30/8 (Fife 523, Bluebird 680, Fife 524, 
Bluebird 681); 52067/73/82 (Bluebird 557, 614/83); 52087 
(Bluebird 617); 52103/4 (605/6); 52116-9 (Bluebird 
610/1/08/9); 52130-2 (600, 561/2); 52134-40/2 (Bluebird 564- 
70, 613); 52168-71/73-7 (Bluebird 588/79-81, Fife 592, 
Bluebird 616, 585-7); 52178/83-5/7/8 (Fife 578 etc); 52193/4 
(Bluebird 638/9); 52214 (Bluebird 603); 52227-44 (Bluebird 
527-44); 52245-56/8 (Fife 545-56/44); 52271/2 (Bluebird 
601/2); 52288-94 (Bluebird 628-34); 52306/7/9/10 (Fife 
527/8/6/5); 52312-4 (Bluebird 582-4); 52352-4/6 (Fife 572- 
4/6); 52361/2/5-7 (568/9/5-7); 52380 (Fife 580); 52382/5-7 
(Bluebird 622/5-7); 52420/2-4 (535/2-4); 52440-3 (Fife 539/41- 
3; 52457-60/2 (Fife 537/8/6/40/31); 


52463 (Bluebird 689); 52605-12 (Bluebird 655-62); 52638 
(Bluebird 620); 52647 (Bluebird 621); 52666-9 (Bluebird 
676-9). 


Stagecoach West Scotland 


Leyland Titans 


10005/29 (937/9); 10197, 10208/9 (940/66/36); 10236/46 
(933/41); 10252/73 (943/5); 10410 (967); 10700/62 (951/5); 
10824/43/66/74 (950/80/77/83); 10950/99 (975/9); 11045 
(978); 11076 (976); 11079/81/3/92 (970-4). 

AEC Routemasters 

12060 (1101 — EDS 50A, WLT 560). 

Leyland Olympians 

14412 (907 — C800 HCS); 14466 (900 — C466 SSO); 
14521/2 (909/10 — F524 WSJ, F149 XCS); 14601- 
4/8/12/6/9/22/3/5-9/38/40/7/53/4/6/7/62/3 (C601 LFT etc — 
899, 902/8/4/6, 800/14/10/05, 901, 801-3/9/15/13/06, 911, 
804, 905, 811/07/12/08). 


Volvo Citybuses/Olympians 


Citybuses 15246/7/9 (893/4/6); Olympians 16037-40/68/74 
(816-9/21/2 — P537-40 HMP, R168/74 VPU); 16846-66 (912- 
32). 

Volvo B10M bus/B10B/MAN 18.220 


B10M 20110/4 (N210/4 LTN — 563/4); 20502-19/21/2/4/6/30- 
9/48/9/56/65-96 (502 etc); 20597-9 (597-9). B10B 21051 (501 
— M151 FGB). MAN 22601-6 (601-6). 


Leyland National/Leopard/Scania 


National 25475/6 (705/6 — OIW 7025, UIB 3076; GLP 427T, 
EGT 458T). Leopard 25728/61/9/71/97 (628/61/9/71/97 — 
WLT 546 TBC 1X, GCS 61/9V, TSJ 71S, BSJ 917T). Scania 
28955 (455 — M100 AAB). 


Volvo B6/B6LE 


B6 30312/3/8-27/32/5-41 (312 etc); 30674-8 (351-5). BLE 
31366-86 (366-86). 


Dennis Dart/Dart SLF 


Dart 32120 (444); 32137/8/45/6 (448/9/53/4); 32224-6 
(441/2/40); 32380-2 (400/1, 399); 32390-8 (390-8); 32400-9 
(310/01-9). Dart SLF 33088/9 (388/9); 33443-7 (413-7); 
33772/3/5-80 (402/3/5-10); 34024/7 (424/7 — R124/7 VPU). 


Mercedes-Benz 709D 


40053-69 (253-65/51/67/8/52); 40082 (219); 40098-100 (248- 
50); 40101 (40 — L301 JSA); 40529/30 (279/85); 40601-12 
(1-12); 40621-35/8/9 (21-35/8/9); 40985-7 (60/1/7). 

Volvo B10M coaches 


Artic 51061/2/70/1/3-6/92-5/7-9 (171/2/70/63/2/95-7/2- 
4/65/7/98/9). Rigid 52026 (618); 52058 (183); 52069/76 
(129/36); 52079/80/4/6/8 (174/5/80); 52086/8/96/7 (139/31-3); 
52144 (184); 52260-6 (122-8); 52282-5/7 (142-5/7); 52295/6 
(140/1); 52348-50 (148-50); 52355/8-60 (155/8-60); 
52416/8/9/21 (116 etc); 52425-7 (103-5); 52456 (161); 
52464/5 (114/5); 52510 (111). 


Miscellaneous heritage buses 


Double-deck 

19909 (409 DCD — South East Queen Mary Leyland PD3 
909); 19912 (LCU 112 — Busways Daimler CCG6 B140); 
19913 (UF 4813 — South East Leyland TD1 813); 19917 


with green, red or dark blue relief. § 
MOST 110-seat Leyland Olympian 14000 


INTERESTING is one of three 12m tri-axle 

VEHICLE?: Megadekkas that Stagecoach 
bought in 1989. It began life in 
Glasgow. Stagecoach East also 
has two ex-Eastern Counties 
Bristol FLFs in the group’s 
heritage fleet. 


(PRX 189B, 477 DCD — Transit Queen Mary PD3 189); 
19935 (HGM 335E — Bluebird Bristol FLF6G 1113); 19945 
(CD 7045 — South East Leyland G7 135); 19946 (MFN 946F 
— South East AEC Regent V 946); 19952/3 (JAH 552/3D — 
East FLF6Gs 952/3); 19959 (UCS 659 — Western Albion 
Lowlander 1059); 19982 (RCS 382 — Western PD3 1082); 
19992 (LRV 992 — Devon PD2 992). 

Single-deck 

39925 (DGS 625 — Bluebird Leyland PS1 1115); 39957 

(YY 957 — North West Leyland Lion); 39995 (CK 3825 — 
North West Leyland Lion 295); 59922 (BMS 222 — Bluebird 
Leyland Royal Tiger coach 1108); 59931 (FES 831W — 
Bluebird Volvo B58 coach 1109); 59939 (HDV 639E — 
Bluebird Bristol MW6G coach 1112); 59943 (GRS 643E — 
Bluebird Albion Viking 1111); 59950 (YSD 350L — Western 
shortened Leyland Leopard bus 1081). 


Right: Stagecoach East's open-top Bristol Lodekka, 19952 
(JAH 552D) in Cambridge last autumn to celebrate the first | 
year of the high frequency Citi service network. It now 
wears Stagecoach’s latest corporate livery, having been in 
the golden jubilee version over the summer. IAN FRASER 


BUSES 


Abbey Coaches, 


Margrove Park, Cleveland 


Acquisitions are Volvo B10M/Van Hool MIL 9320, DAF 
$B3000/Duple VIL 5137, ex-Stagecoach Busways 
Optare MetroRider H176 WWT and MCW Metrorider 
F563 HPP. H176 WWT has been used in Guisborough 
in Stagecoach livery — notable, given that these town 
services were for many years provided by Cleveland 
(later Stagecoach) Transit. 


Accord Southern, Chichester 


DAF SB200/Wright Commander demonstrator 
YD02 RDY has been on loan and new white Dennis 
Dart VU02 TTZ was used during November. 


AirLinks 


Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814D/Plaxton Cheetahs 
X216/7 XCD are in Virgin Trains Heathrow-Watford 
shuttle livery. 


Alexcars, Cirencester 


Latest arrivals are Dennis Javelin/Marcopolo C53F 
P505/65 VUS ex-Hutchison, Overtown. Berkhof-bodied 
Javelins SJ! 5027/8 went in part exchange. 


Ambassador, Great Yarmouth 


Two Plaxton Paragon Expressliner-bodied Volvo 
B12Ms have joined the fleet, one of which is registered 
FN52 HRM 


Amvale, Grimsby 


Unique ex-OK Motor Services rear-engined Leyland 
Tiger Q723 CHG is based at North Somercotes, as is 
Leyland National 2 BVP 816V. 


Andrews, Tideswell 


As anticipated, Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlanteans 
PUA 917 (MVK 564R) and TIW 2654 (SNS 2745S) have 
been withdrawn along with Setra Imperial double-deck 
coaches GIL 7549 and IIL 8593 (A412/3 GPY). 


Applegates, Berkeley, Glos 


A new Mercedes-Benz/Caetano Touro is due, but 
meanwhile new BAO2 EFA is an MAN 18.220/Noge 
Catalan 350 C49Ft. 


Armchair, Brentford 


The Northern Counties Palatine I|-bodied Volvo 
Olympians, VN417-20, 780-2 (R417 SOY etc) have 
been sold. 


Arriva Colchester 


Leyland DPH43/29F-bodied Leyland Olympian 5404 
(H264 GEV) has arrived from Southend. Mercedes- 
Benz 709D 2115 (N919 ETM) and East Lancs-bodied 
Dennis Dart DS19 (N539 TPF) have been transferred 
to Arriva Southern Counties at Horsham while 
Metrobus 5361 (BYX 301V) is a driver trainer. Volvo 
Citybus 610 (G610 DPH) has been withdrawn. 


ae 
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Arriva Cymru 


Mercedes-Benz 709D 158 (P178 FNF) has been 
transferred from Manchester. 


Closed-top double-deckers are down to penny numbers 
at several locations — all are Olympians: Chester has 
3026/62/3/91-4/6 and 3118, Wrexham 3343-9, 
Llandudno Junction 3987 and Rhyl 3984. Stronger 
musters are at Aberystwyth with 3051/3/5/65-9, 
3127/8/31/5/7/9 and Bangor with 3017/47/54/71/3/86, 
3119-22. Recently, 3069 was the first double-decker 
into Lampeter for many years on the service to 
Aberystwyth. 


Dennis Dart SLF 827 (V557 ECC) has had its rear 
bicycle rack removed. Alexander-bodied Mercedes- 
Benz 709Ds 110/6/21/5/38 (M394 KVR, M456 HPG, 
M121/5 YCM, M468 SPA) have been withdrawn. 


Arriva Derby 


The new DAF DB250/East Lancs double-deckers are 
expected to oust the remaining Leyland Fleetlines 
(4301/10/2/3/5) — now a rarity with the big groups — 
as well as the first three Marshall-bodied Volvo 
Citybuses to go (YAU-Y batch). 4301 has completed 22 
years and eight months’ service here. Northern 
Counties-bodied Fleetline 4311 (MTV 311W) was 
withdrawn after transmission failure in October and 
4306 (GTO 306V) may have suffered a similar fate. 


Volvo Citybus 4344 (C144 NRR) has been painted 
allover yellow for use on schools. Northern Counties- 
bodied Volvo Ailsa B55-10 4115 (SRC 115X) has 
passed to Forrest, Liverpool. 


Arriva Fox County 


Further London Plaxton B40F-bodied Dennis Darts in 
service are 2047/8/54 (P847/8/54 PWW). 


Arriva London 


More Wright Eclipse Gemini H41/22D-bodied Volvo 
B7TLs are VLW70-5 (LF52 UTG/H/J/L/M, USM) while 
further B29F Dennis/Plaxton Dart MPDs are PDL84-94 
(LF52 USB-D/G/H/J/L, URN-P/R). 


Dennis Dart LDR48 (P848 PWW) has gone to Arriva 
Fox County (q.v.) and DR24 (H124 THE), the last DR in 
the fleet, has been sold to Lister PSV (dealer). 


Arriva Midlands North 


New DAF SB200/Wright Commander B44F 1145-58 
(BF52 NZR-Z, OAA-E) are at Wellington on Red Line 
service 44 (Leegomery-Madeley). 


Telford also is the new base for unique Marshall Capital 
B35F-rebodied Dennis Dart 804 (M804 MO\); Darts 
502-7/9, used on service 55 (Telford-Wellington), have 
been downseated to B32F to provide buggy space and 
carry Smart Route lettering. 


Following the withdrawal of the Leyland National 
Greenways at Southgates, only eight are left in the 
operational fleet. They are 2145 (JIL 2198, SCK 703P), 
2148 (JIL 5367, NOE 598R), 2149 (SJI 5569, 

NPJ 471R), 2156-8/64/5 (JIL 2156-8/64/5, GHB 677N, 
NPD 142L, PUK 649R, XNG 760S, JOX 516P). 


Arriva North East/Northumbria 


The four new DAF SB4000XF/Van Hool C49Ft for 
National Express Newcastle-Cambridge/London work 
are 145-8 (NL52 XZV-Y), ousting remaining Bovas 136- 
8/40 (WSV 570-2, M122 UUB). 136/8 have been sold 
to Classic, Annfield Plain. 

The Cummins re-engined MAN/Optare Vecta, 1556 
(UOI 776), is a regular performer on services 8/A 
(Stockton-Overfields). I’m told that recently over a third 


of the 58 Vectas were unserviceable and some have 
been heavily cannibalised. Some will be reactivated re- 
engined 1556 proves successful. 


Volvo Olympian/East Lancs 7425 (M689 HPF) has 
been deroofed. Leyland Olympian 7244 has returned 
from Northumbria to North East at Peterlee. Arriva 
Yorkshire Olympian 612 (C612 ANW) has been on loan 
at Durham. 


Duple-bodied Leyland Tiger 202 (XSV 689, C256 SPC) 
has been sold to North East Bus Breakers. ECW- 
bodied Leyland Olympian ECW 7313 (C616 ANW) is 
being cannibalised for spares. 


Stokesley depot is to close from February. 


Arriva North West/Merseyside 


More Scania L113CRL/Wright Axcess Ultralows 
2008/11/24/6/30/2/3 are at Liverpool from 
Skelmersdale, which now has no Scanias. St Helens 
has 2004/19 (plus Runcorn’s 2001/3/5) and Volvo 
B10BLE/Wright 2729/30; Southport has 2722-8. 
Skelmersdale has Dennis Darts 1124 from 
Wythenshawe, 1180/2/89/90 from Green Lane, 1219 
from Runcorn and 7567/8 from Speke. Birkenhead has 
East Lancs-bodied Volvo Citybuses 3965/9 

(H664/79 GPF) for school work. 


Ex-Arriva Cymru Dart/East Lancs 1230 (M230 AKB) 
and Leyland Lynx 1719 (E49 WEM) also appeared at 
Skelmersdale, but 1719 moved to Southport for schools 
services along with 1712-4 (G312-4 DPA). Liverpool 
Green Lane and Speke have no Darts. Mercedes-Benz 
709D 158 (P178 FNF) has been transferred from 
Manchester to Cymru. 

The ex-Arriva Midlands North Leyland Nationals — 
Greenways 8197/8 (PUK 637/52R) and National 2s 
DOC 26, 37V — are driver trainers. 

Wright-bodied Scania 5304 (P304 HEM) has been 
destroyed in an arson attack and semi-cannibalised 
Volvo B6/Plaxton Pointer 7215 (L715 TKA) is dumped 
at St Helens depot. 

A member of the Merseyside Transport Trust has 
acquired former Merseybus Leyland Tiger 
TRCRTL11/2R/Duple Dominant IV DEM 269X 

(VKB 708, CKC 625X) from Film Cuisine, Liverpool. 


Below left:: Contrasting 
impressively with the 
picture of similar, 
unrepainted 6207 in 
November Buses, Arriva 
Southern Counties DAF 
DB250RS/Northern 
Counties Palatine II 
6209 (R209 CKO) 
passes along Mount 
Pleasant Road, 
Tunbridge Wells in 
October. New to London 
& Country, most of these 
buses spent a period on 
extended loan to London 
United. MARK LYONS 


Arriva Southend 


Plaxton B34F-bodied Dennis Dart 3404 (P324 HVX) 
has arrived from East Herts & Essex at Grays, 

while all-Leyland Olympian 5404 (H264 GEV) has gone 
to Colchester. 


BODY TYPE 
AB Articulated single-deck bus 


AC Articulated coach 


B Rigid single-deck bus 
Cc Coach 


DP Dual purpose, usually coach seats in a bus shell 
H Double-decker 


[fe Lowbridge double-decker with side sunken gangway upstairs. 
All other double-deckers are H (highbridge) regardless of 
overall height. 

M Minibus 

fe) Permanent open-top 

CO ___ Convertible open-top 

PO Partial open-top 


SEATING CAPACITY 


For double-deckers, this is shown with the upper deck capacity first 
(e.g. 43/30, indicating 43 ‘over’ 30. Where the split is not known, a total 
figure (e.g. 73) is shown in the same style as for single-deckers. The 
total seating capacity shown includes all fixed and tip-up seats. The 
vehicles themselves may show other permutations of seats, standing 
spaces and wheelchair capacity. 


DOOR POSITION 


F Front (can be directly behind front axle on vehicles with 


no front overhang) 


R Rear 
RD Rear with platform doors 


Cc Centre 


Tt Triple doors 
The letter ‘t’ after the door position indicates the provision of a toilet, 
while ‘L’ after the door position shows that a wheelchair lift is fitted. 


REGISTRATIONS 


Registration numbers issued from 1 September 2001 show a two-letter 
area identification code (e.g. BU for Birmingham, CU for Swansea, SX 
for Inverness), followed by a two-digit code indicating the period of first 
registration (e.g. 51 for September 2001 to February 2002, 02 for March 
to August 2002, 52 for September 2002 to February 2003, 03 for March 
to August 2003 and so on. These are followed by a three-letter 
identification of the vehicle itself. In ‘Fleet News’, a batch of vehicles 
with consecutively issued registrations will be shown in the following 
fashion: LS34-46 (GG51 PYS/T/V-Z, PZB-G). The letters | and Q are not 
used in these three-letter combinations. 


Where a vehicle has been re-registered, its previous registration 
number(s) (where known) follow in italic type (e.g. RM48 (LDS 199A, 
VLT 48), with the most recent given first. 
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Aston, Killamarsh 43 
(JDT 432N), one of 
the Leyland National 
Greenways bought to 
replace newer Dennis 
Dart SLFs from 
Dawsonrentals, in 
service in 
Chesterfield. This one 
began life with South 
Yorkshire PTE as a 
two-door Mk1 
National. 

TONY WILSON 


Opposite: Blackpool 
Transport Optare Solo 
263 (V2263 HEC) in 
the blue/yellow 
version of Metro 
Coastline livery 
applied to buses 
dedicated to Line 3. 
MARK BAILEY 


A4 


Arriva Southern Counties AA 


Guildford & West Surrey’s new DAF SB120s, 3933-44 
(GK52 YUW-Y, YVA-G/J/L), were operating at Guildford 
on routes 34/35 by early December. They displaced 
Plaxton-bodied Volvo B6s 512-6 (L512-6 CPJ) to 
Hawkhurst for services 254 and 349. 


The allocation at Grays has been reduced by the 
transfer of Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 2130/4/5 

(N901/4/5 ETM) and Dennis Darts 3408-10 (P328- 

30 HVX) to Kent & East Sussex, and Dart 3404 

(P324 HVX) to Southend. 709D 2115 (N919 ETM) and 
East Lancs-bodied Dennis Dart DS19 (N539 TPF) have 
arrived at Horsham from Colchester. 


Mercedes-Benz 711Ds 1224/5/6/8 (P224 JKL etc), 
Leyland Lynx 3044 (E890 KYW), Volvo Citybus 7623 
(G623 BPH) and rare (one of only four built) ex- 
Tellings-Golden Miller Volvo B10M/Caetano 
Stagecoach driver trainer ZDT89 (C89 NNV) have been 
withdrawn. Lynx 3047 (F47 HNF) is delicensed at 
Hawkhurst. Darts 3163/9 (J463 MKL, J469 OKP) have 
become driver trainers YDT463/9 at Gillingham and 
Dartford respectively. Dormobile-bodied Mercedes 
811Ds 2319/20 (L613/4 LVX) have been sold. 


The latest (21st) edition of the detailed and definitive 
listing of Arriva and Stagecoach subsidiaries in Kent & 
Sussex is now available, priced £5.50 from the M&D 
and East Kent Bus Club. This pocket size publication 
contains all the detail found in PSV Circle format (e.g. 
allocations, chassis and body numbers) and is well 
illustrated and well recommended. To mark the club’s 
golden jubilee, the club has also produced an excellent 
one-off pocketsize guide to the M&D and East Kent 
fleets of August 1952. This also costs £5.50. Both are 
available from the club at 42 St Alban’s Hill, Hemel 
Hempstead, HP3 9NG. 


Arriva the Shires & Essex AA 


A new DAF SB120/Wright Cadet B30F at Stevenage is 
4518 (KL52 CWk). 


Mercedes-Benz 811D/Plaxton Beaver DP31F 2108/11 
(M38, 41 WUR) have moved from The Shires to 

East Herts & Essex and Wright Pathfinder-bodied 
Dennis Lance SLFs 3376-8 (M266-8 VPU) have gone 
the other way. 


Arriva Yorkshire AA 


DAF DB250PS/Optare Spectra H47/27F continue to 
trickle into stock roughly one per week; the latest 
reported are 713/4 (YG52 CFO/P). 704-14 are all at 
Wakefield Belle Isle. Older Spectras 632-4 have moved 
from Belle Isle to Dewsbury. 


Rear number displays on older single-deckers are 
being painted over. 


ECW-bodied Leyland Olympian 612 (C612 ANW) has 
been on loan to Arriva North East, but older 537 
(EWX 537Y) has been withdrawn. 


Ashall, Clayton 


DAF MB230LT/Van Hoo! C51Ft N753 VCY has come 
from Pullman, Swansea. 


Aston, Killamarsh 


Volvo-repowered Leyland National Greenways 19, 43, 
86 (JWG 191P, JDT 432N, BFV 861R) replaced 
Marshall Capital-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs 166-8 
(X166-8 BNH), which returned to Dawsonrentals. 19 
and 43 were new as dual-door buses to South 
Yorkshire PTE, so have returned home; in between, 
they were with Isle of Man Transport. 86 was new to 
London as OJD 880R. 43 is named 

J. Edward Vickers MBE. Gardner-engined Greenway 
78 (TIB 7835, JTU 5947) and ex-Stagecoach Busways 
Optare MetroRider 375 (J375 BNW) replaced the last 
Dodge minibuses, 51, 90 (D751 YCW, F90 UHG); 90 
went to B-Line, Royston. Reeve Burgess-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz C140 KVV has been sold to a 

private buyer. 


Current stock comprises MetroRiders 170/4, 191-4, 
375, 735, 945 (H170/4 WWT, R91-94 HUA, J375 BNW, 
L735 MWW, J945 JJR), National Greenways 19, 43, 
78, 86; rental Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 187/8 

(X187/8 BNH); Mercedes-Benz 811D/Optare StarRider 
40 (F40 CWY) and Leyland Leopard/Duple Dominant 
22 (DWF 22V) plus, for schools work, AEC 
Reliance/Plaxton Supreme 397 (397 EFW). 


I'm grateful to operations manager Shayne Howarth for 
news of his fleet. 


Autopoint, Herstmonceux, E Sussex 


Now in stock are Marshall Minibus/B29F P409 KAV and 
B26F R116 VLX from Williams, Crosskeys and ex- 
Metroline Dennis Dart 9.8SDL3017/Plaxton Pointer 
B40F J823 GGF. : 


B-Line, Royston, S Yorks 


Recently in use were MCW Metroriders 8, 11 

(E758 XWL, F186 YDA), Optare MetroRider J706 CGK 
and Renault-Dodges F89 UHG, J231 JJR. Another ex- 
Preston Renault-Dodge S56/Northern Counties B23F is 
F90 UHG, latterly with Aston, Killamarsh, acquired as a 
source of spare parts for F89 UHG, but it may be used 
in service. 


Baker, Biddulph 


A new Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814/Plaxton Beaver 2 is 
9439 RU. 


Barnsley & District YT 


Two further DAF SB220/Optare Deltas expected from 
Trent Barton are J311/2 BVO. The remains of fire- 
damaged Delta 315 (K343 FAL) have gone for scrap. 


Battersby Silver Grey, Morecambe 


Iveco EuroRider/Plaxton Paragon PF02 VWO is at 
work here, as is ex-Wallace Arnold B10M-62/Plaxton 
C48Ft T543 EUB in Alfa Holidays livery. 


Bebb, Llantwit Fardre 


The Optare Solos replacing Excels on the Cardiff 
Express service are confirmed as 77, 80/5/8, 90 
(CE52 UWR-U) and M920/B31F 173-5 

(CE52 UWX/Y/V); they were expected to be 
renumbered 73-75 following withdrawal of Varios 73-76 
(173-76 JBO). 74 has passed to Perry, Bromyard and 
73 and 75 to Hutchinson, Easingwold. 


The three Excels are expected to be retained for the 
foreseeable future, but two long-wheelbase Solos are 
to be used on Tesco contracts. Excel demonstrator 
YAO2 YRP has returned for a second spell of service 
here, replacing accident-damaged Excel V79 JKG. 
Volvo B12Ms 40/1 are joining the main coaching fleet in 
‘Setra-style’ livery. 


Bennett, Gloucester 


The first Scania double-deckers in Gloucestershire are 
ex-Travel West Midlands N113DRB/Alexander RH 
H45/31F H203/7 LOM. 


Bevan, Lydney 


Former Wallace Arnold Volvo B10M-62/Plaxton 
Premiere P347 VWR is in stock. Mercedes G71 APO 
has been re-registered TIL 3866 and sold to Glenvic, 
Stanton Wick. 


The Big Bus Company, 
London SW17 


LOTS reports that Leyland Titans CUL 164V, 

GYE 275W, KYN 297X, KYV 362X, OHV 790Y and 
A612 THV have gone to Dubai, where the company 
has set up a new venture. 


Birmingham Coach 
Company, Tividale 


Leyland Nationals JYO 751N and BOK 796T have 
returned to use on service 600 (Erdington circular). 


Blackpool Transport 


Unused Lifestyle Line L1-liveried Optare Solo 277 
(YGO2 FWH) remains stored at Rigby Road depot. 


Leyland Atlantean 351 (UHG 351Y) has returned to 
service after repairs following a collision with a tram, 
but 352 (UHG 352Y) awaits a replacement engine. 326 
(URN 326V) has joined sister vehicles at Liddell, 
Auchinleck. 


Pool-liveried DAF SB220/Optare Deltas 120/30-3 have 
been repainted into Line 7 (126) and Line 11 colours. 
This means that 131-3 have been repainted four times 
in the past five years, 130 four times in four years, yet 
101/3 were last repainted in November 1993 and 105/6 
in November 1994). 


The Fylde Tramway Society, which makes its Fyide 
Tramway News available for these columns each 
month, reports that 69 of 157 vehicles have been 
repainted in Metro Coastline route colours. They are: 
Line 2 (Optare MetroRiders 504-16); Line 3 (Solos 261- 
6); Line 6 (Deltas 108-10/2-7); Line 7 (Deltas 118/9/25- 
9); Line 11 (Deltas 130-3, Olympians 368/74-9, 401/6); 
Line 14 (Dennis Tridents 301-9); pool livery (Deltas 
122-4, MetroRiders 501/2/89-95). No vehicles yet carry 
Line 4 or Line 5 livery. 


Former Fylde Atlanteans continue to slip away; 
cannibalised 469 (SRJ 757R) went for scrap in October 
and 480 (HRN 100N) is being cannibalised at Rigby 
Road. But 472 (OUI 4372) is to return to service. 


The City Sightseeing MCW Metrobuses were given 
‘paper’ fleetnumbers 810/1/5/21/2 (BOK 72/5V, 

VRG 415T, LAT 501/2V), with EWF 450W standing by 
as an unbranded spare unit. 


From 17 October, double-deck trams have been 
banned from Fleetwood (the most pleasant ride one 
can take on them perhaps). Balloons and 761/2 now go 
no farther north than Thornton Gate, owing to a 16mph 
speed limit between there and Fisherman's Walk in 
Fleetwood. 


Black Prince, Morley 


The former experimental ‘Cumulo’ Volvo Citybus B10M- 
50 C101 CUL passed to Redline, Penwortham, 
registered 14 RED. 


Bluebird, Middleton 


White Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer W552 YAP is in use, 
as has been Wright Solar-bodied Scania demonstrator 
YP02 ABN. Dart SLF/Wright Crusader S5 BLU has 
been operating in golden jubilee gold and blue. 


Blue Bus, Bolton 


Volvo Olympians 41-5 and Dennis Tridents 46-8 have 
been renumbered 141-8. Transferred to Bolton to 
operate ex-Lancashire United services are Dart MPDs 
16-8 (MF51 TWW, TVX/Y), MAN 27 (T222 MTB), Dart 
28 (V928 FMS), DAF SB220/Ikarus 36-8 (Y36-8 KNB), 
Leyland Tiger 72 (WJI 9072), Volvo B10M 74 

(WJI 9074) and Olympians 143/5 (S43/5 SNB). 


Blue Triangle, Rainham 


As reported in last month’s In London, Leyland Titan T2 
(THX 402S) has been placed in service in late 1970s- 
style London Transport livery (see Bus & Coach 
Preservation February). Former Metropolitan Omnibus 
H43/28D MCW Metrobuses GYE 468W, KYV 693X and 
OJD 809Y have been acquired from Thorpe, Wembley. 


Brandon, Blackmore End, Essex 


Further to last month's issue, the fire is understood to 
have started in ex-Eastern National Leyland Olympian 
coaches B960/6 BPU, which were destroyed, along 
with the operational Bovas, which were HIL 2325 
(B555 KRY), HIL 2921 (6330 FH, A86 RWC), 

BMB 20M (F573 WHD), Volvo B10M/Plaxton PNH 183 
(CNS 550X), B58/Plaxton WO! 2658 (RHP 24W) and 
lrizar-bodied Scania K113 625 DAO (N6 RDC). 


KUC 217P, a DMS-type Fleetline owned since 1983, 
was unscathed, and is still in service, and former 
Epsom Coaches GGC 224X, a Plaxton-bodied Bristol 
LHS, also escaped. LXR 958 is no longer on a Van 
Hool Astromega, but is a Plaxton-bodied LHS, which is 
withdrawn and stored elsewhere, as is Bova HIL 2922 
(A251 SBM), and these therefore were not involved in 
the fire. Nor was Bova HIL 2920, as it doesn’t exist. 


Further vehicles on loan have been Volvo 
B10M/Plaxton C49F CAZ 6831 (D855 FRF, WHA 325, 
D814 SGB) from Stephenson, Rochford, which also 
provided Atlantean LRB 582W mentioned last month; 
Leyland Leopard PSU5C/4R/Plaxton C57F KBH 860V 
from Fargo and Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlantean 
JUS 774N from Don’s, Dunmow, which also provided a 
Toyota Optimo and a Duple-bodied Dennis Javelin. 


Brijan, Bishops Waltham, Hants 


An acquisition, in Solent Blue Line livery, is Bristol 
VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW H43/31F 67 (XJJ 668V), new to 
East Kent. Leyland Titan 57 TIL 4557 (A942 SYE) has 
received an unusual ‘shared’ overall advertising livery 
for Marks & Spencer (green bottom half) and 
Sainsbury’s (orange top half) — | don’t recall another 
example of a scheme like this before, although the two 
chains do have some shared retailing facilities. 


Brownrigg, Egremont, Cumbria 


Ex-Stagecoach Midland Red Plaxton-bodied Leyland 
Tigers are TRCTL11/3R/C49Ft A70 KDU (B/W 4977, 
A70 KDU) and TRCTL11/3RH/Plaxton C51F C472 CAP 
(331 HWD, 6253 VC, C472 CAP, JPU 817). 


Brylaine, Boston 


New Optare Solo FY52 RZX is thought to have 
replaced accident-damaged VU02 TSZ. 


Bullock, Cheadle 


Unused ex-Arriva Merseyside Leyland Olympian 

F439 AKB has gone to an Oldham organisation for 
conversion into a playbus. Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M 
K600 BUL has gone to Edwards, Llantwit Fardre. 


Carter, Colchester 


Former Stagecoach United Counties Leyland Titan 
NUW 557Y has been acquired and repainted in London 
red with a yellow band for school contracts. 


Former Cambus Bristol VRT/SL3 PWY 37W it has 
been withdrawn with bodywork defects and its engine 
has been fitted to unique single-deck VR HNP 165S 
(CBV 9S). 


Cedric, Wivenhoe, Essex 


Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M 602 JHU (B447 YHW) is in 
use and Bristol VRT/SL3 FKM 881V has been 
relicensed. Leyland Olympian ACM 710X is back in 
service for the first time since December 2000, and 
ACM 708x, stored since July 2000, is being 
refurbished. Bristol VRT/SL3s PWR 446W, FKM have 
gone for scrap, while VR BKE 835T is being 
cannibalised. 


Central Parking 


Dawsonrentals leased Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer 
7417 MNH and SLF/Wright T442 EBD are in use on 
the Heathrow Staff Shuttle. 


Chariots, Stanford-le-Hope, Essex 


Alexander-bodied Bristol VRT ABD 75X and Northern 
Counties-bodied VRT RDC 113R have been sold. 


February 2003 


Chelmsford Taxibus 


Plaxton-bodied Volvo 2 TRR (M673 KVU) has been 
adopted as the team coach for Essex County Cricket 
Club, carrying its crests and sponsors’ names. 


Chester City Transport 


Leyland Fleetline 79 (BCB 613V) is back in service. 
Dennis Dominators 107/8/35 (KLG 107/8Y, JSL 282X) 
are recent recipients of latest livery, but the skirt of 
Optare MetroRider 273 (G773 WFC) has been 
repainted yellow. 


Citibus, Sittingbourne 


Leyland Lynx LX1126LXCT1R/B47F F732 LRG 
languishes here without use since acquisition from Go- 
Wear Buses in June 2000. 


City Sightseeing EB 

Ex-London Pride MCW Metrobus 218 (VRG 418T) has 
been converted to full open-top and renumbered 308 
and is due to work on the south coast, almost certainly 
Eastbourne, in 2003. 


Clarkson, South Elmsall, S Yorks 


Alexander-bodied Volvo B6LEs P678 NOJ and 
R543 DWY gone to Barnsley & District. 


Classic, Annfield Plain SG 


The contract for operating the Nexus minibuses, 
taken over on a temporary basis following the 
collapse of Durham Travel Services, has been 
extended for a three-year term and 20 new minibuses 
are being delivered. 


Bova Futuras WSV 570/2 have been acquired from 
Arriva Northumbria and are to be refurbished for the 
Primrose service from the North East to Blackpool. 


Coastal, Newick 


To operate newly-awarded East Sussex County Council 
contracts, six Plaxton B38F-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs 
are on order, while B29F-bodied Dart MPDs 115/6 
(GU52 HAO/X) have been delivered. 


Collett, Catshill, Hereford 


Plaxton Supreme IV-bodied Bristol LHS6L SJ! 5620 
(XGO 226W) has passed to Wacton, Bromyard (dealer) 
for scrap. 


Collinson, Ribchester, Lancs 


This operator has moved from Longridge to a new 
depot at Blackburn Road, Ribchester and has new 
Optare Alero YRO2 YTB. 


Compass, Gateshead 


An acquisition is Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814D/Plaxton 
Beaver 2 B31F V376 SVV. 


Confidence, Leicester 


The allegiance to Leyland continues with the fourth ex- 
Worth, Enstone Plaxton Paramount 3200-bodied 
Leyland Tiger acquired, B123 UUD. 


Connex Bus, London SE1 


Further Alexander ALX400 H43/20D-bodied Dennis 
Tridents for route 211 are TA116/8-22/4/6-8 
(LG52 XYK/P/O/N/Y/Z, XZS, XYL, XZT, XYJ. 


LOTS suggests that the Caetano-bodied Dennis Dart 
SLFs, DCL401-4/6-11/3-9/21-3 (T401 LGP etc) new to 
Limebourne, are all out of service; their whereabouts 
are unknown, although a few are stored at Ensign’s 
premises, in a shabby state for vehicles of that age. 
They are noi part of Ensign’s stock. 


Continental, Stockton 


Leyland Leopard/Plaxton coaches added to stock are 
FSL 62W and KBH 845V while a rarer vehicle is late- 
build (maybe even the last?) Leyland Olympian coach, 
ECW CH39/31F-bodied D824 UTF. Mercedes-Benz 
709D/Reeve Burgess J298 NNB has been bought to 
operate service 751 (Easington-Brotton). 


Bristol VRT/SL3s in operation here are VVV 950/2W 
and LFJ 866/78W, all in blue livery. 


Cooper, Killamarsh 


Acquired from Appleby, Conisholme is Scania 
K113CRB/Berkhof Excellence C49F 520 FUM 

(SIL 7765, L111 RBT) while from Yorkshire Traction 
come K93CRB/Plaxton C46Ft J293 YHE and 

J964 YWJ. 


Leyland Fleetline KMW 176P was supplemented 
by Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1R/ECW H45/32F 
DWW 931Y on the Cleethorpes seafront service. 
It came from Huntingdon & District via Ripley, 
Carlton (dealer). 


Cresswell, Evesham 


Ex-Burnley & Pendle Plaxton Interurban-bodied Dennis 
Javelin M946 JBO has been acquired. Bedford 
YMT/Plaxton Supreme IV Express JRB 663V passed to 
Wacton, Bromyard (dealer) for scrap. 


Cumfybus, Southport 


YRO2 YRU is another Optare Alero. 


De Courcey, Coventry 


New Caetano Nimbus-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs 
HV52 WTC-F have started a new fleet numbering 
sequence (presumed based on registration age 
identifiers echoing Red & White practice of old) 
as [52]1-4. 

Further double-decker acquisitions are 

MCW Metrobuses LOA 328/34/6/79X from 

Travel West Midlands. 

Now withdrawn are ex-Southend long-wheelbase 
Leyland Fleetline FE83ALR XTE 221V and Wadham 
Stringer Vanguard II-bodied Iveco TurboCity 

MJI 2368/9, which reverted to their original 
M291/88 OUR before sale to JB Coach Sales 
(dealer), Repton. 


Delaine, Bourne 


A third East Lancs Vyking-bodied Volyo B7TL is now 
on order for delivery in March. 


Dennis's, Dukinfield 


Another two East Lancs-bodied Dennis Tridents are 
on order. 


Mercedes-Benz 709D MB4 (L683 GNA) has 
gone to JP, Middleton while MB10 (N321 YNC) is with 
D&G, Longton. 


Dent, North Kelsey, Lincs 


Ex-Yellow Buses, Bournemouth, Leyland 
Leopard/Willowbrook rebodies RFC 14T and JYJ 269N 
are in stock. 


D&G, Longton, Staffs 


Mercedes-Benz 811D/Wright B33F 18 (L388 OKV) ex- 
Arriva Cymru, 709D/Alexander (Belfast) B23F 20 
(G188 PAO) ex-Stagecoach Ribble, 709D/Plaxton 
B27F 40 (N321 YNC) ex-Dennis’s, Dukinfield and 
709D/Phoenix B29F 41 (H147 CBU) new to JP, 
Middleton are recent acquisitions here, ousting older 
608Ds 19, 21/6 (D54 UUJ, D221 SKD, D654 CVN). 
Mercedes 709D 2 (G977 ARV) has been re-registered 
JLZ 8845. 


Dreadnought, Northumberland 


This operator has acquired former Mac Tours, 
Edinburgh/Wilts & Dorset/Bristol FS6G convertible 
open-topper XSL 228A (866 NHT). 


DSP, Blackburn 


Optare MetroRider/B31F RIL 1067 (H159 UUA) has 
been acquired from Lloyd, Bagillt. 
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Bristol LH 

The LH — now quite 
rare LHSs are 
mentioned this month 
with Brandon, Collett 
and Majestic — was 
one of the first new 
models produced by 
Bristol after it re- 
entered the open 
market in 1965. This 
lightweight chassis, 
with horizontal mid, 
underfloor engine, 
was produced 
between 1967 and 
1981. The vast 
majority had Leyland 
400 or 401 engines 
and Turner 
synchromesh 
gearboxes, but in the 
early days it was also 
offered with a 
Perkins H6/354 
engine and a few 
customers bought 
them with semi- 
automatic gearboxes. 
The 9.2m LH6L with 
ECW bus body was 
the most common 
version, and was the 
standard rural bus for 
many National Bus 
Company fleets. But 
the 11m LHL6L 
enjoyed brief 
success as a coach, 
while the 7.3m and 
8.1m LHS sold better 
and longer both as a 
bus and as a 35-seat 
midicoach. Indeed it 
was in this form that 
it lasted longest — 
long enough for 
Leyland to consider 
relaunching it as the 
Leyland Cheetah. 


A5 


One of the first of First 
Manchester's buses to 
carry a five-digit 
‘fleetnumber for life’ is 
Optare Solo 40327 
(MLO2 OFW), in 
orange Metroshutle 1 
livery for part of the 
recently upgraded, free 
former Centreline 
route. This runs from 
Piccadilly station, while 
green Metroshuttle 2 
runs from Victoria, 
Deansgate and Oxford 
Road Stations. Former 
fleetnumber 1641 
appears in tiny type on 
a white panel above 
the fuel filler cap. 
ANDREW JAROSZ 
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Dukes Travel, Berry Hill, Glos 


A second DAF/Ikarus is SB220LC550 J995 GCP from 
Travel West Midlands, while another acquisition is 
locally sourced Leyland National Greenway 2464 FH 
from Willetts, Yorkley. Van Hool-bodied B10M FSU 803 
has been sold. 


Dunn-Line, Nottingham 


Volvo B10M/Plaxton Excaliburs T39 CNN and 
W881/2 PRC have been repainted into National 
Express colours and transferred to the former Durham 
Travel Services operation. 


Recently advertised for sale were Leyland National 2s 
GTO 711V, ETT 319Y, B713 YAL; East Lancs-bodied 
Scania N112 E200 WHS and Alexander-bodied N113 
G372 RTO; Plaxton Paramount-bodied Leyland Tiger 
A898 KAH and Duple-bodied Tiger FAZ 3194 

(C250 SPC); Jonckheere Monaco-bodied Volvo B12T 
double-deck coach V435 EAL; Volvo B10Ms JIL 8813 
(J750 CWT), K20 AMB, N57 MDW, N644 AHP, with 
Plaxton Premiere bodies, Ikarus-bodied WJ! 9365 
(K574 EKY), Van Hool-bodied YSU 953 (G21 YVT) and 
Jonckheere-bodied SlJ 5917 (E700 NNH); Irizar 
InterCentury-bodied Scania L941B T35 CNN; 

Van Hool-bodied Scania M37 HJR and Toyota/Caetano 
Optimo H3 FTG. 

Former Wessex MCW Metroliner B232 XEU has 
become a mobile radio cartography unit with the 
Brompton Hospital NHS Trust, London. 
Barrow-on-Soar depot was vacated 

recently. Leicestershire operations now work 

out of the old Southlands coachworks on 

Bakewell Road, Loughborough. 


East Thames Buses 


All 14 of the East Lancs B32D-bodied Scania L94UB 
midibuses which were built for London Easilink are to 
enter service here, as SE01-14. SE05-8 

(YU02 GHG/H/J/K) did work for a short time for 
Easilink, but the rest will gain new 52 registrations. 


Northern Counties Palatine |l-bodied DAF DB250s 
336/7 (P336/7 ROO), 381/2 (R381/2 GTW) have been 
withdrawn, as have East Lancs-bodied Volvo 
Olympians 351-9 (P351-3 ROO, R354-9 XVX), and 
these are returning to their lessors. 


Eavesway, Ashton-in-Makerfield 


The DAF SB4000XF/Van Hool C32Ft in use as the 
Everton FC team coach is YD02 RCO. 


Ebley Coaches, Ebley, Glos 


The company's first double-deckers are Bristol 
VRT/SL3/6LXB/ECW DBV 31W and VCA 462W, ex- 
Rennie, Dunfermline. They are for schools contracts. 


Edwards, Llantwit Fardre 


Mercedes-Benz Varios S741 RNE and S637 MGA have 
been acquired for recently won Rhondda Cynon Taff- 
tendered services in Pontypridd and the Cynon Valley. 
Willowbrook-bodied Leyland Atlantean AFY 180X has 
been withdrawn. 


Elcock, Madeley, Staffs 


New here is Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814D/Plaxton 
Cheetah YS02 YYE. 
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Emblings, Guyhirn, Cambs 


Former Yellow Buses of Bournemouth Willowbrook 
Warrior-rebodied Leyland Leopards RFC 13T and 
RUF 970M are in stock via Wealden PSV, Five Oak 
Green (dealer). 


Epsom Buses/Epsom Coaches 


The new Optare Solos are OP 1-11 (YE52 FHH/J- 
P/R/S/U); they are B28F. This is another fleet that is 
now using fleetnumbers owing to the awkwardness of 
the new registration system. 


Dennis Darts T76 JBA and N406 SPC are for sale; the 
former is one of three bought from Mistral, which has 
recently hired Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer MPD 

VU02 TPX/Z and SLF/Pointer SPD VU02 TTZ to 
Epsom Buses. Dennis Dart/Marshall B40F K321 GEW 
driver trainer wears a blue livery, having been repainted 
for a prospective buyer who then purchased Alexander- 
bodied Dart K892 CSX instead. 


Executive, Moreton, Wirral 


Ex-Thamesdown Northern Counties-bodied Leyland 
Fleetlines ANA 21T and BVR 87R are acquisitions in 
schoolbus yellow. They had been used been locally 
before, as part of the 1994/95 Birkenhead & District 
fleet (see p25). 


Express Motors, Bontnewydd 


Former Strathclyde PTE Alexander-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean MDS 694P has gone to a Glasgow 
preservationist. 


Fargo, Rayne, Essex 


Roe-bodied Daimler Fleetline MBE 616R and ECW- 
bodied Bristol VRT/SL3 TPE 155S remained at work 
here in November, but Northern Counties-bodied 
Leyland Atlanteans ANA 546, 601Y and East Lancs- 
bodied GFV 155W have been sold. 


Dennis Javelin/Plaxton R137 XWF was erroneously 
reported with this fleet; Geoff Mills has been out with 
his deerstalker and traced it to Buckby, Rothwell, 
Northants — with a little help from the PSV Circle. 


First Beeline FG 


Further to August Buses, the ex-First York Dennis Dart 
SLFs are 245-51 (S343/4 EWU, T356/9 VWU, 
1373/5 NUA, V154 LUA). 


First Bristol FG 
Avon (Badgerline) 


Northern Counties Palatine I|-bodied Volvo Olympian 
9650 (L650 SEU) was de-roofed by the 11ft 6in-high 
Twerton Bridge in September, after which it was 
despatched to Hampshire Bus & Trim for either repair 
or conversion to a permanent open-topper. The only 
Palatine || open-toppers thus far are Wilts & Dorset's 
convertible DAFs. 


Leyland Olympians 8656/7 (A756/8 VAF), 9510/31/2 
(JHU 909X, NTC 130/1Y) have gone to First 
Southampton, Dennis Lance/Plaxton Verde 1230 
(L230 AAB) to First Huddersfield and Dennis 
Javelin/Plaxton Expressliner 2 293 (M293 FAE) 

to First Edinburgh. 


Avon (Streamline) 
Further artics are Volvo B10LA/Wright Fusion AB53D 


2004 (V609 GGB) from Southampton and 2005/6 
(V603/4 GGB) from Glasgow. 


CityLine 

Seven of the Wright Eclipse-bodied Volvo B7Ls new for 
the Manchester Commonwealth Games have been 
transferred here from Mainline for the Portway Park-&- 
Ride service; they are MV02 VEA/B/F/H/K-M, though 
fleetnumbers are not yet known. 


Volvo B6LEs 1832/3 (W832/3 PFB) — the latter a fire 
victim — have gone into reserve. 


Now withdrawn are Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 3852/4/5/7- 
9/66 (J852/4/5/7-9 FTC, J866 HWS). Further 709Ds to 
go to Western National are 3860 (J860 HWS) and 
3994/5 (L494/5 HRE), while 7847/57/76 (M847/57 ATC, 
N876 HWS) have gone to First Southampton. 


My thanks Kelvin Amos for continued support to Fleet 
News with his handy FirstGroup Enthusiasts 
Newsletter, which covers all of FirstGroup. Send him a 
stamped, addressed envelope to 30 Blandford Close, 
Nailsea, Bristol, BS48 2QQ for further details. 


First Cymru FG 


Ex-PMT Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 50065, 50101/095-7 

(N407 HVT, N585/79-81 CEH) are yet more buses to 
lose their elongated national fleetnumbers on transfer. 
They have become 416-20 here. Former First London 
Dennis Darts P142-4 NLW are 730-2, suggesting that 
P145/6 NLW will be 733/4. 


In a moment of amnesia, the editor mixed up his ex- 
First Glasgow Volvo B10Ls when writing the caption to 
the picture in December Fleet News. The one that 
started out with Stagecoach Fife was 721 (N141 VDU). 


Following their cascade on to the Swansea-Cardiff 
shuttle service, Dennis Javelins 109/11 have been 
reseated from C44Ft to C53F. 


A further heavy cull of Mercedes minis has taken place, 
with the loss of 709Ds 296 and 305 (E296, 305 VEP), 
814Ds 345/51/6/78 (G345 REP, G351/6 JTH, 

H3878 OTH), 709Ds 432/5 (F721/49 FDV), 811Ds 441- 
3/51/2 (H174/7/8/3/5 GTA). 


Leyland Leopard 710 (OUT 11W), new to Leicester City 
Transport and acquired from Davies Bros, Pencader in 
1999, has gone back to Leicester. And Leopard 703 
(VDH 244S) has gone to Williams, Lower Tumble. 


First Eastern Counties FG 


Former First York Scania L118CRL/Wright Axcess- 
ultralow B48F 502/3 (N412 ENW, N424 NWY), 
N417 ENW, N422/3 NWY have been transferred 
from Mainline. 


First Essex FG 


First London Marshall Capital B837F-bodied 

Dennis Dart SLFs R637/40 VLX, R642/4/5/7/9/50 TLM 
are being painted in Barbie 2 livery at Rotherham for 
transfer to Basildon. 


Eastern National Mercedes-Benz 709D 2641/7 

(K641 GVX, L647 MEV) are back in service in 
Colchester. Airport Coaches Mercedes 412D/Crystals 
102 (P437 OVW) and Thamesway Mercedes-Benz 
811Ds 807/8 (K807/8 DJN) have passed to Ramm, 
Sudden (dealer). 


First Leicester FG 


Ex-Aberdeen Alexander-bodied Atlantean URS 326X 
has gone for scrap. 


First London FG 


New are Dennis Trident/Plaxton President 
H39/20D TN1229-43 (LT52 WXH/J/K, WWV/X/Y/Z, 
WVF-H/J-L, WUU). 


Optare MetroRiders OM622/8/30 (J622/5/30 HMH) 
have left the fleet. Dennis Dart/Marshall Capital 
DML637/40/2/4/5/7/9/50 (R637/40 VLX, 
R642/4/5/7/9/50 TLM) are being prepared for service 
with First Thamesway at Basildon. 


More Dennis Dominators transferred to First Glasgow 
are 181/2 (J181/2 HME) and 255/63/6 (H255 KVX etc). 


First Mainline FG 


Some of the 50 Wright Eclipse-bodied Volvo B7Ls are 
being transferred away already. 944-50 

(MV02 VEA/B/F/H/K-M) have been transferred to First 
Bristol for its Portway Park & Ride service. 


Scania L113/Wright 1001/5/10-2 (N412/7 ENW, N422- 
4 NWY) have gone to Eastern Counties. The remaining 
Olive Grove-based Axcess-ultralows, 1007-9/13-7/9 
(N419 ENW, N420/1/5 MWY, P426-9/3 GLS), are to be 
retained until further new B7Ls arrive. 1008 

(N420 MWY) was running in November without any 
destination indicator display; a sheet of paper in the 
windscreen was being used for the destination; instead 
of a numeral was a ‘First Transforming Travel’ logo. 


Darts 549/50 (JDZ 2378/81) did not stop, and have 
gone to Calderline. Another Volvo B10M at Glasgow is 
710 (K710 EDT). 


BUSES 


Ex-reserve Mercedes-Benz 811D 174 (H997 FTT) is 
back in service at Rotherham, Volvo B6BLEs 460/2 
(7460/2 JDT) at Doncaster and Dennis Dominator 2416 
(A416 YAK) at Halfway, but Mercedes 173 (H991 FTT), 
Dennis Dart SPD 509 (S509 UAK), Volvo B10M 709 
(K809 EDT) and Dominators 2243 (SDT 243Y) and 
2304/11/4 (A304 XAK, A311/4 YAK) are in reserve. 


MCW Metrobuses 1943/7/9 (B943 CET, C947/9 HWF) 
have gone to First Huddersfield while 1903/35/7/51 
(UKY 903Y, B935/7 CDT, C951 LWJ) and Dennis 
Dominator 2286 (UWJ 286Y) are being stripped for 
spares at Olive Grove. 


Duple Dominant-bodied Leyland Tiger 82 (EWR 653Y), 
Plaxton-bodied Mercedes 811D 186 (J616 HMF) and 
Alexander-bodied Dominators 2170 (NKU 170X), 
2211/2/9 (NKU 211X etc), 2222/4/37/45/51 (SDT 222Y 
etc), 2280 (YWJ 280Y) and 2445 (B445 CKW), have 
been sold for scrap. 


In line with FirstGroup national practice, appropriately 
coloured route branding is being applied to Volvo 
B10BLEs used on Green Line 22 (Southey Green- 
Nether Edge), Yellow Line 51 (Lodge Moor-Charnock), 
Red Line 52 (Crookes-Woodhouse) and Brown Line 53 
(Low Edges-Ecclesfield), and to B7Ls on Olive Line 
47/48 (Shire Green-Herdings), Indigo Line 60 
(Sheffield-Fulwood), Blue Line 75 (Ecclesfield- 
Jordanthorpe/Batemoor) and Claret Line 97/A 
(Hillsborough-Totley). 


First Manchester FG 


Details of the new FirstGroup national fleetnumbers of 
this fleet reached us as we were closing for press. We 
intend to publish them within an expanded Fleet News 
section in next month’s bumper size issue of Buses, on 
sale 21 February. Just as a taster for what is to follow, 
the 10 recently delivered Optare Solos, 1641-50 
(MLO2 OFW-Z, OGA-F) are 40327-36. 


The two Volvo B10LA/Wright Fusion 

AB58D artics transferred from First Glasgow are 
V601/2 GGB, which have been joined by Volvo 
B10BLE/Wright Renown B43F R339/40 GHS 

from the same fleet. As if by exchange, tri-axle ex- 
Hong Kong Leyland Olympians 3003-5/8/9 (K483 EUX 
etc) have joined 3007 in Glasgow. The tri-axles (3001- 
10) were allocated ‘numbers for life’ 30097-106 before 
leaving Manchester. 


Optare Excel L1150/B38F 6623/4/8-30 (R3 LCB etc) 
have arrived from Leicester while ex-Glasgow Volvo 
B10M-50/Alexander H47/37F 7038/9/55/7/8 

(G296 OGE, G526 RDS, G701 PNS, G524/5 RDS) 
have entered service. 


Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 1851/4 (F251 RUN, F257 RHK) 
have gone to Ramm, Sudden (dealer); Dennis Dart 
1902 (HDZ 5406), Leyland Olympians 
3045/7/8/59/66/78/83 (B45 PJA etc), 3093 (B93 SUA), 
3160 (C160 YNB), 3220/3 (C220/3 CBU) and 3331/2 
(A733/40 GFA), Leyland Atlanteans 4357 (ORJ 357W), 
4615/50/67 (ANA 615/50/67Y), MCW Metrobuses 
5033-5/82/96 (MRUJ 33-5W, ORJ 82, 96W), 
5101/22/78/81/6 (SND 101/22X, ANA 178/81/6Y), 
5202/6 (C202/6 FVU) and 5568 (B568 RWY) have 
gone to PVS, Carlton (dealer). Similar 5571 

(B571 RWY) and Mercedes 811Ds 1754/61 

(F672 XMS, H357 HVT) have been cannibalised 

for spares. 


First Midland Red FG 


Alexander-bodied Volvo Citybus double-decker 123 
(K123 URP) spent only two weeks at Redditch; it was 
deemed unsuitable acquired for schools use and two 
Leyland Lynxes are being used instead. But the first 
double-decker at Worcester since October 1976 is 
similar ex-Northampton B10M-50 Citybus/Alexander 
DPH47/35F 283 (F83 XBD), introduced on 4 November 
on a Worcester-Malvern school service following 
councillors’ complaints about serious overcrowding on 
Dennis Lances. 


The PSV Circle reports the withdrawal of Mercedes- 
Benz 609Ds 1612/63 (N612 GAH, M363 XEX). 


First Northampton FG 


Ex-London Dennis Dominator/Northern Counties 141 
(B102 WUW) has gone into store at Leicester while 
similar 142 (B103 WUW) has gone for scrap. These 
were originally part of London Buses’ small evaluation 
fleet to find a successor to the Titan and Metrobus. As 
noted above, Volvo Citybus 283 (F283 XBD) has 
passed to First Midland Red, while East Lancs-bodied 
Citybus 281 (E41 OAH) has gone to First Edinburgh. 


Leyland Atlantean AN68D/1R 6479 (ANA 629Y) was 
renumbered 546 at the end of November to fit in with 
ex-Aberdeen Atlanteans here. It is well looked after and 
works a Wellingborough-Northampton schools service 
and other Northampton contracts. 


First PMT FG 


Wright Axcess-ultralow B40F-bodied Scania L113CRLs 
R173/5 GSX and S682/4 BFS were transferred in from 
First Glasgow in November. 


February 2003 


By contrast with the orderly renumbering of the entire 
Stagecoach fleet, vehicles transferred here appear to 
have been allocated new FirstGroup national 
fleetnumbers as they have arrived. Ex-Manchester 
Leyland Olympians D257/9/64/6/71/3/6 JVR are 
30087/90/1/88/93/2/89, ex-Edinburgh Dennis Darts 
R330 HYG and S246 CSF are 40179/4 and ex- 
Mainline Scania L113/Wright Axcess-ultralows N413- 
5 ENW, R176-9 GSX and S685/90 BFS are 
60132/3/9/4/5/1/6-8. 


Leyland Olympian 30005 (C180 YBA) is back from a 
stint at Manchester, but Darts 40000/1 (P301/9 LND) 
have returned there. 


Bristol VRT/SL3 30000 (VCA 452W) was 

due for recertification in November and was 
expected to be completed in preference to an 
Olympian. It has continued in use despite gearbox 
problems, usually afternoons on service 467 (Holden 
Lane High-Norton School) and the 16.25 service 321 
(Hanley-Rode Heath). 


Ikarus-bodied DAF 60021 (J422 NCP) and East Lancs- 
bodied Dennis Dominator 30017 (F298 PTP) were 
noted on driver training in October. Mercedes-Benz 
561/74 (M561/74 SRE) and 50072/4/98, 50100 

(P415/7 NFA, N582/4 CEH) have been parked up at 
Adderley Green awaiting transfer away. Also now out of 
use is the oldest Dennis Lance, 60096 (L862 HFA), but 
by contrast, Leyland Lynx 60084 (D875 ELL) was being 
repainted at the same time. 


The Chester City Sightseeing tour finished on 
29 September and all but one of the Leyland Titans, 
30083 (UJN 335V), went to Chester City for storage. 


First Provincial FG 


Long-languishing hybrid diesel-electric Mercedes 100 
(VCL 461, E350 AMR) has been fitted with new 
batteries and has been driven from Hilsea to Hoeford 
— for further storage! 


Leyland National 2 405/13/5/27/31 (MDS 857W, 
AST 151/4W, BOU 4V, NLP 388V) have been sold to 
PVS, Carlton (dealer). 


First Southampton FG 


Unlike some fleets, new overall advertisements 

are in evidence here — Volvo B7LA artic 149 

(Y149 ROT) for 107.8 South City FM (replacing a Volvo 
Ocean Race scheme), Volvo Olympian 1295 

(P295 KPX) for Student Travel Card in all over lime 
green and Dennis Dart 1407 (P407 KOW) for 
Leighton’s Opticians in allover maroon. 


Ex-First Bristol Mercedes-Benz 709D/Plaxton Beaver 
B22F 707-9 (M857 ATC, N876 HWS, M847 ATC) are in 
stock for an Eastleigh contract; from the same source 
have come Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1R/Roe 
DPH41/25F 1278 (JHU 909X), H47/29F 1281/2 

(NTC 130/1Y) and ECW DPH44/32F-bodied 1286/7 
(A756/8 VAF). 

Volvo B10LA/Wright artic 129 (V609 GGB) has gone to 
First Streamline for service in Bath. Dennis Darts 
1361/2 (JDZ 2391, KDZ 5104), on loan from Beeline, 
have gone to Mainline. MCW Metrobuses 540/1 

(JWF 499W, GYE 393W) have been withdrawn. 


First Southern National FG 


The first of the new Volvo B12M/Plaxton C49Ft 
coaches reported here are 6305/8/10 (WV52 AKY, 
FCX, HTT). 


The fifth Optare Solo in use at Yeovil is 791 
(W338 DWX), for cross-town service 1 (Abbey Manor 
Park-Cavalier Way). 


More Leyland Lynxes from First PMT are 1637 
(H857 GRE), allocated to Weymouth, and 60093 
(H859 GRE), which is at Yeovil, carrying fleetnumber 
1639. Lynxes 1632 (F361 YTJ) and 1633 (F363 YTJ), 
also ex-PMT, are at Yeovil, all in Barbie 2 colours. 


Plaxton Premiere 320-bodied Dennis Javelin 12SDA 
2409 (L109 OSX) was transferred from First Edinburgh 
in October. 


First Western National FG 


Major service revisions planned for Cornwall for March 
are apparently targeted at reducing the dependence on 
schools journeys to underpin the local network. As a 
result the fleet is expected to be reduced by 43, 
including 31 Bristol VRs and some of the ex-London 
Mercedes minibuses. Newer coaches and single- 
deckers will be transferred in from other First 
companies. The advice is, if you want to see VRs, get 
to Cornwall before 2 March. 


New here are 2705 (WK52 SVV), another Volvo 
B12M/Plaxton C49Ft National Express coach, and 
9726 (WKO2 XLO), a Mercedes-Benz 411CDI minibus 
for Corlink routes. Both are based at Camborne. 


Further Mercedes-Benz 709Ds from First Bristol are 
J860 HWS and L494/5 HRE. J862/4 HWS are 
numbered 6672/4. 


First Yorkshire FG 
Huddersfield 


Acquisitions are ex-First Bristol Dennis Lance 
11SDA3107/Plaxton Verde B49F 4080 (L230 AAB), 
new to Midland Red West, and ex-Mainline MCW 
Metrobuses 7648-50/3 (A115 XWE, B943 FET, 
C947/9 HWF). 7648 is H47/33F, the rest DPH42/28F. 
Fleetnumbers 7651/2 are taken by ex-Manchester 
Metrobuses GBU 13V and SND 136x, already in 
use at Leeds. 


Ex-London Leyland Olympians 5292/5 (L24/7 GAN) are 
in service, but unused ex-Manchester Leyland 
Olympian 5277 (B99 SJA) has been withdrawn. 
Metrobuses 7641/7 weren't in use by November. 


Roe-bodied Leyland Atlanteans 6287/98/9 (PUA 287W 
etc) and Northern Counties-bodied ex-Manchester 
6450/6 (MNC 516W, ANA 560Y) have been withdrawn. 
Atlantean SND 129X and Metrobuses GYE 465W and 
OJD 884Y are being cannibalised. 


leeds 


Alexander-bodied Scania N118DRB 8020 (H620 VNW) 
has been out of service since July 2000 following an 
engine fire, but is at Mainline Engineering at 
Rotherham for refurbishment and is destined for Cherry 
Row. 8018/9/38 have brighter electronic destination 
displays. Ex-London Olympian 5283 (J129 YRM) has 
lost its London-style destination display in favour of a 
single-line Yorkshire Rider-style unit. 

The ex-London Dennis Arrows have been taken off the 
Skipton service and chiefly work services 95, 96/A. 
Anti-assault screens have now been fitted to all Leeds 
buses and West Yorkshire Police ‘Target’ initiative 
officers are to travel on Leeds buses as part of a crime- 
busting plan. 

Leyland Atlantean 6227 (KWY 227V) has been 
withdrawn. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

BL — Blazefield 
Holdings 

DG — DelGro 

EB — Ensignbus 

EY — EYMS Group 

FG — FirstGroup 

GA — Go-Ahead 
Group 

NX — National 
Express 
Group 

SG — Status Bus 
& Coach 
Group 

ST — Stagecoach 
Group 

WG — Wellglade 
Group 

YT — Traction 
Group 


One of the anomalies of 
FirstGroup’s livery policy 
is that some low-floor 
buses with ‘non-Barbie’ 
interiors wear Barbie 2 
livery while some step- 
entrance double-deckers 
and minibuses are in 
Barbie 1 colours. 
Southern National has 
cut through this artificial 
distinction — that’s 
probably lost on most 
passengers — by 
painting low-floor ‘non- 
Barbie’ Dennis Dart 
SLF/East Lancs Sprytes 
like 824 (S824 WYD) in 
Barbie 1 livery, 
TREVOR MATON 
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Metrorider and 
MetroRider 

The bus that Optare 
produced from 1989 
to 2001 as its 
MetroRider began life 
three years earlier as 
the MCW Metrorider 
— with no capital ‘R’ 
in the middle. This 
was the first purpose 
designed 
mini/midibus as 
opposed to a product 
developed around a 
mass-produced van 
or light truck. And it 
turned out to be 
Metro-Cammell 
Weymann’s last all- 
new bus. MCW 
offered this integral 
design with a choice 
of Cummins or 
Perkins engines, 
Allison, Chrysler or 
ZF transmission, 
different lengths and 
widths and bus and 
coach variants. It 
sold over 1,000, but 
lost money on the 
project and quit the 
bus business. Optare 
bought the rights to 
all MCW’s designs, 
transferred 
production to Leeds, 
but the only model 
retained ina 
recognisable form 
was what became 
the MetroRider. It 
rationalised the 
range to offer only 
the Cummins/Allison 
driveline, killed off 
the coach version 
and sorted out some 
serious quality 
problems. The 
technology used to 
build the MetroRider 
is recognisable in the 
Solo, its most 
obvious replacement, 
and the bigger Excel. 


A8 


GHA Coaches, Corwen 


Stagecoach Cambus Leyland Olympian/Roe UWW 4X 
is here, though arrived as a non-runner. 

I’m grateful to George Butler for writing (among other 
news) to record that DP Leyland Olympian A233 GHN 
belongs to this operator (not Eagles & Crawford of 
Mold as previously reported), but it does indeed work 
service B5 (Mold-Ruthin). Former Stagecoach Oxford 
DP Olympian B961 ODU is also here. 

After Optare Solo X319 CBT suffered from its climb up 
to the Moel Fammau Viewpoint car park on the 
Clywdian Ranger network, Dennis Dart SLF VX51 RCO 
was hired. 

Ex-Stagecoach Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M H406 GAV 
has been sold without use, and Lakeland of Hurst 
Green's East Lancs Myllennium-bodied DAF SB220 
X685 REC has gone back to its owner, having proved 
itself popular here. 


G-Line, St Anne’s 


New Van Hool C48Ft-bodied DAF SB4000 YD02 PYB 
is at work, although it has also been reported as a 
Volvo B12M. The Yorkshire registration suggests DAF 
importer Arriva Bus & Coach could have supplied it. 


Go North East GA 


In addition to DAF SB120/Wright Cadets 8242-52 
(seven for Deptford and four for South Shields), 26 
Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton MPDs are also on order. 


Meanwhile, new coaches for National Express work are 
Volvo B12M/Plaxton Plaxton NL52 WVY/Z (without 
fleetnumbers applied initially) and further Scania 
L94UB/Wright Solar B42F for Washington services 
194/294 are 4965/6 (NL52 WVW/X). One more is due, 
for Go-Gateshead. 

All 30 of the Northern Counties-bodied Volvo 
Olympians recently acquired from London Central have 
been rebuilt from dual-door to H47/31F; both Chester- 
le-Street and Gateshead, Sunderland Road depots 
have received some. 

Optare MetroRider 358 (K358 SCN), ex-London 
General MCW Metrobus 3512 (BYX 141V) 

and Leyland National 2s 4662/5/6/73/9/87/95/8, 

4717 (UPT 662/5/6/73/9V, BGR 687W, FTN 695/8W, 
TJR 717Y) have been withdrawn. Rare Gardner 
5LXCT-engined Leyland Olympian/ ECW 3674 

(C674 LJR) has been sold to Ensign, along 

with 3652 (C652 LJR), which has been sold on to 

Red Route, Northfleet. 


Grayscroft, Mablethorpe 


Acquisitions are of Mercedes Benz 811D/Plaxton 
Beaver B31F NBZ 1670 and Volvo B10M- 
60/Jonckheere Deauville 45 C53F TJI 1679, both 
replacing withdrawn Leyland Leopards. 


Guide Friday EB 


Leyland Atlantean BAU 676T, one of three Oxford 
buses exchanged for Cambridge Atlanteans with multi- 
lingual equipment, has been sold to building contractor 
Fitzpatrick for tunnel maintenance. 


Stratford-based MCW Metrorider F865 LCU went to 
Ham, Flimwell. 

Former Colchester Borough, latterly Guide Friday 
Portsmouth Tour Atlantean/ECW TPU 71R is heading 
off for a new life in Salt Lake City. 


Hackney Community Transport 


This operator’s first double-deckers, 13 Dennis Tridents 
with East Lancs Myllennium Lolyne H45/23D bodies, 
were due for delivery shortly after Christmas. 


HX51 LPE is an additional Caetano Nimbus-bodied 
Dennis Dart SLF. It is B37F and was latterly with 
Northdown, Mitcham. 


Halton Borough Transport 


The first four Dennis Dart SLFs with East Lancs 
Myllennium bodies were built before Christmas. 
These 11.4m buses have B41F bodies with gasket 
glazing and the simpler rear end of the previous East 
Lancs Spryte design. They also are Halton’s first East 
Lancs bodies for 27 years and will be followed by 
seven others. 


Halifax Joint Committee 


MCW Metrobuses KYV 643X and 79 (KYV 790X) have 
entered service in Halifax JC colours, but ex-Travel 
West Midlands LOA 382X has been withdrawn and 
BYX 201V, never operated, is being used as a source 
of spare parts. 


Ham, Flimwell, E Sussex 


A notable order calls for two new Volvo B7TLs with 80- 
seat East Lancs Myllennium Vyking bodies with coach 
seating and seat belts. 


Harpur, Derby 


Former Rossendale East Lancs-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean AN68 SND 28X has been acquired from 
Abbott, Leeming. 


Harrogate Coach Travel 


Leyland Titan/Leyland H44/27F NUW 636Y has been 
acquired from Stagecoach West & Wales. 


Harrogate & District BL 


Ex-Yorkshire Coastliner Volvo B10B/Wright DP49F 356 
(P456 UUG) joins similar 366-8 and 511-5 here. 


Alec Head, Lutton, Northants 


Two Plaxton Paramount 4000-bodied DAF SBR3000s, 
acquired in derelict condition, have been thoroughly 
refurbished and put on the road as 73-seaters. They 
were new to Park, Hamilton in 1988 and are re- 
registered NIL 2544/5. 


Hi-Ride, Handsworth, Birmingham 


An uncommon acquisition is former Merseyside PTE 
Dennis Lancet/Duple Dominant bus A996 HKB, latterly 
with Emsworth & District. It works service 40X 
(Bearwood-Witton) along with ex-Ascot, Derby Leyland 
National KVO 432P. 


Holmeswood Coaches/ 
Bostock, Congleton 


Now at work are Leyland Atlantean AN68C/1R/East 
Lancs H45/31F OCW 9X and VBV 20Y from Blackburn 
Transport, DAF SB3000DKV601/Van Hool L548- 

54 EHD from London Coaches and Scania 
K1123CRB/Van Hool N368 TJT from Yellow 

Buses, Bournemouth. 

Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10Ms G816/7 BPG have 

gone to McLaughlin, Penwortham as PJI 3078, 

VJI 6669 respectively. 


Imperial, Rainham, Essex 


MCW Metrobus BYX 228V has gone via Ensign to Red 
Route, Northfleet. 


Invincible, Brereton, Staffs 


Ex-Stagecoach Midland Red Leyland National SJl 4558 
(CFM 342S) and ex-Stagecoach East Midland 

National 2 B154 DHL are both at work in white with red 
skirt. Ex-Arriva the Shires Leyland Lynx E970 PME has 
also been recorded here. 


Ipswich Buses 


Esmerelda 151 (TDX 120W, WO! 3007), one of the 
former Citybus, Belfast Leyland B21/Alexander B53F 
single-deckers, has been withdrawn. 


Paul James, Coalville 


New here is Plaxton Panther-bodied Volvo B12M 
PJ02 AAA. 


Jayline, Horden, Co Durham 


New are Optare Solos VU52 UEE/F, for services 148 
(Seaham-Houghton), 247 (Peterlee-Hartlepool) and 250 
(Peterlee-Horden). Acquisitions are Mercedes-Benz 
709D/Reeve Burgess NCZ 2021 and 811D/Alexander 
KCZ 5771. 


Johnstone, Hove 


Recent acquisitions are of Leyland Olympian 
ONLXB/1RV/Alexander H44/35F B353 LSO is from 
Stagecoach Bluebird, Plaxton Pointer-bodied Dennis 
Dart 9SDLs L136/42-4 VRH from Stagecoach Western 
and Alexander-bodied Mercedes 709Ds G202 PAO and 
J216 XKY. Volvo Citybus/Alexander H42/35F B178 FFS 
is ex-Focus DIY, Crewe and MCW-bodied MCW 
Metrobus B172 WUL came from London United. 


This operator started two new services recently — 87 
(Goldstone Valley-Portslade-Holmbush Centre) and 88 
(Goldstone Valley-Portslade-Sainsbury’s-Mile Oak), 
Double-deckers are withdrawn from local services at 
school times. 


Leyland Leopard PSX 188Y has been sold to 
Henderson, Hamilton 


JP Travel, Middleton 


Plaxton B27F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D L683 GNA 
has been acquired from Dennis's, Dukinfield while 
709D/Phoenix B29F H147 CBU has gone to D&G, 
Longton. A Dennis Dart re-registration spree has lead 
to G34-7 TGW becoming MUI 1343, 1733, 1346/5 
(subject to confirmation for MUI 1345) and J375-8 GKH 
are MUI 1347, 1418, 1804/5. 


Kent County Council Aylesford 


Another acquisition is of East Lancs H46/29F-bodied 
Scania N113DRB E109 JYV, ex-Arriva Midlands 
North but new to Grey-Green and supplied by 
Ensignbus, Purfleet. 


Kimes, Folkingham 


Ex-Dublin Leyland Olympian 90 D 1037 has been 
registered TAZ 4064 (see picture last month). Ensign 
converted this and H644 PTW to H47/33F 

from H47/27D. 


Kirkby-Lonsdale Coach Hire 


Ex-Stagecoach Mercedes-Benz 709D/Dormobile B29F 
L927 UGA has been acquired in new Stagecoach livery 
and will enter service without the orange parts. 


K-Line, Honley, W Yorks 


Acquisitions are DAF SB220GS/Ikarus B49F R11 WAL 
ex-Cumbrae Coaches, Millport. Ex-Travel West 
Midlands SB220/Optare Delta F372 KBW is also in 
stock but is expected to be used as a source of spares 
for G215 HCP. Ikarus-bodied SB220 $401 JUA has 
gone to Arriva Bus & Coach (dealer) after a further 
spell in use on service 317. 


Konect, Saham Toney 


First Eastern Counties service 57 (Dereham-Mattishall- 
Norwich) was taken over from 5 January. At least two 
Optare Excels are to be acquired from Trent Barton in 
April/May, but for the interim, arrivals from Wellglade 
are Leyland 510-powered Leyland Nationals 105/24/92 
(ACH 505T, FRA 524V, OHW 492R), latterly with Notts 
& Derby. 


Lancashire Rose, St Helens 


Ex-Stagecoach Marshall C37 B30F-bodied Volvo B6 
L83 CNY has replaced ex-Blackburn MCW Metrorider 
F623 UBV, which is being cannibalised. Nip On's 
Mercedes-Benz 811D/Optare StarRider F50 CWY has 
been on loan. 


Leisurelink (Wales), Cardiff 


Plaxton Supreme IIl-bodied Leyland 
Leopard PSU3E/4R WTG 902T has been sold to 2- 
Travel, Swansea. 


Liskeard & District 


Dennis Dart SLF W922 JNF has returned to Mistral 
(dealer) and is with Lutonian, Luton. 


Liverpool Motor Services, Aintree 


Ex-Travel West Midlands MCW Metrobus/MCW 
DPH43/26F D938 NDA is in use here as are ex- 
Merseyline, Bootle/Greater Manchester H43/30F- 
bodied SND 123X and ANA 155Y. Northern Counties- 
rebodied Leyland Atlantean SDC 146H is now working 
Ensign’s City Sightseeing tour in Calgary, Canada. 


Local Link, Stansted 


Sullivan Bus Leyland Titan A995 SYE and Leyland 
Olympian G300 UYK have been on loan. Meanwhile 
LOTS reports that the two ex-Bournemouth Marshall- 
bodied Leyland Olympians, TUT 195/6X, are also on 
loan, from Trustline, Potters Bar. They are in white 
pending overall adverts. 


London Central/ 
London General GA 


More Wright Eclipse Gemini H41/23D-bodied Volvo 
B7TLs for Putney for the 74 (Hyde Park Corner-Putney 
Bridge) and new 430 West Brompton-Roehampton 
service are WVL32-71 (LF52 ZRO/P/R/T-V/X-Z, ZSD, 
ZPZ, ZRA/C-E/G/J-L/N, ZPN-P/R/S/U-Z, ZTG/H/J-P/R), 
which have twin plug doors at the centre exit. This 
operator is now the biggest B7TL operator with no 
fewer than 479, and a further 43 with Plaxton 
President bodywork are due. Also new are Plaxton 
Pointer-bodied Dennis Darts LDP211-4 

(SK52 MMU/V/X, MOA). 

Leyland Titan T1033 (A633 THV) has been 

sold to Ensign. Plaxton Pointer-bodied Dennis Dart 
DR39 (H539 XGK) has passed to City Direct, Galway. 
Volvo Citybus/Northern Counties VC1-3 (G101-3 NGN) 
are with Mayhew Country Chickens, Five Ash Down, 
East Sussex. 


London Transit, Hare Street, Herts 


Former Stagecoach Cambus Optare MetroRiders 
acquired are B29F K391/2 HUA and B31F 
K964/71/3/4 HUB. 


BUSES 


London United 


Plaxton Pointer-bodied Dennis Darts advertised for sale 
are DR12 (H112 THE), DR59-61 (J159-61 GAT) 
DR63/6/7, 70-2/4/9, 80 (J862 GKH etc), DR99, 100 
(J599, 610 DUV), DR101/3-5/9/12-20/2/4-7/31/2/4/40/1 
(J101 DUV etc). Meanwhile further DRLs to go to 
MckKindless, Wishaw, are DRL97, 104/6 (K97 SAG etc) 
and MCW Metrobuses sold are M1212/42/62, 
1351/8/74 (B212/42/62 WUL, C351/8/74 BUV). 


The two remaining all-Leyland Olympians, L303/8 
(G303/8 UYK), have been reinstated with London 
Sovereign at Edgware, and Leyland National Urbanbus 
LS431 (BYW 431V) is at Edgware as a driver trainer. 


Dennis Tridents TA224/5 are back in red livery, from 
golden jubilee gold. 


Low Fell, Gateshead 


Latest addition to this growing fleet is ex-London 
Central Dennis Dart 8.5SDL3003/Plaxton Pointer B28F 
H536 XGK, latterly with the now-defunct Bell, 
Silksworth fleet. 


Ludlow, Halesowen 


As expected, GJl 2223, the early ex-Blackpool Optare 
Excel, has regained its original registration N204 LCK 
in readiness for disposal. 


Lutonian Buses 


Dennis Dart/Plaxton MPD B29F W922 JNF has arrived 
from Mistral (dealer); it was previously with Liskeard & 
District. Also acquired is M62 MOG, a Mellor B27F- 
bodied Iveco 59.12 from Red Rose, Aylesbury. 


Majestic, Shareshill, Staffs 


An increasingly uncommon type withdrawn is Bristol 
LHS6L/Duple Dominant | PNE 360R, along with Optare 
MetroRider J797 MHF (J364 BNW). 


Malbank, Nantwich 


Some interest has arisen from appearance of new 
Renault six-wheel minibuses OVO2 YNF/G on Nantwich 
local services 51/52/53 as part of the Countywide 
Market Towns Initiative. A dark blue/yellow flash livery 
is used with Nantwich Rider branding. 


Marchwood, Totton 

New are Wright Cadet B389F-bodied DAF SB120s 
551/7/8/60-2/4 (YG52 CME, CLZ/V/Y/O/U/X — 560’s 
registration is subject to confirmation). They are part of 
a batch for 14 for Solent Blue Line cross-Southampton 
services 18/19, and are in Solent Blue Line livery. 


Mayne, Manchester 


New here are Scania K114/B/Irizar C55F 51/2 
(YS02 XDW/X). 


Ex-Brighton & Hove Scanias 6, 20/3 (F711 LFG, 
E701/6 EFG) are now at work, the previous 6, Leyland 
Fleetline MNC 488W, being withdrawn. 


McKenzie, Workington 


Mercedes-Benz 811D/Dormobile B23FL K73/4 OFT are 
acquisitions from Durham Social Services. 


February 2003 


M&H, Denbigh 


Former Arriva Cymru-operated Denbigh local service 
66 has been taken over and Mercedes-Benz 
Vario/Plaxton Beaver 2 S378 PGB is at work in white- 
based Bws Dyfiryn livery with route branding. 


Menzies Aviation Support Services 


This operator has gained contracts to run staff car park 
services at Heathrow Airport, latterly operated by 
AirLinks, and has 25 Scania OmniCity CN94UBs due 
about now. 


Metroline DG 


As John Aldridge reported in last month’s In 

London, not all the new Volvo B7TLs were 

delivered in time for the start of the 24, 

so eight ex-Grey-Green Volvo Citybuses remained on 
the service for the first week, on loan from Arriva 
London. They were VA117/24/35/6/8/9/41 

(F117 PHM etc) and VA156 (H156 XYU). 


Mitcham Belle 


New are Caetano Nimbus B31D-bodied Dennis Dart 
SLFs 070-83 (HV52 WSJ-L/N/O/U/W-Z, WTA/G/J/K). 


MR Travel, Rochdale 


Ex-Blackburn Leyland Atlantean AN68C/1R/East Lancs 
H43/31F VBV 22Y is in use. 


NBM Hire, Penrith 


Ex-First Edinburgh Dennis Javelin 12SDA1907/Duple 
C53F KBZ 3629 (F77 UFS), ex-Stagecoach Cambus 
Volvo B6/Marshall B34F L658 MFL and ex-Arriva Kent 
& Sussex Mercedes-Benz 709Ds N351 YKE and 
K402 VPK are recent acquisitions. 


Newport Transport 


Six Scania OmniCity CN94UBs have arrived out of an 
order for 18. Five of them are numbered 54-8; 54 is in 
an allover green advertising livery and 56 is ina 
sponsored livery that lacks the green skirt applied to 
55/7/8. 55 is registered CA52 JKF. 


NIBS, Wickford. Essex 


Ex-Travel West Midlands Alexander RH H47/33F- 
bodied Scania N113DRBs H228/45 LOM have been 
acquired via Ensign, Purfleet (dealer), with ex-United 
Counties ECW-bodied Bristol VRs LBD 921V and 
SNV 930W sold in part exchange. 


Nip-On, St Helens 


Acquisitions are EOS 90/C49Ft L547 EHD and 
M808 RCP ex-Hurst, Wigan, ousting ex-Merseybus 
Duple-bodied Dennis Javelin IIL 2503 and ex- 
Cumberland Plaxton-bodied DAF SB230 ORY 640. 


Selwyn, Runcorn took over St Helens town centre ‘Stop 
and Shop’ service 100 in October and Marshall-bodied 

Dennis Dart SLF T310 MBU is used instead on Kirkby- 

based Merseytravel contract 197. 


Norfolk County Services, Norwich 


Dennis Javelin/Plaxton Premiere M757 XET is based at 
Aylsham and is in yellow livery. Berkhof-bodied Dennis 
Javelin R8 LON has been on loan from Tellings-Golden 
Miller to replace FJ51 JYD after it was damaged by 
another vehicle at a test centre. 


Northdown, Mitcham 


Another Optare Solo is B29F GU52 HHE. 

Ex-White Rose, Thorpe Dennis Dart SLF/ Caetano 
Nimbus DC3 (HX51 LPE), which had been on hire 
since March, has passed to Hackney Community 
Transport. Dart/Plaxton V247 BNV has also returned off 
lease, to Dawsonrentals. 


Northern Blue/ 
Viscount Central, Burnley 


East Lancs-rebodied Leyland Leopard 4 (GHB 574V) 
has been re-registered UIL 7814 and ex-Ribble 
Mercedes-Benz 709D 75 (G575 PRM) has become UIL 
7817. Viscount Central Volvo B10M 8 (C661 KDS) has 
been re-registered UIL 7815 and sold to Hilton, 
Newton-le-Willows. 


Nottingham City Transport 


Twenty-three East Lancs-bodied Scania N94UD 
Omni Dekka double-deckers are now on order. These 
two-axle buses will be 12m 95-seaters. 


East Lancs-bodied Leyland Lions 382/3 (F382/3 GVO) 
have been re-registered VIL 3382, 2983 respectively — 
386 (F386 GVO) has also been re-registered. 


South Notts-liveried East Lancs-bodied Dennis Dart 
SLF 514 (P514 GVO) has been noted in use as a 
driver trainer. 


Nu Venture, Aylesford, Kent 


Leyland National Greenways PMY 177W and 

GUW 500W have been re-registered IU! 2138/9 
respectively, causing Bristol VRT IUI 2138 to revert to 
GNJ 578N and Leyland Titan IUI 2139 to KYV 485X. 


Paragon, Stramshall 


Sunday service 404 (Stafford-Uttoxeter) has been 
taken over from First PMT and Volvo B10M- 
62/Jonckheere N480 NBV has been acquired. 


Paul's Travel, Huddersfield 


Ex-Arriva Southend Mercedes-Benz 709D/ Leicester 
Carriage Builders L826-8 AUT are at work on the new 
service 308A (Bradley via Fartown), in white with dark 
blue skirt, red roof and no fleetnames. 


Pilkington, Accrington 


Leyland National Greenways RDZ 6256 and SJ! 5066 
have entered service, but Leyland Titan PIL 9339 
(OHV 706Y) isn’t as it was decapitated. Ex-Avon, 
Prenton Titan CUL 91V is also in stock. Ex-On 
Line/London Leyland National YYE 268T is being 
prepared for use. 


Nationals NTC 623M and OJD 884R have been sold 
for scrap. 


Queen’s Travel, Coventry 


This operator purchased Stagecoach Fife Leyland 
Leopard PSX 180Y way back in October 1999. In 
November 2002 the vehicle was, at long last, collected 
from Stagecoach Fife’s Aberhill depot —surely one of 
the most protracted purchases ever. 


Radley, Broughton 


lrizar Century-bodied Scania coaches here are 
YR52 VFF/G. 


Rambler, St Leonard’s 


Former Oxford Dennis Dart/Marshall B40F M513 VJO 
is here as is well-travelled former Stagecoach 
Mercedes-Benz 709D/Alexander DP25F G200 PAO, 
new to Cumberland, later with Bluebird and most 
recently with Stagecoach South East. 


Reading Buses 


A change of vehicle policy is being considered 

here, as n unregistered allover white Wright Eclipse 
Gemini-bodied Volvo B7TL has been viewed (this may 
be the bus illustrated in this month’s Fleet News 
Ireland) and blue, yellow and silver-liveried Scania 
OmniCity/B42F demonstrator YU02 GGZ has been 
operated on temporary fleetnumber 100. Meantime, 
four more Optare Spectra-bodied DAF DB250LFs have 
been ordered. 


It is reported that older Spectras are showing signs of 
electrochemical reaction between their steel and 
aluminium parts; the first to go are 751/2 (L751/2 FRD), 
751 passing to an as yet unidentified buyer, while it’s 
been suggested that a much older Leyland Titan will be 
refurbished to replace 752 on Goldline duties. 

The four Bovas, 271-4 (L671 RUA, M272 SBT, 

N501 NWW, R466 GUA), are also expected 

to be withdrawn and replaced by two new and two 
acquired coaches. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

BL — Blazefield 
Holdings 

DG — DelGro 

EB — Ensignbus 

EY — EYMS Group 

FG — FirstGroup 

GA — Go-Ahead 
Group 

NX — National 
Express 
Group 

SG — Status Bus 
& Coach 
Group 

ST — Stagecoach 
Group 

WG — Wellglade 
Group 

YT — Traction 
Group 


Newport Transport 
managing director 
Trevor Roberts and 82- 
year-old passenger 
Dorothy Fife help 
launch 55 (CA52 JKF), 
one of the 
undertaking’s first six 
Scania OmniCity 42- 
seaters. NEWPORT 
TRANSPORT 
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Thompson Travel, 
Parkgate G370 YUR, 
a former Armchair 


Olympian/Alexander 


Travel Leyland 


RL-type, posed at 
Chesterfield station. 
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TONY WILSON 


Van Hool-bodied DAF SB3000 240 (N74 FWU) was on 
loan from Arriva Bus & Coach (dealer) while similar 
241/2 (Y241/2 KJM) were away for warranty work 
during October. 

Optare Excels 921/39/48 carry wrap-round Contravision 
adverts for The Film Works cinema complexes at High 
Wycombe and Maidenhead. These adverts, similar to 
those on buses in several other parts of the country 
completely cover the centre two bays from skirt to roof. 


Reay, Wigton 
Further recent coaches acquired from Bebb, Llantwit 


Fardre are Volvo B12M/Van Hool C49Ft YDO2 PXN 
and B7R/Plaxton Prima C57F CN51 XNT. 


Red Kite, St Helens 


Acquisitions here are East Lancs EL2000 B49F- 
rebodied Volvo B58 Rul 2161 ex-Blue Bus, Bolton, and 
Alexander RH H47/31F-bodied Volvo Citybus B10M- 
61s G151/3 TYT from Arriva Scotland West. 


Leyland Royal Tiger/Roe Doyen C814 FMC has been 
advertised for sale. 


Redline Penwortham, Lancs 


An addition is Alexander H43/37F-bodied Volvo Citybus 
B10M-50 14 RED (C101 CUL). This was latterly with 
Black Prince, Morley but was new to London Transport 
as the experimental ‘Cumulo’ bus, which featured a 
hydrodynamic transmission which stored braking 
energy and released it again under acceleration. It was 
fitted with a conventional gearbox some time ago. 


Red Rose, Aylesbury 


Mellor-bodied Iveco 59.12 M62 MOG is with 
Lutonian Buses. 


Red Route, Northfleet, Kent 


Ex-Go North East Leyland Olympian/ECW H45/32F- 
bodied Leyland Olympian C652 LUR and ex-Imperial, 
Rainham (Essex) MCW Metrobus H43/28D BYX 228V 
have been acquired from Ensign. 


Regal, Cooksmill Green, Essex 


Acquired for use on contracts are Dennis 
Dominator/East Lancs OAP 16W, MCW Metrobus 
BYX 140V and Leyland Fleetline/Alexander SHE 557S. 


Renown, Bexhill 


New here is Optare Solo YG52 DHD and an 
acquisition is Volvo B10M-62/Van Hool Alizée H C46Ft 
M672 KVU from Shearings. Wadham Stringer 
Vanguard III B26FL-bodied Leyland Swift 
ST2R36C97A4 H536 CTR has been acquired from 
East Sussex County Council for spares. 

Former Stagecoach Mercedes-Benz 709D/Alexander 
DP25F G200 PAO was only on loan from Wealden 
PSV, Five Oak Green (dealer) and has been sold to 
Rambler, St Leonard's. 


Roberts, Coalville 


All-white East Lancs-bodied Scania N113DRB 

X399 WVO is operating here. It was last recorded with 
Harding, Huyton. Also acquired is ex-London ECW- 
bodied Leyland Olympian C91 CHM via Ensign, 
Purfleet (dealer). 


Robinson, Great Harwood, Lancs 
New are MAN/Noge Catalan YRO2 UNK-M. 


Safeguard, Guildford 


My apologies for the November report, which showed 
Safeway, South Petherton news under this heading in 
error — my apologies to both concerns. 


Safeway, South Petherton, Somerset 


Just in case you missed that November 
report mentioned under the Safeguard heading, 
here it is again. 


Volvo B10M/East Lancs B55F NIB 8459 has 

been acquired ex-Buffalo, Flitwick, while Leyland 
Leopards TYD 911W, HFG 207T, UAR 940M and 
HHU 42V and Dodge F340 VEF have all left the 
fleet. Leopard FDC 417V is with Rexquote, Bishop's 
Lydeard and Tiger/Willowbrook C744 JYA is with 
Highway, Henstridge. 


Sanders, Holt, Norfolk 


Once known for its Bedford stock, many older 
examples have been retired, including BIL 8430, 

BWK 9T, FTO 551V, HUX 82V, JGU 938V, NPV 307W, 
RRT 100W, ATL 312X and XVG 686X. Also withdrawn 
are DAFs FTW 131T and SWP 666V. 


Sargeant, Kington, Herefordshire 
New here is Optare Solo M850/B26F YE52 FHA. 


Selwyn, Runcorn 


Nine Tecnobus battery-electric buses are due for new 
Merseytravel St Helens service 1; they were due to 
start on 1 October, but have been delayed at their 
builders in Italy due to modifications required by the 
Ministry. The first to be delivered was DE52 NWY on 
1 November, which ran alongside similar First PMT 
buses S$252/3 AFA, which have been lent to Selwyn’s. 
They operate from a new base at Delphwood Drive, 
Peasley Cross, St Helens. 

Dennis Dart SLF/Plaxton Pointer MPD VA02 NTK was 
also on loan to cover the free St Helens town centre 
service 100 previously operated by Nip-On. 


Shamrock, Pontypridd 


Mercedes-Benz 811D/Dormbobile B33F L467 XNR has 
been reinstated at Pyle. Optare Solo T343 FWR and 
Optare Excel W539 EWX are operating on behalf of 
Cardiff International Airport on car park and airside 
passenger shuttle duties. 


Allover-white Dennis Dart SLF/UVG R752 XPO and 
Leyland Titan RYK 816Y have moved from Abercynon 
to Pyle, Titans WYV 18T, OHV 764Y and A930 SYE to 
Abercynon from Barry and Scania/East Lancs 

V304 EAK from Barry to Pyle. 


Pyle-based Dennis Dart SLF/UVG R751 XPO remains 
in Shamrock green/yellow after all and hasn't received * 
Bridgend Bus livery and ex-Tillingbourne Volvo 
B10M/lkarus F193 TNP retains its unique Bridgend Bus 
coaching livery of white, red and blue. However, UVG 
Dart SLF R705 TRV and Mercedes 811D F671 DBO 
also carry Pyle’s Bridgend Bus Company livery. 

White Pyle-based coaches P98 VGD 
(Volvo/Jonckheere), M711 HBC (Dennis/Plaxton), 

PIL 2488 (DAF/Van Hool) and H368 NDW 
(Dennis/Duple) have Bridgend Bus Company 
fleetnames. P98 VGD and M711 HBC previously 
carried Thomas of Barry fleetnames. 


Titan OHV 687Y has been sold for scrap. 


Shaw, Coventry 
Setra S315GT-HD BD02 HDA is at work. 


Shearings 


The future of nearly-new Van Hool-bodied 

Volvo B12M 426 (MV02 ULR) is in doubt after serious 
accident damage sustained on the M4 near Reading 
last summer. 


Silver Star, Caernarfon 


Reader Arnold Bell visited on 29 October and noted 
both ex-Eastern National ECW-bodied Bristol LH6Ls 
UVX 5/6S were still in use and also present was ex- 
Guernseybus LH 56 (29733, KJD 418P) new to London 
Buses. A most interesting acquisition, however, which 
was inside the garage at this time having gold-leaf 
lettering applied was LPT 328, a Burlingham C33F- 
bodied AEC Regal III. Also on site was MCW Metrobus 
W4JI 6161, in red and cream livery with Manchester- 
style destination display. 


Solent Blue Line 


On loan here is TransBus demonstration Dennis Dart 
SLF/Plaxton Pointer SN51 UCE, noted in use on 
service 42 (Eastleigh-Chandlers Ford). An order for 12 
Dennis/Plaxton MPD Darts is expected to be placed 
imminently, to replace minibuses in Eastleigh. 


Following repaint of 708 (F708 RDL) to latest livery — 
five years after it was introduced — the last vehicle 
remaining in the original diagonals livery is 703. 706 
(F706 RDL) has been wearing golden jubilee livery. 


Fourteen Wright Cadet-bodied DAF SB120s are 
entering service with Marchwood Motorways (q.v.) in 
Solent Blue Line livery. 


Southern Travel Services, 
Tunbridge Wells 


Ex-New Enterprise PMT Ami DP33F-bodied Mercedes- 
Benz 811D J60 MPS (J10 FTG, J457 UFS) is in stock. 


South Lancs, Atherton 


Dennis Dart SLF/UVG B38F R104 GNW has come 
from London Transit. Hare Street and Dart SLF/Plaxton 
B44F T84-6 JBA from Anglian, Beccles. lvecos 

R399 CVR and P417 HVR have been withdrawn, 
Mercedes-Benz N796 XRA going to Blue Bus, Bolton 
and Duple-bodied Leyland Tigers F62/3 SMC to 
Gregory, Blaencwm. 


South West Coaches, Wincanton 


Marshall Minibus P550 JEG has joined similar 
P690 NAV here, but both apparently spend much time 
off the road. 


Stagecoach Devon ST 


The first new double-deckers for five years are due in 
Torquay this year. Dennis Trident/Alexander ALX400 
H47/27F will be numbered 17734-6. 


Stagecoach East ST 


Optare MetroRiders 385/6/91-4 (K964/71 HUB, 
K391/2 HUA, K973/4 HUB) have been sold to London 
Transit, Hare Street, Herts. 


All four of the Dennis Dart SLFs with Plaxton Pointer 
bodywork, 222-4/64 (P322-4 EFL, P564 APM), were 
repainted into new livery before entering service at 
Peterborough, following their transfer from Cambridge. 


Stagecoach East Midlands ST 


Three more Dennis Tridents, to be numbered 17737-9 
and fitted with Alexander ALX400 H47/27F bodies, are 
on order. 


Chesterfield 


Grimsby-Cleethorpes Alexander P-type—bodied Leyland 
Tigers 421-4 (E927-30 PBE) have moved here. 


Grimsby Cleethorpes 


The ex-Manchester Dennis Dominator/Northern 
Counties H43/32F were numbered 40-5 (B902-4/7- 
9 TVR), only to become 15002-4/7-9 in the new 
national numbering series detailed in this issue. 


Kingston-upon-Hull 

An influx here from East Midland stock has brought 
Alexander-bodied Mercedes-Benz 811Ds 12/4/6 
(J213/4/6 AET), renumbered 213/4/6, Alexander-bodied 
Leyland Olympian 339 (G339 KKW), Dennis 
Dart/Plaxton Pointer 823-5 (K116/23/18 SRH), 
renumbered 1700/2/1, and Dart SLF/Alexander ALX200 
851-3 (R469-71 LSO), renumbered 1135-7. 


Several of East Midland’s Leyland Tiger/Alexander P- 
types (the only ones bought by the National Bus 
Company) are moving here as driver trainers. First to 
arrive was 426 (B626 DWF), which was involved in an 
accident on its first day in Hull and was sent to 
Chesterfield for disposal. Expected to follow as trainers 
were 429/32 (B629/32 DWF). 

Jonckheere Modulo AC72F-bodied Volvo B10M-55s 
95/7 (T95/7 JHN) have joined most of the group's 
articulated coaches with Stagecoach Western. 


East Midland 


In from Stagecoach North East is Volvo B10M- 
60/Plaxton C53F 613 (J909 NKP, 927 GTA, J909 NKP), 
new to East Kent, later working with Stagecoach 
Bluebird. 


The complete Hull-based fleet of Alexander-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz 709Ds, 347-54 (N347/8 KKH, P349- 
54 NKH) is on the move to East Midland depots, 
347/50/4 for Worksop, 348/9 for Chesterfield and 351-3 
for Grimsby-Cleethorpes, but as their fleetnumbers 
clashed with Leyland Olympians, they were being 
renumbered — 351/2 becoming 777/8. 


Delicensed for disposal are ECW-bodied Leyland 
Olympians 316/22/3 (A316 XWG, A322 AKU, C333 
HW), Alexander P-type—bodied Tigers 426-8/30 
(B626-8/30 DWF, but see above) and, last of its batch, 
ex-Chesterfield Alexander-bodied Mercedes-Benz 
709D 98 (E98 YWB). Alexander-bodied 709Ds 
737/42/3/6/9 (L737 LWA etc) have been placed in 
reserve and delicensed. 


Particular thanks to Stagecoach in Chesterfield 
operations manager Stephen Read for topical updates. 


Stagecoach London ST 


Further Plaxton Pointer B31D-bodied 
Dennis Dart SLFs are DM347/8/52/5-7/60-2 
(LV52 HJY/Z, HKG/H/J, M-O). 


Alexander-boded Volvo Olympians VA80, 142 
(R180 VPU, R142 EVX) have been withdrawn, while 
VA79, 144 (R179 VPU, R144 EVX) have gone to 
Stagecoach Oxford and VA128/9 (R128/9 EVX) are 
with Stagecoach West & Wales. Dennis Dart 
SLF/Alexander ALX200 DM24/7 (R124/7 VPU) have 
been transferred to Stagecoach Western. 


Stagecoach North East ST 


Busways 


New for Nexus ‘U-call’ services are Renault 
Mascot/Rohill B13/4 (GJ02 LVT/U) and Optare Alero 
B15/6 (YU02 GRX/S), based at Slatyford. 


Hartlepool 


The coach fleet has been withdrawn. Van Hool-bodied 
B10M 36 (837 XHW) is now with Priory of North 
Shields, Plaxton-bodied 34 and 51 (J456 FSR, 

IIL 1321) going on loan to Stagecoach Grimsby to 
cover for vehicles destroyed in the fire there and 
similar B10Ms 32/3/8 (J422 HDS, 927 GTA, 

G525 LWU) were stored at Stockton before 33 
transferred to East Midland. 


Stagecoach North West ST 


Volvo B10M-62/Jonckheere Mistral C49Ft 52622/3 
(S902/3 CCD) were transferred from Stagecoach South 
East in December. 


The last two Bristol VRs at Lancaster, newly 
renumbered 15731/5 (KRM 431/5W), were due to be 
withdrawn on 11 January, after operating on service 
2/2A (Morecambe-Lancaster University) that day. 


Cumberland 


Mercedes-Benz 709D 57 (G267 TSL) has been 
transferred to Ribble. 


The acquisition of Dennis Lance 11SDA3108/Plaxton 
Verde B46F 1201-12 (L201-11 YAG, L942 RUN) 

has been slow as they have been undergoing 
mechanical refurbishment in Birmingham. 1202- 
4/6/8/10/1 have arrived at Carlisle, and the first entered 
service in October. 


Unusually, the Alexander Sprint body (only) of 
Mercedes-Benz 709D 47 (E47 CHH) has passed to 
Moss Bay Metals, Workington. Its chassis was 
dismantled at Workington. Duple Laser-bodied 
Tiger coach 102 (A102 DAO) has gone to 
McLaughlin, Penwortham and Plaxton Expressliner- 
bodied B10M-62 1127 (L127 NAO) is now with 
Hampshire Bus as a (rather luxurious) driver trainer 
allocated to Basingstoke. 


Ribble 


Dodge Commando driver trainer T262 (D375 RCK) has 
gone to Manchester and has been replaced by 
Cumberland Mercedes 57 (G267 TSL). Similar 54 
(G178 PAO) is a driver trainer at Preston with much of 
its seating removed (now B11F). Alexander-bodied 
709D 595 (K115 XHG) has been removed from the 
stock list. 


Stagecoach South East ST 


New Volvo B12M/Plaxton Paragon Expressliner 
coaches 8919-28 (GU52 WSX-Z, WTA/C-G/J) 

have been allocated new fleetnumbers 53001-10 

since new. They have replaced Volvo B10Ms 8410 
(M410 BFG), 8902/3 (S902/3 CCD) and 8913-8 
(M913-8 WJK); 8902/3 have gone to Stagecoach North 
West, while 8410 and 8913-6/8 were expected to go to 
Red & White. 


February 2003 


Leyland Olympian 254 (YEL 4T) has reverted to its 
original registration, K714 ASC, while Volvo B6 402 
(472 YMF, M512 FWV, 402 DCD, M402 BFG) has 
reverted to M512 FWV as 472 YMF is now carried by a 
company car. 


Dennis Darts 504/11/7 (J504/11/7 GCD) have returned 
from loan to East Midland. 


Leyland Titan 7248 (KYV 348X), which was on the 
disposal list, has gone back into reserve. Also in 
reserve is Mercedes-Benz 709D 820 (L690 CDD), 
while similar 981 (N661 VSS) is back in service at 
Chichester. Leyland Titans sold are 7201 (KYV 511X), 
7244 (EYE 244V), 7247 (NUW 647Y), 7280/90 

(CUL 180/90V) to Nash. Dorking (dealer), cannibalised 
7270 (NUW 670Y) to West Kent Coach Sales, 7281 
(B121 WUV) and 7296 (NUW 596Y) to Rennie, 
Dunfermline and 7284 (B124 WUV) to West Kent 
Buses, Wrotham. 


Stagecoach South Midlands ST 


The last of the ex-London Northern Counties-bodied 
Volvo Olympians to arrive is 929 (P529 HMP), eight 
months after the first arrived here. Accordingly, existing 
929 (P534 HMP), was renumbered 934 and 928 

(P527 HMP) became 935. The batch is 928-35 (P528- 
34/27 HMP) — but becomes 16028-34/27 in the new 
national scheme. P525 HMP is with Stagecoach East. 


Other group transfers in are 247/8 (P823/1 FVU), Volvo 
B10M/Alexander PS from Cheltenham & Gloucester, 
which have ousted Leyland Nationals 710/72 

(TOF 7108S, BVP 772\V) from Rugby, leaving only 
Nuneaton’s 702 (NOE 602R) and Rugby’s 705 

(NOE 605R) at work. 

Volvo B6LE/Alexander ALX200 842 (P332 JND) 

has been transferred from Oxford to the Warwickshire 
fleet, gaining a repaint into new livery and new 
fleetnumber 475 — before becoming 31332 in the new 
national scheme. 

Virgin Rail-Link-branded Volvo B10M/Berkhof C51Ft 12 
(4012 VC, N47 MJO) was withdrawn from service at 
the end of September following the termination of the 
Coventry-Stratford contract. Virgin Trains used it on 

14 October between Derby, Central Rivers train depot 
at Burton on Trent and Birmingham International station 
but is stored at Nuneaton awaiting disposal or re-use 
within the group. 


Stagecoach West & Wales ST 
Cheltenham District 

Dennis Dart SLF/Alexander ALX200 B37F 938/41 
(V938/41 DFH) have returned from Cheltenham & 
Gloucester, while Volvo B6-50/Alexander 

Dash DP40F L660 HKS and L663 MSF have come 
from Red & White. 

Surplus Cambus National Express Shuttle-liveried 
Volvo B10M-62/Plaxton Expressliner 2 C49Ft 148 
(N448 XVA) has been on loan, nominally numbered 
548 and used on National Express service 412 to act 
as a paint float. 

A chronic driver shortage is again affecting Cheltenham 
District, as a result of which two Mercedes-Benz 709D- 
operated services have been replaced by larger vehicle 
on lesser frequencies — but Alexander-bodied Leyland 
Olympian 134 (C624 LFT) has gone to Swindon & 
District nonetheless. 


Cheltenham Gloucester 

I'm sorry to record the sale of the last Bristol Lodekka 
FLF6G/ECW tree-lopper, RM1 (JSK 492, 517 OHU); it 
was re-registered LAS 948 before sale in October. 
More London Volvo Olympian/Northern Counties 
H45/27F, 153/4 (N341/2 HGK), are based at Ross-on- 
Wye (153) and Gloucester (154). Allover white Dennis 
Falcon driver trainer DT14 is in use. 

421/3 (P821/3 FVU), Volvo B10M/Alexander PS, have 
transferred to Stagecoach South Midlands. 
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Swindon & District 


Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1R/Alexander H45/31F 134 
(C624 LFT) has come from Cheltenham District and 
Volvo Olympian/Northern Counties H45/27F 155 
(N343 HGK) from Selkent. 


Acquired Darts K126/30/2 SHE are confirmed 
numbered 467-9 and came into service in October, 
Volvo Olympian 151 in September. 


Sureline, Portland, Dorset 


This new operator has ex-Arriva Fox County Mercedes- 
Benz 709D/Alexander Sprint B27F 
L301/3/5/7/10/7/22 AUT and M166 WTJ. 


Thamesdown Transport 


The new Plaxton Pointer SPD B41F-bodied Dennis 
Dart SLFs, 201-8 (WU52 YWE-H/JM), are named 
Saizgitter, Ocotal, Pontorson, Grenville, Greyhound, 
Hercules, Hermes and Highflyer respectively. 201-3 are 
in light blue with dark blue skirt for use on the new 
Hospital Express (Fleming Way-Great Western 
Hospital) and are named after towns with which 
Swindon is twinned. 204-8 wear standard livery and 
commemorate Warship-class locomotive names. 


Thompson, Parkgate, S Yorks 


Van Hool-bodied Volvo B10M J773 AAW, new to 
Shearings, is in stock ex-Stephenson, Easingwold and 
ex-Trent Plaxton Paramount-bodied DAF D641 WNU 
was part-exchanged for it. 


Ex-de Courcey, Coventry DAF SB220/Optare Delta 
RIB 7017 was previously J369 BNW. 


Leyland Tiger LIL 8050 (A211 DPB) has been sold to 
an unidentified Glasgow-area operator. 


Travel West Midlands NX 


Further Alexander ALX400-bodied Dennis Tridents for 
the newly branded Travel Coventry division (News last 
month) are 4401-4 (BV52 OBR/S/U/W). To clarify and 
correct recent registrations (apologies; we seem to 
have got into a bit of a tangle last month — life was 
much simpler when we had a sensible registration 
system) 4369-404 are registered BV52 OAG/U/H/J/L- 
P/S/W-Z, OBA-H/J/K/T/X/Y/L-P/R/S/U/W. 4396-8, 4400 
are also at Coventry. 


More Alexander RH-bodied Scania N113DRBs sold are 
3228/45 (H228/45 LOM), to NIBS, Wickford, via 
Ensign, Purfleet (dealer). 


Truronian, Truro 


Ex-Arriva London Leyland Olympians C812 BYY and 
C74 CHM have been operating in as-acquired 
condition, but the first is in an overall advertising 
scheme for Flambards theme park (with vinyl obscuring 
some windows on both decks) and C74 CHM is ina 
scheme for The Hall, joining Bristol VRT/SL3 

PRC 849X. 


Bristol VRT/SL2 FHE 806L has been scrapped on site. 
The Road Train, M512 BPO is in outdoor storage since 
finishing summer service in Falmouth. 


Yellow Buses, Bournemouth 


In a break with recent practice, this year's order for six 
Volvo B7TLs is being split between two bodybuilders. It 
is sticking with East Lancs for three more with Vyking 
bodies, but the other three will have Wright Eclipse 
Gemini bodies built in Northern Ireland. All six will have 
fixed top decks. Nearly 40 years ago, in 1964, 
Bournemouth caused a stir by buying two Daimler 
Fleetlines with Belfast-built MH Coachworks bodies. 
For a long time, they were the only Northern Irish-built 
double-deckers in mainland Britain. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

BL — Blazefield 
Holdings 

DG — DelGro 

EB — Ensignbus 

EY — EYMS Group 

FG — FirstGroup 

GA — Go-Ahead 
Group 

NX — National 
Express 
Group 

SG — Status Bus 
& Coach 
Group 

ST — Stagecoach 
Group 


WG — Weliglade 


Group 
YT — Traction 
Group 
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First Glasgow LT5 
(K485 EUX), one of 10 
ex-Hong Kong tri-axle 

Leyland Olympians 
with Alexander RH- 
type bodywork 
transferred from First 
Manchester, following 
one of the company’s 
new East Lancs Nordic- 
bodied Volvo B7L tri- 
axles through the city 
centre. These 10-year- 
old buses have 84 
seats, the same as its 
shorter 1989/90 Volvo 
Citybuses. BILLY NICOL 
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Scottish reports should be sent, please, to 
Sandy Macdonald, 12 Morton Gardens, 
Maxwell Park, Glasgow, G41 4AF to reach him by 


12 February for the April issue. 


Arriva Scotland West AA 


Unused Plaxton-bodied Leyland Leopard PSU5D/4R 
796 UHT (NMV 612W) reverted to its original 
registration in October. 


Plaxton Prestige B41F-bodied DAF SB220GG 490/4 
(T490/4 KGB) were transferred to Arriva the Shires & 
Essex in September and October respectively; they 
were the last examples of these gas-powered buses in 
the fleet. 


Bowman, Craignure 
Plaxton C50F-bodied Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/3R 


PDZ 6271 (LAG 313Y, GRH 2Y) passed to Pickthall, 
Arledon last May. 


Caledonian, Glasgow 


Plaxton B27F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 711D P225 LKK 
was acquired in December ex-Arriva Kent & 
Sussex 1225. 


Causeway, St Margaret's Hope 


Plaxton C31F-bodied Bedford YMP/S A162 KLK was 
acquired in August ex-Petrie, Forfar. 


Christie, Alloa 


Wadham Stringer C30F-bodied Dennis Javelin 8.5SDA 
L167 XUS (75 KK 60) joined this fleet in November, 
having been last used by Mason, Bo'ness. 


Clyde Coast, Ardrossan 


Van Hool Alizée C49Ft-bodied Volvo B10M-62 

$132 SGB was acquired last May ex-IBT Travel Group, 
Prestwick. More recent arrivals comprise Alexander P 
B61F-bodied Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/3RH D614 ASG 
and similar B57F-bodied TRCTL11/3R D522 DSX, both 
acquired in November and last used by Dart, Paisley. 
Also present in November for breaking was Alexander 
TS-bodied Leyland Tiger A40 VDS. 


Coakley, Motherwell 


Carlyle B33F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D G174 YRE 
joined this fleet in October ex-Arriva Durham 
County 965. 


Collison, Stonehouse 


Alexander B61F-bodied Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/3RH 
D615 ASG was taken in from the Wilson, Strathaven 
fleet in September. 


Comet, Port Glasgow 


This company appears to have merged with Slaemuir 
Coaches at the beginning of November. 


Cosgrove, Monifeith 


Van Hool Alizée C52F-bodied Volvo B10M-62 B9 SBP 
(L10 BUS) was acquired in November ex-SBP 
(Strathclyde Business Park), Bellshill. It remains in its 
mainly silver livery but with the addition of 
blue/green/yellow flashes and lettering applied as if it 
were in the mainly white fleet colours. 


Cumbrae, Millport 

Ikarus B49F-bodied SAF SB220 R11 WAL was 
replaced by new Wright Cadet-bodied DAF SB120 
YG52 CMU mentioned last month, and B49F-bodied 
Leyland National 11351A/1R GMB 388T was sold to 
Dunsmore (dealer), Larkhall in November. 


Davies, Plean 


MCW-bodied MCW Metrobuses MRJ 40/8W and 
SND 120X have been repainted into a red and cream 
livery with rear widows panelled over, and rear end 
advertisements for the Plean Tavern. 


Docherty, Glasgow 


Wadham Stringer B25F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D 
H361 BDV was acquired in November ex-Gibson, 
Renfrew. 


Dunn, Port Glasgow 


Van Hool Alizée-bodied Volvo B10M-61 266 HYC 
(9899 PL, YNW 34X) was sold to Gilmour, Port 
Glasgow in September. 


Edinburgh Tours LB 


Alexander-bodied Leyland Olympian ONCL10/2RZs 
301/3 (E301/3 MSG) were transferred to this fleet in 
November from Lothian Buses. 


Open-top Roe-bodied Leyland Olympian ONTL11/1R 
47 (A145 DPE) has been refurbished and repainted 
into the new green and cream Edinburgh Tours livery. 


East Lancs 043/31F-bodied Leyland Olympian 
ONLXB/1Rs 41/2 (A514/5 VKG) were sold to Ensign 
(dealer), Purfleet in November. 


Essbee, Coatbridge 


5 (SA52 JKJ) is a further Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 
413CDi with Essbee M16 bodywork in use by 
November. 


10 (SF51 YPN) was another Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0.814D with Essbee C24F coachwork new in 
September 2001 but not previously recorded here; it 
had passed to Lever, Middlesbrough by last August. 
Similar SF51 YPO was acquired by ERB Services, 
Byker in June. 


Other Essbee-bodied Mercedes-Benz vehicles with 
fleetnumbers include Sprinters 1-4 (SJ51 LZA, 
SA02 BRV, RZS, SA52 EXB); and Varios 11-3 
(SP51 WPZ, SA02 BOU, OWW). 


Van Hool-bodied Volvo B10M-61 WIB 1364 (RUT 842), 
Plaxton-bodied Leyland Tiger TDZ 4802 (L/B 6434, 
ANA 107Y) and Crystals-bodied Mercedes-Benz 814D 
M717 GGD had all passed to Rogan, Belfast by 

last August. 


Ferguson, Stirling 


Alexander B28F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D 
H426 XGK was acquired in October and put to 
work on service 55 (Fallin-Stirling) in white and blue 
fleet colours. 


Alexander (Belfast) B25F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D 
L93 NSF was badly damaged in a collision outside 
Stirling bus station in October and is likely to be 
written off. 


First Aberdeen FG 


Open-top Leyland Atlantean 22 was fitted with 
Christmas lights and decorations for the Christmas 
Lights tour, which started on 5 December. 

Further to the January issue, Leyland Olympian 104 
has not yet appeared in First secondary livery. 


First Edinburgh FG 


East Lancs DPH45/33F-bodied Volvo Citybus B10M-50 
1199 (E41 OAH) arrived in October ex-First 
Northampton 281, while Plaxton Expressliner 2 C49Ft- 
bodied Dennis Javelin 12SDA 2401 (M293 FAE) 
followed in November ex-First Badgerline 293. They 
have been allocated to Galashiels and Bannockburn 
depots respectively. 


Leyland Tiger 103 (FSU 383, ALS 103Y), 118 

(7881 UA, A118 GLS); MCW Metrobus 813 (110 ASV, 
D113 ELS); and Dennis Javelin 2408 (J8 SMT, 

J864 WSC) had been given back their original 
registrations by November, while Leyland Tiger 117 
(BSV 807, A253 WYS, WLT 415, A117 GLS) had been 
re-registered A253 WYS by then. Alexander-bodied 
Metrobus 833 (ULS 623X) was carrying the incorrect 
front registration ULS 632X in November. 


Dennis Darts 215/6 have been repainted into First 
primary livery. The latest vehicles to appear in First 
secondary livery include Dennis Dart 291; Leyland 
Tiger 304; MCW Metrobus 800; Leyland Olympians 
932/9/41; Volvo Citybus 1199; and Dennis Javelin 
2401. Dennis Dart 245 has been given white and green 
side and rear contravision vinyls advertising the Asda 
Wal-Mart store at the Jewel although the front remains 
in fleet colours. 


Reeve Burgess Beaver-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D 
625 (H925 PMS) was transferred to First Mainline in 
September, and Plaxton Premiere 320-bodied Dennis 
Javelin 12SDA 2409 (L109 OSX) went to First 
Southern National in October. Other vehicles which had 
left the fleet by November comprised Alexander AT- 
bodied Leyland Tiger TRBTL11/2R 105 (FSU 380, 
ALS 105Y); similar Plaxton Paramount 3200-bodied 
TRCTL11/3R 152 (GSU 338, FEH 778Y, 4327 PL, 
ERF 72Y), TRCLXC/2RH 154 (PSU 625, D54 VSO), 
TRCTL11/3RH 156 (WSU 479, A75 JFA) and 
TRCTL11/3RZ 161 (D599 MVR); Alexander-bodied 
MCW Metrobuses 814 (HSU 301, D174 ELS), 870 
(A470 GMS), 885 (B585 MLS); Optare MetroRider 
MRO8s 1503/11 (J503/11 WSX); Jonckheere Jubilee 
P599-bodied Volvo B10M-61 2203 (TSU 682, 

F912 YNV); Jonckheere Deauville P599-bodied B10M- 
60s 2207 (144 ASV, G170 RBD), 2208 (A9 SMT, 
K924 RGE); and Van Hool-bodied Volvo B12T 2211 
(N319 BYA). 


New hourly service 139 (Stirling-Denny) started on 

4 November, presumably in competition with a similar 
service provided by Goosecroft, Denny. Service 
changes from 18 November included the introduction of 
new X77 (Haymarket-Rosewell via Bridges, Newington, 
The Murrays, Lasswade, Bonnyrigg and Polton Mill); 
X78 now West End-Cockpen via Gilmerton, Eskbank 
Toll and Bonnyrigg; 79 (Haymarket-Rosewell via 
Danderhall) withdrawn and replaced by new X77 and 
revised 140; 89 (Haymarket-Gorebridge) withdrawn and 
replaced by revisions to X81/X82, 86; 140 now runs 
Rosewell-Edinburgh Royal Infirmary via Bonnyrigg, 
Eskbank, Dalkeith, Danderhall; and 141 (Penicuik- 
Kinnaird Park) extended from Kinnaird Park to 

St Andrew Square. 


First Glasgow FG 


Wright Liberator B43F-bodied Volvo B10L SV553-7 
(P188-92 UNS) returned to this fleet in October 
(SV553) and November from First Essex where they 
were numbered 630-4. SV553 was initially allocated to 
Parkhead but transferred quickly to Knightswood. As 
reported in Fleet News England & Wales last month, 
they proved too long for routes in Southend. East 
Lancs Spryte B37F-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs MD1-4, 6 
(P852-5/7 VUS) were transferred to First Essex in 
October, with similar MD5, 7, 8 (P856/8/9 VUS) 
expected to follow them. 


Further additions in November from within the group 
comprised Northern Counties H47/29D-bodied Dennis 
Dominator DD10/3/4 (H263/6/7 KVX) ex-First Capital 
263/6/7; Alexander H53/31F-bodied Leyland Olympian 
ON3R49C1824s LT3, 5 (K483/5 EUX) ex-First 
Manchester 3003/5; and Alexander B49F-bodied Volvo 
B10M-55 SV364 (K711 EDT) ex-First Mainline 711. 
Alexander H44/37F-bodied Volvo Ailsa B55-10 

B152 GSC had also arrived by November ex-First 
Edinburgh 1052, but is for spares only. 


More acquired vehicles which had entered service by 
mid-December comprised similar Dominator DDA2001s 
DD4, 5 (H255/7 KVX) ex-First Capital 255/7; Northern 
Counties H45/29F-bodied Dominator DDA2004s 
DD23/4 (J181/2 HME) ex-First Capital 181/2; and 
Olympian ON3R49C 1824s LT4, 8, 9 (K484/8/9 EUX) 
ex-First Manchester 3004/8/9. 


STAGECOACH TO GO SOLO ON CARRICK CONNECTOR 


The extension of demand responsive transport in the west of 
Scotland took a significant step forward on 16 December with the 
start of Carrick Connector service 700, which extends this concept to 
the communities of Maidens, Dailly, Old Dailly, Barr, Pinmore, 
Pinwherry, Barrhill, Colmonell, Lendalfoot, Ballantrae and Girvan. 

Stagecoach Western operates this new service on behalf of 
South Ayrshire Council, in that part of the council’s area which lies 
beyond the Strathclyde Passenger Transport statutory boundary, 
although SPT has arranged it for the council as its agent for public 
transport matters. 

Based on the principles developed by SPT for its own Ring n’Ride 
services, the Carrick Connector will operate anywhere within the 
defined area. Trips can be booked up to 24hr and no later than 2hr 
before travel, on a dedicated phone line. It will not carry passengers 
where an alternative bus service is available within 1hr of their 
requested travel times. 

The new service replaces three existing services subsidised by 
South Ayrshire Council, Stagecoach Western 354 (Barr-Girvan), 364 
(Girvan town service) and a demand responsive taxi service 
between Colmonell and Ballantrae. They were withdrawn on 


Schooldays journeys at 08.15 from Barr to Girvan and 15.25 from 
Girvan to Barr will operate irrespective of demand, but all other 
journeys between Barr and Girvan will only operate when booked 
in advance. Likewise, any journeys within Girvan that would 
previously have been made on service 364 will only operate when 
booked in advance. 


The Carrick Connector differs from previous SPT Ring n’Ride 
developments in two important respects. First, it is the result of a 
successful Public Transport Fund bid by the council two years ago; 
as that fund has essentially facilitated capital rather than revenue 
projects, the council owns the vehicle which is to operate the 
service. To this end, an Optare Solo has been ordered by the council 
for delivery around March, to be finished in the lemon yellow livery 
adopted for the first two SPT Ring n’Ride services. Stagecoach 
Western will operate the bus as part of the contract, but was 
supplying an alternative low-floor bus pending its arrival. 

Secondly, the Solo will be fitted with a mobile data terminal 
to allow the development of a real-time booking system — 
something that may later be adopted on SPT’s own demand 
responsive services. 
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14 December. 


The Dominators have been allocated to Knightswood 
depot, while the LT-class vehicles have been put to 
work from Parkhead on service 18. 


The latest vehicles to appear in First secondary livery 
include Dennis Dart MD22; Dominators DD4, 5, 10/3/4, 
23/4; Leyland Olympians CO214, LO67, LT3-5, 8, 9; 
MCW Metrobus MB70; Mercedes-Benz Vario MA242; 
Volvo B6LE MV45; Volvo B10Ls SV553-7; Volvo B10M- 
55s SV364, 460; Volvo B10M-56 SV405; Volvo 
Citybuses AH87, 96; and Volvo Olympians VO38/9, 
58/9, Further to the December issue, Wright Liberator- 
bodied Volvo B10Ls SV558/9/61 were still in allover red 
in mid-December. 

Wright Fusion-bodied Volvo B10LA artics AV3, 4 
(V603/4 GGB) were transferred to First Bristol in 
September with similar AV1, 2 (V601/2 GGB) following 
to First Manchester in October along with Wright 
Renown-bodied Volvo B10BLEs SV575/6 

(R339/40 GHS). Wright Axcess-ultralow-bodied Scania 
L113CRLs SS73/5 (R173/5 GSX), SS82/4 

(S682/4 BFS) went to First PMT in November; 

and the remains of former First Edinburgh Alexander- 
bodied Ailsa B55-10s HSF 88X and B150 GSC had 
gone by November. 

Changes in Cumbernauld services due to be 
implemented on 3 February are to reverse several of 
the recent alterations in that area, including withdrawal 
of 143 (Cumbernauld-Kilsyth), which has competed 
with the Canavan, Kilsyth service on that route. 


Former Greater Glasgow PTE Alexander-bodied 
Leyland Atlanteans LA917 (JGA 199N) and LA1204 
(XUS 575S) have recently passed to the Glasgow Bus 
Museum, ex-Save the Children and Glasgow City 
Council respectively. 


Gibson, Renfrew 


Wadham Stringer-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D 
H361 BDV passed to Docherty, Glasgow in November. 


Gillen, Port Glasgow 


DP33F-bodied Optare MetroRider MRO3 K424 HWY 
had been purchased by October ex-Bell, South Hylton. 


Glen, Port Glasgow 


Adamson C24F-bodied Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814D 
$190 JGB was sold to Coach Europe (dealer), Enderby 
in September. 


Goosecroft, Denny 


Plaxton B23F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D J934 WHJ 
had been sold to Ramm (dealer), Sudden by October. 
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Gordon, Leslie 


East Lancs-bodied Volvo Citybus PJl 6085 (A286 TSN) 
was sold to Hilton, Newton-le-Willows in August. 
Leyland National 11351A/1R UFG 60S passed to 
Spencer, Leven in October while similar AYJ 95T was 
sold to Muir (dealer), Kirkcaldy for scrap at the 

same time. 


HAD Coaches, Shotts 


KU52 YJX is one of three new Dennis/Plaxton Mini 
Pointer Darts delivered in November for use on 
Strathclyde Passenger Transport services 348/349 
(Croy Station Interlink). It was the first bus to enter 
service in the carmine and cream with narrow blue 
band livery recently adopted by SPT for some 
subsidised bus services, but incorporating yellow front 
and rear to indicate use on a rail feeder service. The 
two others are to be in the same colours. 


ECW H51/32D-bodied Leyland Olympian ONTL11/2Rs 
C770/2/3 SFS were acquired in November from Lothian 
Buses, where they were numbered 770/2/3. 
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Hall, Kennoway 


Leyland National NL116L11/1R NLS 989W passed to 
Spencer, Leven in October. 


At least five of First 
Glasgow’s eight East 
Lancs Spryte-bodied 
Dennis Dart SLFs 
have moved to First 
Essex in exchange 
for longer Volvo 
BI1OLs, which have 
returned north. Dart 
MD3 (P854 VUS) — 
now First Essex 746 
— was operating 

a Dumbarton 

local service when 
photographed 

last March. 

ALAN MILLAR 
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Harte, Greenock 


An Optare Solo demonstrator was on loan for about a 
week at the beginning of December and used for a day 
or two on the Midton route. In allover white, it caused 
confusion for the passengers with the current bus war 


Hutchison, Overtown 


Marcopolo C53F-bodied Dennis Javelins P505/6 VUS 
were sold to Scania (dealer), Worksop in May while 
Duple B35F-bodied Dennis Dart 9SDL G456 MGG had 
passed to Rexquote, Bishops Lydeard by that time. 


FLEET: 


Henderson, Hamilton 


Alexander (Belfast)-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D 

L25 LSG has lost its Accessory Warehouse advertising 
livery in favour of a blue and yellow treatment for Star 
Cash & Carry. 


Hunter, Sauchie 


Aitken C20F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 609D K952 RSU 
was purchased in November, having been last 
recorded with Secure Airparks, Broxburn. Together with 
Mitchell, Plean, this firm once again operated the 
Stirling Park & Ride services over the festive period. 


FLEET /N FOCUS 


going on with McGill on the Midton route. 


Irvine, Law 


Van Hool Alizée-bodied Volvo B10M-60 J293 TFP 

(RJI 8712, J989 JNS) was re-registered HSK 857 in 
November. The new registration for Jonckheere-bodied 
Volvo B10M-62 HSK 857 (R77 CCH) is not known. 


Kiwi, Newton Stewart 


Plaxton C53F-bodied Volvo B10M-60 F129 AEL 

(A17 EXC, F457 WFX) was sold to Volvo Bus & Coach 
(dealer), Loughborough in August and passed to 
Fowler, Holbeach Drove in October. 


Irvine’s Coaches 


BASED: 


Lawmuir Road, Law, South Lanarkshire 


FOUNDED: 


William Irvine, a son of Peter Irvine of Salsburgh (Golden Eagle 
Coaches), had been a partner in the Tiger Coaches business in 
Salsburgh and subsequently owned a motor car garage in Glasgow. In 
May 1958, however, he returned to the bus industry on his own account 
by taking over the old-established business of Adam Duncan of Station 
Road, Law. When he died in 1968, his son Peter took over from him in 
partnership with his mother, but since 1980 the business has been in 
Peter’s hands. He still runs the company today, but from Lawmuir Road 
rather than the Station Road premises, which were given up in 1990. 


WHERE DOES 
IT OPERATE?: 


For many years the main service operated was Duncan’s traditional 
route between Wishaw and Carluke via Law, together with contract and 
hire work. Although this service passed to Kelvin Central Buses in 1995 
and was taken back three years later, local service work has gradually 
expanded in recent years, with Carnwath-Forth via Lanark, Salsburgh- 
Airdrie, Wishaw-Law-Carluke, Carluke local and Lanark-Glasgow 
express services provided commercially. Subsidised routes currently 
include East Kilbride-Hamilton, Hamilton-Carluke and Lanark-Biggar. 
School contracts, private hires and tour work, both in the UK and 
abroad, are also undertaken. 


LIVERY: 


Initially maroon and off-white, with Post Office red being added later. 
Various combinations of these colours have been used since; the same 
shades are still used although most vehicles are now maroon and off- 
white, or red and off-white. 


HOW MANY 
VEHICLES?: 


Twenty discs are held under the Irvine’s Coaches licence, and about 35 
vehicles are owned at present. 


MOST UNUSUAL 
VEHICLE?: 


The fleet has changed constantly throughout its history, with many 
interesting and unusual vehicles having been owned over the years, 
both new and secondhand. Among the more unusual in the past have 
been a Roe-bodied Daimler CSG6, pre-production Ailsas, a Northern 
Counties-bodied Bristol VRT, a Smit-bodied DAF MB200 and 
Marcopolo-bodied Dennis Javelins. The most unusual vehicles in the 
current fleet are several dual-door former Nottingham East Lancs- 
bodied Volvo Citybuses. 


Right: Optare Solo VU02 TSX, one of two delivered last year to 
Irvine's, at Lanark bus/train interchange. A third, this time 
secondhand Solo was due fo join the fleet in January. BILLY NICOL 


Below: Back in March 1988, Marshall-bodied Leyland Leopard 
JHA 217L — new to Midland Red — was loading in Wishaw for 
Law on Irvine’s original route. SANDY MACDONALD 


Lianne, Renfrew 


Alexander B20F-bodied Mercedes-Benz L608D 
D439 UHC had reached Dunsmore (dealer), Larkhall 
by August. 


Lothian LB 


Plaxton President H51/32F-bodied Dennis Tridents 
636/40/4-51 (SK52 OGU/Y, OHC-E/G/H/J/L/N) had 
entered service from Central Garage by the end of 
November. Plaxton Pointer B42F-bodied Dennis Dart 
SLF 52 (SK52 OHV) had also entered service by then, 
from Longstone Garage, joining similar 51/3-5 

(SK52 OHU/W/X/Z) mentioned last month; all of these 
Darts have been given advertising on the side roof 
panels and rear for the Night Bus services. Similar 56-8 
entered service in December but have normal madder 
side roof panel route branding for service 22, together 
with additional white lettering below the windscreen and 
on the rear window declaring ‘Serving you 24 hours a 
day’. Further lettering on the windows highlights that 
services 22/N22 run 24 hours per day, seven days 

per week. 


Dennis Dart SLF 174 has been repainted with the 
simplified version of harlequin livery, together with front 
and rear fleetnumbers, although this may be in error as 
this feature was supposed to be restricted to vehicles 
with new or non-matching registrations. 


Dennis Trident 541, badly damaged by fire in June as a 
result of an arson attack in Nicolson Street, returned to 
service in November. 


As anticipated, Alexander-bodied Leyland Olympians 
301/3 were transferred to the Edinburgh Tours fleet in 
November, on their return from Oxford. Similar 315-9 
have been renumbered TB315-9 for a future life as 
driver training buses, although it remains to be seen 
whether they are renumbered again to TB1-5 if they 
are fully converted to training buses. 


As reported in last month’s News section, Lothian is 
giving up its extended coach tour business and the six 
Dennis Javelin coaches owned, Caetano Algarve Il- 
bodied 94-6/8 (N74 BFS, N75 CSX, P76 KSC, 

P78 OSC), Berkhof Radial-bodied 99 (R79 KSX) and 
Berkhof Axial-bodied 100 (T80 LRT) were all advertised 
for sale in November; 94-6/8-100 were previously 
numbered 74-6/8-80. ECW-bodied Leyland Olympian 
ONTL11/2Rs 769 (B769 GSC), 771/4 (C771/4 SFS) 
were sold to Stuart, Carluke, while similar 770/2/3 
(C770/2/3 SFS) went to HAD Coaches, Shotts, 

all in November. 


Changes were made to the night services from 

16 November. From that date, N27 (City Centre- 
Fairmilehead) and N44 (Balerno-Tranent), which ran on 
a trial basis during the Edinburgh Festival, were 
reintroduced; N25 and N33 are now linked at 
Haymarket; and N25 terminates at Currie. N16, N22, 
N25, N26, N27, N33, N37 and N44 were all altered to 
serve the new Omni Leisure and Warner Brothers 
cinema complex in Greenside. 


Owing to the major fire in the Edinburgh Old Town over 
the previous weekend, South Bridge was closed on 

9 December and diversions were introduced for a 
period via High Street and George IV Bridge. All tour 
departures were moved from Waverley Bridge to the 
east end of George Street until 10 December. 

From 16 December, services 32/32A, 33 and 49 were 
diverted into the new Edinburgh Royal Infirmary at Little 
France; the site is also the terminus for services 8, 24 
and 38. 


McColl, Balloch 


MCW H43/30F-bodied MCW Metrobus DR102/27s 
A686, 703 UOE, B774 AOC, B820 AOP and 

B884 DOM were acquired in October ex-Travel West 
Midlands 2686/703/74/820/84. 


A686 UOE was sold on to PJ Travel, Bearsden without 
being used. Similar BOK 50, 78V and KJW 279W 
passed to Edwards, Efail Isaf in August. 


MacEwan, Amisfield 


Further vehicles added to this fleet last year comprise 
Plaxton C53F-bodied Ford R1114 RAR 777W ex- 
Options, Middleton; Duple B55F-bodied Volvo B10M-61 
E107 DJR ex-Bluebird, Middleton; and B33F-bodied 
Optare Metrorider MRO1 J44 ABC ex-CMT, 

Aintree 6005. 


Crystals B20F-bodied Ford Transit N704 FSM had 
been acquired by Halifax Bus, Halifax by August. 


MacLennan, Kinloch 


Aitken M16-bodied DAF 400 K835 BSG and LDV 
Convoy T508 BNN had gone from this fleet by last July. 


MacLennan, Laxay 


Plaxton C53F-bodied Dennis Javelin 11SDA F542 HYD 
was purchased in August ex-Foster, Glastonbury. 
Duple C53F-bodied Bedford YMT OSK 353V had left 
the fleet by July. 


Mac Tours, Edinburgh LB 


AEC Routemaster 11 had been reseated from 
CO36/27RD to CO36/29RD by November. 


Mathieson, Inverness 


Autobus Classique-bodied Mercedes-Benz 814D 

YST 738 (L363 HFU) was given back its original 
registration in October, allowing Plaxton Cheetah- 
bodied Mercedes-Benz Vario 0.814D V594 DSM to be 
re-registered YST 738. L363 HFU was then sold to 
Petrie, Forfar. 


Mayne, Buckie 


Plaxton C53F-bodied Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/2R 
LFT 5X was acquired in September ex-Miller, 
Calderbank. 


Miller, Airdrie 


Plaxton C53F-bodied Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/2R 
RNY 307Y (JAZ 8315, RNY 307Y) was acquired by 
Miller, Calderbank in October ex-Mil-Ken, Kentford. 
Plaxton-bodied Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/2R LFT 5X 
was sold to Mayne, Buckie in September. 
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Milligan, Mauchline 


Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M-60 F523 UVW (NX! 9006, 
F451 PSL) was re-registered MIL 2979 in September. 


Jonckheere C53F-bodied Volvo B10M-62 MIL 3218 
(M444 GSM) and C49Ft-bodied Kassbohrer Setra 
$215HR MIL 9145 (E30 SBO, YSU 946, E30 SBO) 
were sold to Moseley (dealer), Glenmavis in August. 
The former vehicle was re-registered M348 RDS by the 
dealer while the latter was acquired by Ayrways, Ayr 

in September. 


Mitchell, Plean 


Optare Vecta B42F-bodied MAN 11.190 P445 SWX 
joined this fleet in October ex-Citybus, Liverpool and 
another recent arrival is Dennis/Plaxton Mini Pointer 
Dart DE51 EWJ. These vehicles are used regularly on 
service 008 (Plean-Cornton), which has been increased 
in frequency to half-hourly throughout Mondays to 
Saturdays. This firm once again operated the Stirling 
Park-&-Ride services over the festive period in 
conjunction with Hunter, Sauchie. 


Mobus, Leven 


Mellor B16FL-bodied Iveco 49.10 L529 BDH and 
similar B15FL-bodied L203 JSX had been acquired by 
October ex-Coventry City Council 615 and City of 
Edinburgh Council 3710 respectively. Neither was in 
use by November. 


Morrin, Glasgow 


Alexander B27F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 
N996/7 CCC were acquired in November ex-Arriva 
Cymru MMM996/7. 


Munro, Jedburgh 


MK52 UHF, a Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 614D with Crest 
DP20F+goods bodywork, was the latest of the new 
Border Courier vehicles to arrive in November. It 
entered service immediately on Courier service C4 in 
allover white and using slipboards in the windscreen 
until its electronic destination screen could be 
programmed correctly. 


Further to the December issue, Northern Counties 
B37F-bodied Dennis Dart J955 SBU had returned to 
the fleet by December after engine repairs. It is also 
estimated that the current fleet strength is 38, not 34 as 
quoted in ‘Fleet in Focus’. 


Myles, Plean 


Plaxton B27F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 709D L643 DNA 
was being used on Falkirk Council service 250 
(Linlithgow-Bo’ness) in October in allover white but 
carrying legal lettering for Mitchell, Plean. 


Nicoll, Laurencekirk 


From 9 December, the Stonehaven-Laurencekirk 
service was improved, with most of the dead mileage 
now running in service. As a result, there are now 
through Laurencekirk-Aberdeen journeys throughout 
the day. 


Park, Hamilton 


Van Hool-bodied Volvo B10M-62s 1-3, 15 RWM; 

2 HAN; 2 HW; and 3 HWS were re-registered T586- 
9/3/2/5 DGD in October, while Plaxton-bodied 
examples LSK 495-7, KSK 948/9/54/76-9, HSK 651-60 
were re-registered V84-6/9, 91-4/6/7 LYS and W482- 
5/7-9/91-3 ASB respectively at the same time. 


Jonckheere-bodied Volvo B10M-62s T731/2 UOS 
(KSK 983/4) were acquired by Neal, Isleham 
in September. 


Paterson, Kilbirnie 


Alexander-bodied Volvo Ailsa B55-10 CSL 617V had 
reached Dunsmore (dealer), Larkhall by September. 


Prentice, West Calder 


C53F-bodied Bova Futura FHD12-330 383 DVF 

(M13 OVA, M63 DSJ) was given back its original 
registration in September before being sold to Moseley 
(dealer), Glenmavis. 


Rapsons Coaches RN 


December additions comprised Plaxton Beaver B31F- 
bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D 085 (M243 JHB) ex-East 
Bus, Cowbridge; similar Wright NimBus B33F-bodied 
086 (K325 YKG) ex-Stagecoach Red & White 325; and 
Plaxton Beaver 2 DP31F-bodied Mercedes-Benz Vario 
0.814D 087 (S751 SCJ). 


086/7 have been repainted into the two-tone blue livery, 


the latter with Shetland logo. Volvo B10M-60 468 has 
been repainted blue and navy, ex-Shalder Coaches 
black and white. 


Optare MetroRider MR15 047 (FSU 797, P907 DST) 
was given back its original registration in December, 
allowing recently acquired 087 (S751 SCJ) to be re- 
registered FSU 797. Other re-registrations at that time 
involved Plaxton-bodied Volvo coaches 460 

(F828 APS), 468 (H410 DPS), 467 (J75 FPS), 611 
(1983 NT, NUS 246, H619 UWR) which are now 

KLZ 2315-7 and KAZ 2065 respectively. 

Former Peace, Kirkwall Plaxton C57F-bodied Dennis 
Javelin 12SDA 466 (G910 UST, G850 USE) was 
destroyed when it caught fire in Kirkwall on 

2 December. 


Group codes 


AA — Arriva 
Passenger 
Services 

DG — DelGro 

FG — FirstGroup 

LB — Lothian 


Buses 


NX — National 
Express 
Group 

RN — Rapsons 

ST — Stagecoach 
Group 

YT — Traction 
Group 


Berkhof Axial-bodied 
Lothian 100 (T80 LRT), 
one of the Dennis 
Javelins advertised for 
sale following the 
company’s withdrawal 
from coach touring. It 
only recently was 
renumbered to make 
way for new Dennis 
Darts, and may be the 
first No.100 in the 
fleet since a 1959 
Leyland Tiger Cub was 
withdrawn around a 
quarter century ago. 
RICHARD WALTER 
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Rapson’s 496 
(SY51 EHZ), one of 
six Dennis Javelins 

delivered in 2002 
with 70-seat 

Plaxton Prima 

bodies, delivering 
two Plockton School 
pupils at Kyle of 
Lochalsh last June. 
JOHN YOUNG 


Rennie, Dunfermline 


Beulas-bodied Iveco EuroRider P152 FBC (LSK 478, 
P152 FBC) has been re-registered BHZ 8810. 


Riverside, Barrhead 


Citylink’s 903 was being operated by Dart/Plaxton 
SA52 GXO, in 

red and white Santa’s Kingdom shuttle livery, complete 
with sleigh, reindeers etc. 


Rowe, Muirkirk 


Alexander H49/37F-bodied Leyland Atlantean 
AN68A/2R EJR 109W was acquired around last June 
ex-Davies, Plean. Alexander H44/34F-bodied Volvo 
Ailsa B55-10 DSP 929V was purchased from Marbill, 
Beith about the same time and although used for a 
short period, was out of use by December. A further 
acquisition last year was Alexander P B61F-bodied 
Leyland Tiger TRBTL11/2RH D518 DSx, last used by 
Dart, Paisley. 


Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlantean AN68A/2R 

EJR 119W was being broken up in December after 
hitting a low bridge in Kilmarnock. 

Duple C61F-bodied Leyland Tiger TRCTL11/3ARZ 
VJI 9413 (F44 CTX) and Duple C57F-bodied DAF 
MB230 VJI 9414 (D904 EAU, JSK 254, D904 EAJ) 
were re-registered and sold towards the end of last 
year, allowing Plaxton-bodied Volvo B7Rs T107/8 JBC 
to be re-registered VJI 9413/4 respectively. 


Royal Mail 


Further to the report last June, LDV Convoy 
demonstrator Y52 TJW was acquired last August and 
allocated fleetnumber 1781000 for continued use on 
the Haddington-Garvald/Humbie service. It is now 
quoted as B14FL or B10FL with one wheelchair. 


Shawburn, Coatbridge 


Caetano Optimo C26F-bodied Toyota Coaster BB50R 
V275 GGD had left this fleet by October. 


Silver Fox, Renfrew 


Several vehicles have appeared recently in a red, 
yellow and black livery including Alexander-bodied 
Leyland Leopard PRA 109R and Northern Counties- 
bodied Leyland Atlantean LEO 736Y. 


Slaemuir, Port Glasgow 


AA52 BUS is one of a pair of Dennis/Plaxton Mini 
Pointer Darts, which were new in December. The 

business of Comet, Port Glasgow appears to have 
been taken over at the beginning of November. 


Spa, Strathpeffer 


Van Hool Alizée C55F-bodied Volvo B10M-61 
E792 CDS (XUF 456, E65 TCS) was acquired in 
September ex-Mitchell, Birmingham. 


Spencer, Leven 


B48F-bodied Leyland National NL116L11/1R 
NLS 989W joined this fleet in October ex-Hall, 
Kennoway. 


Stagecoach Bluebird ST 


The latest vehicles reported to be in the new livery 
comprise Mercedes-Benz 811D 254; Mercedes-Benz 
709D 349; Dennis Dart 512; Volvo B10M-62 541; and 
MAN 18.220s 711/9. 


Plaxton Expressliner-bodied Volvo B10M-60 601 
(WLT 444, M911 WJK) was given back its original 
registration in September. 


The loan of Alexander-bodied Volvo B10M-55 596 
(M596 OSO) to Stagecoach Fife ended around 
November when the vehicle passed officially to that 
company. Alexander (Belfast)-bodied Mercedes-Benz 
709Ds 301 (L301 JSA) passed to Stagecoach Western 
around November. Vehicles sold to Fleetlink (dealer), 
Mossley Hill towards the end of last year comprised 
similar Alexander-bodied 261, 1262 (G261/73 TSL) and 
Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M-60 684 (G532 LWU, 

WLT 415, G532 LWU). 


Stagecoach Fife ST 


The current cascade of Northern Counties-bodied Volvo 
Olympians from London was completed in November 
with the arrival of 729 (P535 HMP) formerly 
Stagecoach East London VNS5. It is H49/25D. 


The loan of Alexander-bodied Volvo B10M-55 359 
(M596 OSO) from Stagecoach Bluebird ended 

around November when the vehicle passed officially to 
this company. 

The latest vehicles to appear in the new corporate 
livery include Mercedes-Benz 709Ds 30/1; MAN 18.220 
265; Volvo B10M-55 336 (previously an overall 
advertisement); Volvo B10M-62s 534/52; Dennis Dart 
610; Volvo Olympian 729; Leyland Olympian 730; and 
Volvo Citybus 993. 


Alexander-bodied Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1R 700 
(SSA 4X) was transferred to Stagecoach Glasgow in 
November and Leyland-bodied Leyland Titan 
TNLXB2RR 742 (NUW 605Y) was sold to Tiger 
(dealer), Salsburgh around that time. 


Stagecoach Glasgow ST 


Alexander H45/32F-bodied Leyland Olympian 
ONLXB/1R SSA 4X was transferred from Stagecoach 
Fife to this fleet in November; it entered service still 
carrying its Fife fleetnames and fleetnumber 700. 
Similar DPH43/27F-bodied ONLXB/1RV 900 

(C466 SSO) and Alexander (Belfast) B25F-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz 709D 39 (N639 VSS) were transferred 
from Stagecoach Western about the same time. 


Plaxton Interurban-bodied Volvo B10M-62 123 

(M161 CCD) and Alexander-bodied Leyland Olympian 
ONLXB/1R 908 (C603 LFT) were transferred to 
Stagecoach Western, while Alexander-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz 709D 63 (G262 TSL) was written off, 
all around November. 


Stagecoach Western ST 


Additions to this fleet around November were 
Alexander (Belfast) DP25F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 
709D 40 (L301 JSA) ex-Stagecoach Bluebird 301, and 
Jonckheere Modulo AC72F-bodied Volvo B10M-55s 
165/7 (T95/7 JHN) ex-Stagecoach Hull 95/7. In 
addition, Plaxton Interurban-bodied Volvo B10M-62 123 
(M161 CCD) and Alexander-bodied Leyland Olympian 
ONLXB/1R 908 (C603 LFT) were transferred in from 
Stagecoach Glasgow at that time. 


iN m : 
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Mercedes-Benz 709D 40 was received in the new 
corporate livery while Volvo Olympian 822 has been 
repainted into A1 Service blue and white colours. 


Plaxton Interurban-bodied Volvo B10M-62s 151/7 
(P151/7 ASA) were transferred to Stagecoach Transit 
in November; Alexander (Belfast) B25F-bodied 
Mercedes-Benz 709D 39 (N639 VSS) and Alexander- 
bodied Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1RV 900 

(C466 SSO) were transferred to Stagecoach Glasgow 
around the same time. Plaxton Paramount 3500-bodied 
Volvo B10M-60 129 (WLT 416, F252 OFP) and ECW- 
bodied Leyland Olympian ONLXB/1R 903 (TSO 23X) 
also left the fleet at that time. 


Strathtay YT 


New East Lancs Vyking H47/29F-bodied Volvo B7TLs 
704-7 (ST52 NTL-O) entered service from Arbroath 
depot on 25/26 November. They are in coach livery 
with blue rears. Four similar buses have been ordered 
for late-March delivery. 


Stuart, Carluke 


ECW H51/32D-bodied Leyland Olympian 

ONTL11/2Rs B769 GSC, C771/4 SFS were acquired in 
November from Lothian Buses, where they were 
numbered 769/71/4. 


Travel Dundee NX 


Further vehicles transferred to this fleet from Travel 
West Midlands in November comprised Wright 
Crusader B36F-bodied Dennis Dart SLFs 85/7 

(R85/7 GNW); Plaxton Pointer B38F-bodied Dennis 
Dart SLFs 88/9 (S742/3 JRX); and B27F-bodied Optare 
Solo M850s 200/1 (T304 UOX, S282 AOX). They were 
numbered 785/7/42/3, 304, 282 respectively by their 
previous owner. 


85/7-9, 200/1 were all received in Travel Dundee livery, 
as was 86 in October. 84, however, arrived in that livery 
but with a deeper blue skirt. Volvo B10BLE 155 has 
been given the revised style of livery already applied to 
similar 153/4. Volvo Citybus 91 returned from 
refurbishment by Travel West Midlands in November, 
repainted into white, red and blue Travel Dundee livery. 


Following the discovery of a paperwork error relating 
to chassis 

numbers and registrations documents when they were 
going through their first annual tests, Alexander 
ALX400-bodied Volvo B7TLs 180/3/4 (ST02 MZN/P/U) 
were re-registered STO2 MZU/N/P respectively in 
November. The other two buses of this type, 181/2 
(ST02 MZO/V), remain as they were. 

Plaxton Pointer B32F-bodied Dennis Dart 9SDLs 108/9 
(K408/9 MSL) were acquired by Singh, Huddersfield in 
November and December respectively. 


Wave, Stirling 


Operation of Stirling Council service R1 (Aberfoyle-Brig 
o’Turk via Thornhill and Callander) began on 

26 November, providing three return journeys on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays only. This is 
scheduled to run until 24 May as a winter version of the 
summer season Trossachs Trundler service. 


Wells, Aberfoyle 


Jonckheere Mistral 50 C53F-bodied Volvo 
B10M-62 T713 UOS (HSK 644) passed to Jeffs, 
Helmdon last May. 


West Coast, Campbeltown 


Van Hool Alizée T9-bodied DAF SB4000 YDO2 RJV 
was re-registered S900 WCM in October. 


Westerbus, Gairloch 


Plaxton-bodied Volvo B10M-46 UXF 850 (C734 TUF) 
was given back its original registration in September. 
The UXF 850 mark has been returned to Petrie, Forfar 
from whom the vehicle was purchased. 


Woods, Tillicoultry 


Optare Solera C35F-bodied Mercedes-Benz 1223L 
FY52 NSV was new in November. 


J. Anderson, R. Clark, N. Cram, D. Ansell, First 
Glasgow, V. Furay, |. Kerr, Lothian Buses, 

D. McAdam, W. Milne, B. Nicol, S. Oliver, 

J. Penman, PSV Circle, Ride the Royal Mail 
Postbus, scottish-bus @ yahoogroups.com, 
Stagecoach Bluebird, Stagecoach Glasgow, 
Stagecoach Western, R. Walter, and A. Woodcock 
have contributed news items this month and their 


assistance is gratefully acknowledged. 


Where to send your Irish news reports 
Reports on Northern Ireland operators, please, to: 
G. Irvine Millar, 54 Castlemore Avenue, 
Belfast, BT6 9RG. 


Reports on Irish Republic operators, please, to: 
lan Molloy, Willow Grove, Newtownpark Avenue, 


Blackrock, Co Dublin, 
or by e-mail to: ntpa@eircom.net. 


MAJOR OPERA 


Ulsterbus 


Three Mercedes-Benz 709D/Wright TS midibuses 
returned to service from reserve are 826 (NXI 6826) at 
Laganside, 864 (TXI 7864) at Bangor and 884 

(TX! 7884) at Newcastle. However, following the recent 
delivery of new vehicles to Flexibus, two of its 
Mercedes 811Ds — PMT-bodied 49 (XXI 1670, 

H709 OFS) and Wright TS-bodied 1807 (SX! 2807) 
have gone into reserve; 1807 started life with Ulsterbus 
as an Airbus vehicle. 


Bristol RELL6G 2444 (WOI 2444), transferred recently 
to Dungannon, has been moved on to Craigavon, as 
Dungannon is one of a few depots with no history of 
operating Bristols. The allocation was temporary while 
one of Dungannon’s Leyland Leopards underwent 
extensive flooring repairs during its annual psv 
preparation. Ulsterbus is finding that a major penalty of 
having to operate vehicles approaching 20 years of age 
is the amount of heavy restoration work required to 
offset advancing corrosion and deterioration of the 
original materials. 

Veteran Leopard/Alexander towcar 1967 (NOI 1967) of 
1977 has also moved — from Bangor to Newtownards. 
Volvo B10M/Plaxton Excalibur 1631 (BCZ 1631) has 
returned to service at Londonderry following repairs 
from accident damage, but Newtownards-based 
Leyland Tiger/Alexander N-type 1292 (OXI 1292) has 
been delicensed for repairs. 


Citybus 


In a straight swap, Bristol RELL6G/Alexander 2540 
(AX! 2440) has been reinstated from reserve at Great 
Victoria Street, while similar 2521 (AX! 2521) has been 
taken out of service. 


Volvo B7TL/Alexander ALX400 2939 (HCZ 9939) has 
lost its Big W mega-rear advertisement, making it 
probably the first of these double-deckers to be seen 
without rear advertising since they were delivered in 
2001. 


Dublin Bus 


The last Volvo B7TL/Alexander ALX400 in storage, 
AV217, finally entered service at Broadstone in early 
December, following its appearance on Volvo's stand at 
the Coach & Bus in Dublin on 23/24 November. It had 
been stored since it was delivered in late-2001and is 
believed to have been partly cannibalised during that 
time. 


Following agreement with trades unions representing 
traffic and maintenance staff, the open-top tours fleet 
— Leyland Olympians RH2-5, 21/2, 40 and Volvo 
Olympians RA216-9/46/7/9-51/60 — transferred from 
Summerhill to Broadstone on 14 December, although 
Leyland Atlantean ‘Ghost Tour’ bus DF450 remains at 
Summerhill. ‘Euro’ duty Leyland Olympians RH165-7 
and Volvo Olympians RV453-5/7, 532, 635-8 
transferred in the opposite direction as this exercise 
gives Summerhill the added capacity to cover its own 
‘Euro’ duties, which had previously been based at 
Broadstone. The move further reduces the proportion 
of ‘Euro’ work within Broadstone. Missing from these is 
RV456. It was on loan to Donnybrook from late July, 
and has recently gone on short-term loan to Ringsend 
to cover for a modification programme on RA-type 
Olympians. It may join the others at Summerhill when 
it's no longer required at Ringsend, possibly releasing 
RV532 back to Broadstone. 

Withdrawn Olympians RH42/6 (90 D 1042/6) have 
been sold to Bluebird (Bruen), Coolock and Malahide 
Coaches respectively. 


AIRCOACH 


NOT IN SERVICE 
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Black garage Letraset ‘S.Hi/f markings are being 
applied to all buses at Summerhill (including RV362, 
432). This follows long standing practice at Donnybrook 
and, to a lesser extent, Ringsend and Conyngham 
Road. Phibsboro buses are having ‘Exact Fare’ 
markings applied to their front windscreen area, similar 
to those already displayed on Donnybrook-based 
buses. 


In December, a massive advertising campaign for 
Budweiser ‘King of Beers’ was so extensive that it was 
difficult to find any bus without some size of these red 
advertisements. Indeed your Republic of Ireland 
correspondent cannot ever recall an advertising 
campaign so remarkably extensive. 


Bus Eireann 


A most unexpected development was the trial running 
of new Nightrider-branded late-night commuter services 
from 16-23 December (excluding 22 December). They 
are similar to the Dublin Bus Nitelink system, and — 
thanks to the flexibility of dot matrix destination displays 
— have an N-suffix added to the equivalent daytime 
service number. Service 101N (Dublin-Drogheda) 
departs at 00.00, 01.30 and 03.00, while 109N (Dublin- 
Dunshaughlin-Ratoath) and 126N (Dublin-Naas) both 
depart at 00.30, 02.00 and 03.30. All leave from Store 
Street, adjacent to Bus Aras (the central bus station). 
Considerable local radio advertising (e.g. on CKR and 
LMFM stations) was used to publicise the trial, which 
may be extended if demand proves high enough. On 
the first night of operation, Drogheda-based Volvo 
B10M/Caetano VC13 operated the 101N, while Volvo 
B7TL/East Lancs DD11/5 worked the 109N and 

126N respectively. 


With the expected imminent receipt of Volvo 
B7UWright Eclipse VWL135-44 at Cork, DAF 
SB220/Alexander Setantas DA1-10 will transfer to local 
services work in the Dundalk/Monaghan/Cavan region. 
This surprising geographical development will enable 
the cascade of 10 PL-class Leyland Tiger coaches on 
to schools work. 

At Broadstone, former CIE Tours Scania coaches SC6- 
9 have been cascaded on to front-line Express duties, 
with SC6/7 operating service 33 (Dublin-Derry) and 
SC8/9 service 30 (Dublin-Donegal. Displaced Volvo 
B10M/Plaxton coaches VP94-7 have been re-allocated 
to services 12 (Dublin-Limerick) and 13 (Dublin-Tralee), 
in turn displacing such older coaches as VC119-21 on 
to other express duties. 


INDEPENDENT 


Aircoach, Dublin 


The remaining two Mercedes-Benz Citaro three-door 
articulated buses, 02 D 76210/812, have entered 
service on Dublin Airport car park shuttle work. 


Bluebird (Ron Bruen), Coolock 


Two of the exhibits at 
the Irish Coach & Bus 
Show in Dublin in 
November were 

02 D 74688, one of 
three articulated 
Mercedes-Benz 
Citaros for Aircoach, 
and a Wright Eclipse 
Gemini-bodied Volvo 
B7TL for Morton, 
Rathfarnham. The 
double-decker was 
expected to enter 
service in January 
with an 03 D-prefixed 
registration. 
JONATHAN 
McDONNELL 


The acquisition of former Dublin Bus Leyland Olympian 
ON2R50C13Z4/Alexander H47/27D RH42 (90 D 1042) 
has been confirmed; it had previously been on short 
term demonstration. 


Citylink, Galway 

A notable development is the takeover of this operator 
by Scottish Citylink (itself part of DelGro-owned 
Metroline, which has a stake in Dublin-based Aerdart. 
This Citylink (owned by Cummer Commercials) has 
been building up a professional service on the Galway- 
Dublin corridor in recent years, a notable feature being 
service extensions to cater for Dublin Airport. At 
takeover, there were 12 departures each way daily. 
Media reports quote 1.34 million as the initial 
consideration figure (with a further 250,000 due later 
dependent on trading figures). 


It is understood that the company also plans to step up 
competition with Bus Eireann on some of its most 
profitable routes, including those between Dublin and 
Cork, Rosslare, Limerick and Tralee. 


Dualway (McConn), Rathcoole 


Leyland Olympian/Alexander 90 D 1017 (ex-Dublin Bus 
RH17) has entered open-top service on the Dublin City 
Tour. It features a mega-rear advert for the Guinness 
Storehouse visitor centre. 


Malahide Coaches 


Former Dublin Bus Leyland Olympian 
ON2R50C132Z4/Alexander H47/27D RH46 (90 D 1046) 
has been acquired from Ensignbus. This is the first 
example that has returned to Ireland from Purfleet, as 
others for Irish operators were delivered direct from 
Dublin Bus. 


Morton, Rathfarnham 


Former Dublin Bus Leyland Olympian 
ON2R50C1324/Alexander H47/27D RH41 (90 D 1041) 
has entered service and has been observed working 
the CL2 route from/to Lucan. 
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NEW NAME FOR SANDTOFT 


Britain’s main trolleybus museum — the Sandtoft Transport 
Centre near Doncaster — is giving itself a new name. 


Although the holding company responsible for day-to-day 
management of the site will retain the original title, it is now 
marketing itself as The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. 


Sandtoft director Francis Whitehead says this reflects the 
fact that many enthusiasts think of it simply as Sandtoft, 
much as the National Tramway Museum came to be known 
as Crich and now markets itself as Crich Tramway Village. 
‘We took the decision to completely restructure our marketing 
strategy and to market our museum under a simple, clear title 
that would identify what we are and where we are,’ he says. 

Full details of the 2003 programme of events at Sandtoft will 
be in our Rally Calendar & Museum Guide, published free in 
next month’s bumper-size Buses. The museum's main event, 
the Sandtoft Gathering, is on 26/27 July and it’s going to be 
marking the 35th anniversary of the end of the Reading 
trolleybus system on 2 November. 


For the eighth year running, the only bus services operating 
in Keighley on Christmas Day were provided free of charge 
by Keighley Bus Museum Trust, whose unpaid volunteer 
members — all of them fully qualified PCV drivers — 
provided essential links to and from Airedale General 
Hospital and for pub customers who didn’t want to drink 
and drive. 


Three of the KBMT’s buses — Halifax Leyland Leopard 
232, Huddersfield Daimler Fleetline double-decker 473 and 
Nottingham Leyland Atlantean 26 — carried 7.5% more 
passengers than in 2001. They ran hourly between 10.30 
and 16.00. 

It says it was ‘extremely satisfied’ by the result. ‘Although 
we never carry huge numbers of passengers on Christmas 
Day,’ says a museum spokesman, ‘there are significant 
numbers of people who seek public transport. This year’s 
total passenger figure was 503. 

‘It was particularly noticeable that there were many more 
people making intermediate journeys, like Haworth to Cross 
Roads, or Steeton to Utley, than in previous years. It is 
clear that we are fulfilling a small, but nevertheless 
important local need.’_ 

Recent additions to the KBMT collection are Peter and 
Chris Heaps’s ex-Nottingham Leyland Atlantean/East Lancs 
557 (OTO 557M), acquired recently from Confidence of — - 
Leicester, and former South Yorkshire PTE 2007 (FWA 450V), an 
articulated Leyland-DAB/Leyland National, which came from the Eureka 
Children’s Museum at Halifax. It is still fitted as a classroom and has 
been given free of charge to the KBMT. 
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Above, below & below right: Trolleybuses at Sandtoft include former London 
Transport Q1-class BUT 9641T/Metro-Cammell 1812 (HYM 812) of 1948, 
former Oporto Dalfa-bodied Lancia 140 of 1967 and former Schaffhausen, 
Switzerland Schindler integral 207 of 1960. 

DAVID LONGBOTTOM/DAVID J. SMITHIES 


Although it wasn’t used on Christmas Day, one of the Keighley Bus 
Museum’s fully restored buses, former Halifax Daimler CVG6/Roe 119 
(GJX 331), was hard at work at Ingrow West Station (Keighley & Worth 
Valley Railway) last September. MURDOCH CURRIE 


Copy deadline for March — 31 January 2003, 


on sale 21 February 2003 


To place an advertisement, contact Chris Lemmon, Advertisement 
Sales Manager, McMillan-Scott plc, 10 Savoy Street, 


London WC2E 7HR. 

Telephone: 020 7878 2327 

Fax: 020 7379 7118/7155 

E-mail: chris@mcmslondon.co.uk 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 


Advertisers are reminded to observe the provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 
and the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) order 1977 which requires all 
persons who seek to sell goods in the course of trade or business to make the fact 
clear in the advertisement. All trade advertisements should be marked with the 
word trade. There is a maximum fine of £2,000 for contravention of this Order. The 
publisher reserves the right to refuse or withdraw any advertisement at its 
discretion without stating a reason, and does not accept responsibility for 
omissions, clerical errors or the bona fides of advertisers, although every care is 
taken to avoid mistakes and advertisements from doubtful sources. 


Announcements in these columns, including name and address, are charged at 40p per word + VAT. Semi-display £8.50 per single column cm (min 3cm) + 
VAT. Series discount on application semi-display only. Box number £5.50 extra. Linage advertisements to be prepaid. 


Classified advertisements will be inserted in the first available issue after receipt, subject to availability of space. 
Copy with remittance to: Buses, Classified Advertisements Department, McMillan-Scott plc, 10 Savoy Street, London WC2E 7HR 


MODELS 


EXCLUSIVE FIRST EDITIONS 
LATE DECEMBER RELEASES 
26614 Paramount 3500 Arriva Shires in Esse: 

£29001 G.M. Fleetline Birkenhead & District.... 

£28003 DMS Ensign Bus London Sightseeing C 

£27809 Aec STL Bus London Transport. 

E24902 Plaxton Beaver 1 First City Bus. 

LATE JANUARY 2003 RELEASES 
£23205 Aec RF MKIl Greeniine..... 

E25105 Bristol Rell B Southern Vectis 

£16523 Leyland Atlantean Scout Gay Hostess... 

£28805 Leyland Titan 2Dr Reading Buse: 

£28901 GM Atlantean B Maidstone & District. 

£10132 Aec RT Bus Green London Transport... 

£17213 Leyland National Mk 1 Long West Mid 
RECENT RELEASES 

E26604 DL Plaxton Paramount 3500 Greenline. 

£26605 DL Plaxton Paramount 3500 Wallace Arnold. 
£26606 DL Plaxton Paramount 3500 Shearing: 

E26613 Plaxton Paramount 3500 East London... 

1938 London Tube Trailer Carriage Northern Line.. 

1938 London Tube Driving Carriage D Northern Line. 


CORGI OOC - JANUARY-JUNE 
2003 NEW RELEASES 


0M41907 Leyland PD3 Queen Mary Southdown JAN..... £18.99 


0M40402 AEC Regent Weymann Brighton Corp JAN. 


£18.99 


0M40806 Bristol Lodekka FS Mac Tours Edinburgh JAN...£19.99 


0M41005 AEC 404 Greenline (LT) JAN.. 

0M45506 BMMO CMS Midland Red JA\ 

0M44102 Optare Solo Stagecoach North West FEB.. 
0M45709 AEC Q Type Bus Bolton Corporation FEB .. 
0M43603 Pallatine II Blackpool Transport Metro FEB. 
STOCK 

0M40203 BET Federation Aldershot & District. 
0M40805 Bristol Lodekka FS United Counties 
0M42407 Leopard/Panorama Wallace Arnold. 
0M42602 Bedford 0B Bibbys of Ingleton.... 
0M43907 Daimler Utility CW Maidstone & Distric 
0M45111 MCW Metrobus Maidstone & District. 
0M43910 Guy Arab East Kent. 
COLLECTORS MODELS 
COLV-111B Leyland Victory Red A (only 2 left 
COLDA-2201 Dennis Dragon Gateway........ 


£18.99 
£18.99 
£18.99 
£19.99 
£18.99 


Stock will vary as new models are released; if you require a model not listed do not hesitate to ask 
Price includes Postage and Packing 


Many rare and unusual die-cast, tinplate, plastic and cast iron buses. 
Triang, Lledo, Budgie, Brekina. Over 


, Wiking, Tomica, Diapet, 
buses for sale. Includes Kit List. 


NEW PIRATE LONDON RT/RTC 


T 00” METAL KITS 


4082 1929 AEC REGAL OPEN 
PLATFORM “T” LT... £29.95 


Comprehensive listing of over 1000 kits and 
300 spares, 100’s of transfers. 

Extra page for 2002/3 new items, 37 new/ 
revised kits plus 24 spares. 


Your unwanted bus kits purchased or taken 
in part exchange for any models. 


| 4164 Alexander “W” Greenline C465f....... 
4583 All Leyland Olympian London United. 
4597 RT46FXT221 2 roof boxes 
4598 RT110FXT285 rear box only... 
4599 RT FXT272 Pay As You Board... 
4600 RTC FXT272 “Tin Front” PAYE. 


OTHE NEW PIRATE “00” KITS 


4160 1951 Bristol LS Prototype NHU2 Dual Door Bristol... 
4161 1951 Bristol LS Prototype MAH744 Single Door.. 
4163 AEC Swift Alexander W B45F East Kentt..........0 
4164 AEC Swift Alexander W C45F Greenline. 

4176 Daimler Alexander W B40D East Kent. 

AEC Winged Badge...........50p, Daimler Scroll Badge. 
4534 1952 Daimler CVG6 Manchester Front B’ham..... 


JOHN GAY 
7 Horsham Lane, Upchurch, Sittingbourne, Kent MES 7AL 
Tel: 01634 233144 Email: JohnGay@aol.com 


» 
"CG idedadadld > 


aa pro 


RUN BY AN ENTHUSIAST WITH FELLOW ENTHUSIASTS IN MIND 


Mail order, or call in, browse with a coffee and inspect vast selections of die-casts 


New O.O.C.’s for 2003 
from only £16.99 ina. pé&p within U.K 


OM41907 P.D.3. Q. Mary Southdown 
40402 A.E.C, Regent W/Mann Brighton 
Corporation 
40806 Bristol LDK. Mac Tours 
41005 A.E.C. 4Q4 Greenline 
45506 BMMO CM5 M. Red 
44102 Optare Solo S/Coach N. West. 
45709 A.E.C. Q Bolton Corporation 
41101 A.E.C. Reg. V E.Lanes St. Helens Corp. 
43603 Pixtn. Paltine. Blackpool T. 
We have a range of older O.0.C.,’s 
from just 
Send for details today, or click onto 
www.toysmodelsandgifts.co,uk 
All lists are supplied F.0.C. 
Beware of imitations to our service 


SOCIETIES 


NEW E.F.E.’s all at 
from only £16.99 ina. p&p within U.K. 


28003 DMCR DMS London Sightseeing 
27809 A.E.C. S.T.L. London Transport Red 
24902 First City Bus Plaxton Minibus 
26701 DL Plaxton Par. United Welsh 

29001 G.M. Fleetline Birkenhead & District 
16523 Ley. Atlantean Gay Hostess Scout 
28805 Leyland Titan Reading Buses 


28901 G.M. Atlantean Maidstone & District 


23205 A.E.C. R.F. Green Line 
17213 Leyland National MK1 W. Midlands 
25105 Bristol Rell B Southern Vectis 
10132 A.E.C. R.T. London Transport Green 
We have a vast se;ection of older 
E.FE.'s including many, well sought 
after models, from just 


Send for F.O.C. list, or try our web site 


A small selection from our 
0.0.C. RANGE ALL AT 


£16.99 incl. p&p within U.K. 


O.M. 41906 PD3 Q. Mary United 
O.M. 40902 Ley. Titan Edinburgh 

(Experimental livery) 
O.M. 445606 Midland Red D9 
OM. 46707 A.E.C. Q Cardiff Corp 
O.M. 40804 Bristl Ldk FS Alex Fife 
O.M. 45111 M.C.W. Metrobus M.O.D. 
O.M. 43602 Palat II Wilts & Dorset 
OM. 43305 Premiere N. Express (Poppy) 
O.M. 40203 B.E.T. Fed. Ald & Dist 
O.M. 40805 Bristl. Ldk. United Counties 
O.M. 43910 Guy Arab Util. E. Kent 


BUSES WORLDWIDE 
We cover all countries outside the British Isles 
Meetings in London and Manchester 


Bi-monthly A4 magazine 


Membership details and sample magazine: 
37 Oyster Lane, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7HS 


February 2003 


WANTED EFE and CORGI MODELS. 


Good prices paid for collections or 
singles. Ledger, 38 Sandringham 
Avenue, Wimbledon Chase, London 
SW20 8JV. Tel: 020 8542 2369 


EXCLUSIVE FIRST EDITIONS 


A wide range, available at reasonable 
prices. From early grey box to new 
issues. Send SAE for list. This list is 
updated about every three months 

and sent automatically to existing 
customers. 00C list also available 
but less Arequently. 


CASH PAID 
For EFE and O0C, other makes 
considered. Phone/Fax or send lists. 
Peter Coe, London Bus Retail 
10 Hurst Close, Headley 
Surrey KT18 6DZ 
Phone/Fax: 01372 386998 
Email: pecoe@lineone.net 


BUS & COACH DIE-CAST MODELS 


A new name for model bus 

enthusiasts, and a new level 

of service. Recent and new 
releases EFE/OOC and others. 


Tel: Don Coulthard on 


07890 469 870 


FREE CATALOGUE & 
MAIL ORDER SERVICE 


UNDERCOVER STORAGE 


UNDERCOVER STORAGE 
AVAILABLE for preservationists, single 
and double deck access, location 
Surrey A25 on main bus route. Easy 
access for A25, A24 and M25. Light, 
power, air, water and service ramp, all 
on site. £117.50 per month inc VAT. 
Contact Mike Clarke, Memory Lane 
Vintage Omnibus Services. Tel: 01628 
825050 Fax: 01628 825851. Email 
admin @ memorylane.co.uk 
http://www.memorylane.co.uk 


To place an advertisement please either call CHRIS LEMMON on 
020 7878 2327, fax on 020 7379 7118 or email: 


chris@mcmslondon.co.uk 


FOR SALE 


FOR SALE 


AEC Reliance Plaxton Highway coach, Reg No 618 WTE, ex Lancashire United number 

94, Saved from Kent field, engine runs but needs full checkover, body needs major rebuild and 

we have no time, needs low loader to remove. Fairly Rare vehicle so deserves to be saved but 
otherwise good spares source. Must go, need space urgently, so first offer around £325 secures. 


AEC Mammoth Breakdown Truck, currently marked as Halls Silverline. Protected number 
plate PWR 961. Harvey Frost Crane. Road Tax - Historic exempt, No MOT required, needs 
new batteries but good runner. Need space urgently, so offers around £1750. 


AEC Reliance Bus, TYD |22G, 45 seats, ex Cornelius & Hutchins and Chiltern Queens. 
Fitted with ex Reading trolleybus seats. Good runner - not Taxed, no MOT but class 6 used in 
our fleet up to June 2002. Need space urgently so, offers around £1950. 


Daimler Fleetline 71 seat open top Bus. TCD 376 Protected Registration Mark. 71 seats, 
good steady runner, not Taxed, current class 6 MOT. In red LT style livery. In use up to 
November 2002. Need space urgently so, offers around £4750. 

All prices include VAT 


Serious enquiries only please to Mike Clarke 
Memory Lane Vintage Omnibus Services 
Tel: 01628 825050 Fax: 01628 825851 Email: 
admin@memorylane.co.uk 
http://www.memorylane.co.uk 


BARNSLEY BUS STOP 
ENTHUSIAST CABIN 
BOOKS, TIMETABLES, FLEETBOOKS, DIE-CAST 
MODELS, PHOTOS. MAIL ORDER WELCOME 
COLLECTIONS BOUGHT 
OPENING TIMES: 

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 10.00-5.00pm 
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 10.00 - 1.00 pm 
RING FOR SATURDAY OPENINGS 
Rear of 64 WOMBWELL LANE, 
STAIRFOOT, BARNSLEY S70 3NX 
Telephone: 01226 292648 or 
07989 748241 


FOR SALE - Over 6000 original bus 
slides and 5000 colour prints. Send 
£1.00 for sample and lists to Howes, 38 
Short Lane, Stanwell, Staines, 
Middlesex TW19 7BQ 


Please mention 
BUSES 
when replying to 
advertisements 


PHOTOS/FILMS 


Whether it’s 
Farewell to Eastern Counties V.R.’s... 
Green Southern Vectis... 
Grimsby/Cleethorpes Corporation 
WE WERE THERE! 

HIGH QUALITY B & W & COLOUR 
PHOTOGRAPHS FROM AROUND THE U.K. AND EUROPE, 
that stand out from the rest. 

From the 1950’s to the present day. 

For full details send a 50p S.A.E. 
envelope or call in, relax with a 

coffee, and inspect the range. 


PHOTO GEMS from Collectors Corner --- High Street---Sawston--- 
Cambridge CB2 4BG Phone 01223 518874 ask for Pat 


PHOTOS| | PHOTOBUS 


; BUSES, TRAMS, 
Quality bus/coach photos TROLLEYBUSES, POST OFFICE 
available in colour/black VEHICLES AND RAILWAYS 


Colour slides, Colour Prints and Black & 
White Prints. Our collection covers from the 
early 50’s up to the year present day. 
Our collection covers the whole of the United 
Kingdom and the Continent. 


Send £1.00 for details and samples. 


PHOTOBUS 


Greenacre Barn House, 
Howe, Lyth, 
Kendal, Cumbria LA8 SDF 
015395 68540 


& white, from 50s to 
present day on mail order 


service. 
S.A.E. for details 


CAMLYN PHOTOS 
Unit 10, Caroline Court 
Billington Road, Burnley, 
Lancashire BB11 5UB 
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To place an advertisement please either call CHRIS LEMMON 
on 020 7878 2327, fax on 020 7379 7118 


or email: chris®@mcmslondon.co.uk 


EVENTS 


A BOHEMIAN CLASSIC EXTRAVAGANZA 


Europe’s largest 3 day bus meeting in 2003. Over 120 classic buses to 
see and ride on from 12 countries. 
EUROPEAN INTERNATIONAL OLDTIMER BUS MEETING 2003 
Friday 9 - Sunday 11 May 2003 
Usti nad Labem and Teplice in Czech Republic. Nostalgic bus and 
trolleybus running programme. Manufacturer and Dealer displays. Test 
your bus on the Czech Truck Prix Racing Circuit 
Also special 5 day classic Coach tour or Vintage Rail Tour inc. hotels. 
More than a Bus Rally...the Bus Event and holiday of the Year! 
Hotels and travel from UK can be booked for you at special prices 
Interested? Of course you are, then contact us right away. 


Bus Historic Group, 
P.O. Box 13, 40317 Chabarovice, Czech Republic 
Email: Usteckabus2001@volny.cz 


PADDINGTON TICKET 
AUCTIONS LIMITED 


Present 
AN AUCTION AND COLLECTORS’ 
SWAPMEET of 
TRANSPORT EPHEMERA, RELICS, TICKETS, 
TIMETABLES, MAPS, BOOKS AND GUIDES, 
BADGES, POSTERS, PHOTOGRAPHS AND 
MEMORABILIA on 
SATURDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2003 
at 
THE ALEXANDRA SUITE, ROYAL 
NATIONAL HOTEL, WOBURN PLACE, 
LONDON WC1 


(nearest Underground: Russell Square or Euston) 
commencing at 11.00 (viewing from 09.00) 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF 500 QUALITY LOTS AVAILABLE 
1st FEBRUARY AT £3.50 EACH inc pep) FROM: 
PADDINGTON TICKET AUCTIONS LIMITED 
4 THE GLEBE, CLAPHAM, BEDFORD MK41 6GA 
TEL: 01234 327685 FAX: 01234 325341 
or visit our website: 
www.paddingtonticketauctions.co.uk 
or Email us: padtickets@aol.com 


(Cheques payable to “Paddington Ticket Auctions” please) 


TRANSPORT WEST RIDING TRANSPORT FAIR. 
ENTHUSIASTS Sunday March 16th. 11am - 4pm. 
Dewsbury Bus Museum, Ravensthorpe. 
BAZAAR Free bus from Dewsbury Bus Station. 
Saturday 8th February All enquiries: Mr A. Dakin, 5 
Ilam - 3pm Oakenshaw Street, Wakefield, West 
Camden Centre, Bidborough St. Yorks WF1 5BT. Telephone: 01924 
London NW1 258314. 


(Opposite St Pancras Station) 
The specialist event for Railway, Bus 
and LT enthusiasts and collectors 
with over 60 stalls selling books, 
timetables, ephemera, tickets, 
photos, postcards, relics, etc. 
Enquiries: NETWORK 
Tel: 01923 233706 


SATURDAY 22nd FEBRUARY - 
NORTH LONDON SPRING 
TRANSPORT BAZAAR, at St. Paul’s 
Centre, corner Church Street/Old Park 
Avenue, Enfield (close to Enfield Chase 
Station and local buses). LOW stall 
rates! Approx 40 stalls with good 
variety of transport memorabilia, 
models etc. with FREE vintage bus 
rides around scenic area. Open 11.00- 
16.00. Details SAE - NLTS 8 The 


Rowans, N13 5AD 


pmpvid 


A SELECTION OF BUSES FROM HOME 
AND OVERSEAS £16 EACH OR TWO ON 
ONE TAPE FOR £12 EACH. 

SENT POST-FREE WORLDWIDE 


‘travel to exotic tram locations on dark winter nights 
with PMP. The loan of cine appreciated for future 
presentations. Here are some favourites’ 


45. Rome, Italy, Trams. 55 minutes.August 1991 video by Dave Spencer 
featuring city centre operations some Metro, some very old rebuilt cars. 

50. Egypt, Trams. October 1991. 90 minutes Video by Dave Spencer, covers 
Cairo city and Heliopolis systems plus both systems in Alexandria includes 
ex Copenhagen Duewags. 

84. Philadelphia, USA, Trams and Trolleybuses. 74 minutes. September 1992, 
last week of PCC scheduled services on route 15 also suburban services 
and trolleybuses. 

125. Krakow, Poland, Trams. July 1992, Video by Dave Spencer covering city 

centre plus Nowa Huta suburbs and industrial areas. 

. Riga/Liepaja, Latvia, Trams. May 1994. Video by Dave Spencer, Riga cars 
with trolleypoles and former closed city of Liepaja with KT4s. 

. Isle of Man, Centenary, Trams and Light Rail. September 1993. Video by 
Dave Spencer, second part of three covers Centenary Parade, and horse 
tram cavalcade. 

, Germany, Trams. (DDR). 1987-92 by Richard Lomas and Ken Harris with 
visits to Gera, Jena, Gotha, Erfurt, Strausberg, Woltersdorf, Potsdam, 
Berlin, Brandenburg, Dessau. 

. Mekejevka, Ukraine, Trams and Trolleybuses. 1995. Video by Dave Spencer 

on a freezing cold day in this industrial town near Donetsk, Vicinal type 

tram system. 

Lisbon, Portugal, Trams. February 1996. Video by Dave Spencer, includes 
new 900 mm LRVs on route 15, newly rebuilt cars, all in pouring rain. 
491. Romania, Trams/Trolleybuses. Interesting systems in Oradea and Arad 

(many ex German) then Sibiu with village tram and ex Swiss trolleys. 

668. Turkey, Konya. Trams. September 1998. 60 min by Dave Spencer with its 

‘new’ tram system established with second hand German articulated 

Duewag cars. Centre and streetside reservation, cab rides. 


e0.com 


PMP, 17 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE, LOWER PEOVER, 
CHESHIRE WA16 9QJ. Tel: 01565 722045 
Fax: 01565 722 038 e-mail: dave@pmpvideo.fsnet.co.uk 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
LEISURE DIRECT 


Presents: 


25TH ANNIVERSARY 
SANDWELL HISTORIC VEHICLE SHOW 


Sunday 11th May, 2003 


SANDWELL VALLEY COUNTRY PARK, 
WEST BROMWICH, WEST MIDLANDS 


Entries invited from Cars, Commercials, Motorcycles, Buses, Clubstands etc. 
Plus Autojumble, Trade Stands, Craft Fair, Toy Collectors Fair 
FREE PUBLIC ADMISSION (Car Parking £3) 
Over 40,000 visitors in 2002!!! 
Entry Forms and Trade/Autojumble bookings (send SAE) to Sandwell Metropolitan 
Borough Council, Leisure Direct, PO. Box 42, Environment House, Lombard Street, 
West Bromwich, West Midlands, B70 8RU. Tel: 0121 569 8276. 


20,000 B&W LONDON BUS, TRAM, 
TROLLEYBUS, RAIL PHOTOS. 1949- 
2002 on approval. State interests when 
applying. Also Provincial Operators, 
Commercial Vehicles, BR/Industrial/ 
Steam/Diesel/Electric. Pre 1970 photos 
and negatives purchased — can collect. 
Classic Photos, 112 Rainville Road, 
London W6 9HuJ. 


COLOUR BUS PHOTOGRAPHS taken 
1994-2002. 30p each. For list send 
SAE stating interests to: Photolist, 25 
Canford View Drive, Colehill, 
Wimbourne BH21 2UW or email: 
photolist @ btinternet.com 


February 2003 


SECONDHAND BUS & COMMERCIAL 
CURRENT FLEET 


VEHICLE BOOKS. Magazines bought 

and sold. SAE list, Falconwood 

Transport and Military Bookshop, 5 LISTS 

Falconwood Parade, The Green, 

Welling, Kent DA16 2PL. Telephone: REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 
020 8303 8291. Email: 
falconw @ globalnet.co.uk 

Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 


1. MAJOR OPERATORS 
2. SMALLER OPERATORS A-K 
3. SMALLER OPERATORS L-Z 


PRESERVED BUS: 3rd edition, 178pp; 
illustrations; well over 3000 vehicles 
listed. £14.00. P.S.V. CIRCLE, 20 
Bonnerfield Lane, HARROW HA1 2LE 


+ INDEX 


Any volume £6.00. 
All 3 volumes £16 
2 SmOp volumes £11 
add 50p p&p any order 


Also ask for a full list of all titles in this series 


PSV CIRCLE 


59 Palmer Avenue, CHEAM SM3 8EF 


Please mention 


BUSES 


when replying to advertisements 


Bristol RE: 40 Years of Service 


Duncan Roberts 
The wait is over! The definitive work on RE is ready 


The RE: its life, its success and its early end using much new information never before 
published. This is the fullest account ever from the very beginning back in 
1962 to the present. 


300 pages, Ad hardback: Limited print run. £28.75 post free. 


Order NOW and claim a copy of either Crosville 2 or Crosville 3 for just £15.00 post 
free to the same address. 


Cheques, Credit Cards, Switch 


NBC BOOKS |p 
PO Box 1225, Sheffield $10 4YJ 


IN THE NEW YEAR, TURN 
OVER A NEW 


| MasterCard | 


TO RECEIVE 


CIRCLE 


Up to nine geographic area monthly News Sheets 
Monthly Editorials including industry and general 
news, dates of events etc. 

Specialists Journals for Minibuses, former PSV's, 
Overseas, each published quarterly 

Publications of Fleet Lists, Histories and 
Manufacturers chassis’ and body lists 

Regular meetings, photographic service, research 
library 


Write for FREE sample News Sheet to: 


PSV CIRCLE (Bu2) 
10 May Close, Chessington, KT9 2AP 


OR Email us on: psv.circle@driff37.freeserve.co.uk 


Trains, Boats & Planes 


Books, videos, & DVDs can all be found at 
Midland Counties mail order 
together with 
Buses, Trams, Tanks, 
Commercial Vehicles, 
Tractors & Plant, 


Spaceflight & Astronomy 
For a free catalogue call: 01455 254470 


or log on to www.midlandcountiessuperstore.com 
Over 15,000 titles to choose from at 


Midland Counties Publications 
4 Watling Drive, Hinckley, Leics, LE10 3EY 
Tel: 01455 254 450 Fax: 01455 233 737 


e-mail: midlandbooks@compuserve.com 


O London - poised for massive tramway revival 


lan Allan Publishing 

O Paris - why tramway expansion seems unstoppable 
O Leeds - how Supertram will transform the city 
O News, analysis and comment from the experts 


O PLUS: Pages of world-beating coverage 


On sale Friday 24 January - Price £2.95 


A year’s subscription is outstanding value. Contact: Tramways & Urban Transit 
Subscriptions, lan Allan Publishing Ltd, Riverdene Business Park, Molesey 


. 
Road, Hersham, Surrey KT12 4RG. 


= % RAILWAY mT MARITIME 
Tel: 01932 266622. Fax: 01932 266633. e-mail: subs@ianallanpub.co.uk 


New Books Rene : 


Would you like your local newsagent to 
January - June 2003 keep a regular copy of 


Busey caw now be ordered from most newsagenty — to- 
reserve your copy just ful iw the form below and hand 
it to your newsagent 


ting) Alan @o 


The world’s leading transport publisher 


OUT IN JANUARY = 


1 1 

1 1 

I 1 

I 1 

1 1 

I 1 

I 1 

- I 1 
Write now for your FREE copy to: br Hse = = 
I 1 

I 1 

I 1 

I 1 

I 1 

I 1 

1 1 


1 I 
i) I 
I 1 
I J 
I 1 
I J 
! for you ? 
I 1 
I 1 
I 1 
I | 
I 1 
I 1 


Dear Retailer, 
Please reserve me a copy of Buses on a regular basis, commencing with the 


issue. 


Photocopied formy are acceptable! 


Marketing Dept, lan Allan Publishing Ltd, 
Riverdene Business Park, Surrey KT12 4RG 


To the retailer: 
Buses is distributed by MARKETFORCE UK LTD. 
H For further information please contact your MARKETFORCE wholesaler 


CHRISTMAS READING FROM MDS BOOK SALES 


he Prestige Series 


Super Prestige 
Associated 

Motorways Sheffield 
Philip Battersby 


FIRST IN A NEW SERIES 


80 PAGES CASEBOUND 
85 SUPERB COLOUR PHOTOS 


AVAILABLE FROM OUR RALLY STALLS, OUR SHOP IN GLOSSOP 
OR BY POST 


All Aboard! 


History of JG Brill Company 
Chesterfield Trolleybuses 
Birmingham's No 8 Route Inner Circle 
Malta Bus Handbook 

North East Bus Handbook 

Prevost Buses 1924-2002 

Fageol & Twin Coach Buses 1922-56 
L Gardner & Sons 

Epsom Coaches 

London Trolleybus Vol 1 - 1931-1945 
London's Golden Jubilee Buses 
Glory Days: Northern General 
Heyday of the RT 

Huddersfield Trolleybuses 

Major Bus Fleets 5 West Midlands 


AVAILABLE NOW 


Prestige Series 18 Associated Motorways 
Super Prestige 3 Sheffield 

Colour Prestige Buses in the Sixties 

One & Two Halves to the Clock 

Trent Motor Services Part 2 1946-1968 
Tram Shed to Go-Ahead (Brighton Corp) 
Bristol RE 40 Years of Service 

Buses Year Book 2003 

Fowlers Travel 2 Serving Fens for 55 Years 
A Trolleybus to the Punchbowl - SLT 1930-58 
Rugby Cement Transport 

East Midlands Bus Handbook 2002 
National Express Handbook 2002 

Scottish Bus Handbook 2002 ; j : 1 WHITEWAY of WAUNFAWR 
LCC Electric Tramways : Bill Rear 


FOWLERS TRAVEL 


nove 
LINCOLNSMINE 


SERVING THE 


ron FIFTY FIVE YEARS 


Wheels Around Dundee 

Transport in Ulster 4 Ulster Bus 1967-88 £15.99 

Crossley Motors £35.00 

Glory Days: Maidstone & District £16.99 

Glory Days: Bristol VR £16.99 

Worthing Tramocar £10.95 

All Aboard - Cardiff Transport Centenary £3.99 

Warrington Transport 1902-2002 £5.00 

Bournemouth Transport Centenary £6.00 

London Bus File 1933-39 Single Deckers £10.95 

Western SMT 70 Years of Service £6.95 

Preserved Buses 2002 Edition £14.00 

Prestige Series 17 Middlesbrough & Stockton £8.95 

Prestige Series 16 Nottingham 2 £9.50 o 
Prestige Series 15 Nottingham 1 £8.95 u 
Super Prestige 2 Classic Leylands 1 & 2 £16.95 © 
The Weymann Story part 1 1925-1945 £24.95 < 
Croydon’s Transport Through the Ages £8.75 | — 
Whiteways of Waunfawr £6.00 : > 
What's that new mark? £2:75) wa 
< 
Bradford’s Favourite Transport £18.50 rae pee wee sites 


No Trolleys Round the Square (Bournemouth) £18.50 
Remembering Londons Trams & Trolleybuses £15.00 


SEE US AT THESE RALLIES POSTAGE 


30/11 Christmas Cracker Boyle St Manchester All orders over £30 supplied post free in the UK. Other UK orders — 
01/12 Christmas Cracker Boyle St Manchester please add £3.00 Overseas please add 20% surface or 40% airmail VISA 


This is just a selection of the many titles we have in stock. Send SAE for our latest list, or call in at our shop at 128 Pikes Lane Glossop. 
Open Mon-Fri. 9:30 - 6pm and Sat 9:30-4:30pm. We also offer a book search service. Tell us what you want and see if we can help. 


MDS 800K SALES (DEPTB1202) FREEPOST SK2162 GLOSSOP DERBYSHIRE SK13 SEH @ 01957 861508 


RELEASES JANUARY 2003 


1:76 Scale/OO gauge precision diecast models 


All the models shown here will be released during January. 


g 
Bp 
ki 
28805 Leyland Titan 2dr READING BUSES fa] Oo 
Reading Buses built up a large fleet of ex London Titans, and applied their stylish 28901 GM Atlantean B =MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT mh oF 
livery to good effect on them. Fleet number 73, registered RMO 73Y is operating The first release of our GM Standard Fleetline captures Maidstone & District's livery 
route 25 to Ford’s Farm and carries environmental adverts promoting Bus travel. nicely. Fleet number 5725, registered ONF 679R on route 101 to Gillingham Bus 
Station and carries adverts for car security and Worthington bitter. 
23205 AEC RF MkilBus GREEN LINE Oo 17213 Leyland National MkI Long WEST MIDLANDS OC 
; F 5 With the passing of time the Leyland National finally became popular and began to 
The London RF class hold many good memories for bus enthusiasts and this model ‘ Oa ; : 
: — . appear in a great variety of liveries. In the smart West Midlands livery, fleet number 
of the modernised version in the later Green Line livery shows the newer body 1816, reaiskdfed OOMETER is Working.theLinitedstonrduteto Pye Green 
styling to full effect. Registered MLL 798, fleet number RF261 is on route 710 to i g E ¥ ’ 
Crawley via Oxford Circus. 
25105 Bristol RELLB SOUTHERN VECTIS | 
Continuing to build our Southern Vectis fleet, their colours compliment the Bristol | 
RELL beautifully, our model registered TDL 563K, fleet number 863 takes the cross 
country (rural) route 6 from Newport to Ventnor. 
y r 10132 AECRT Bus GREEN LONDON TRANSPORT [aj 
In response to many recent requests for a RT in London Transports country livery, is 
fleet number RT1023. Registered JXN 61 working route 396 to Bishops Stortford, 
the model carries EP4 garage identification and has adverts for Mac’s No1 beer and 
Technics Hi Fi. 7 


Keep up to date with all our model release information by joining our Subscription Service for an annual fee of £5 (U.K.) or £8.00 (Overseas) 
Send stamps, cheque or postal order to: 


Exclusive First Editions, 32 Woodall Road, Enfield, EN3 4LG 


